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THE WEEK.

These remarks are just now guggested by
the copy of a Bill, entitled *“ An Act to
Further Amend the Pharmacy Act,” which
lies before us, together with a circular from
the Medicine Manufacturers of Canada.
Now we dare say that not only these medi-
cine manufacturers but all those interested
in the three or four thousand general stores
and groceries, a portion of whose legitimate
business would be arbitrarily cut off should
the bill in question become law, have been
accustomed to look on with indifftrence,
possibly with approval, while some lawyer
or other man or woman of education and
intelligence, who had not procured permis-
sion from the lawyers’' corporation of the
Province, was forbidden to conduct the case
of a client in the ccurts; cr while detectives
in the employ of the medical combine were
pursuing, with a view to fine or imprison-
ment, some English or American physician,
for the crime of trying to cure a suffering
patient without having first obtained the
leave of those to whom the Provincial
Legislature has granted a monopoly of the
emoluments of the healing art. They failed
to make their neighbour’s case their own,
or to consider what was consistent with the
rights of a free and intelligent people. But
now their turn has come, and they cry
aloud against the threatened injustice,

. Well, they are right so far, and we hope

that their cry may prevail. The cloven
hoof of downright selfishness plainly pro-
trudes from beneath ostensible regard for
the public safety, in the provisions of this
Bill. Itseffect would be, should it become
law, to prevent any one but a registered
druggist from selling the simplest medicinte,
such as castor oil, salts, senns, turpentine,
or any of the useful or useless * patent”
medicines for man and beast, which so
abound in these days of scientific discovery
and experiment. Such a law would not
only be a gross injury to thousands of
tradesmen, but would irflict serious incon-
venience and loss upon the pebple, by in-
creasing the price of various useful appli-
ances, while it would be at the same time an
insult to their intelligence. We hope not
only that its passage may be prevented but
that its discussion may be the means of
opening the eyes of many to the injurious
character and tendency of all such restric-
tive and class legislation.

THE SECOND TARIFF DEBATE.

“To admit that one has changed his
mind is to admit that he is wiser to-day
than he was yesterday.” The old proverb
is a sufficient answer, if answer were needed,
to those who think to break the force of Mr.
McCarthy’s arraignment of the tarif by prov-
ing that he at a former time supported the
National Policy. A good deal of Dr, Mon-
tague’s reply on behalf of the Government
was devoted to showing that Mr. McCarthy
formerly expressed different opinions from
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those enunciated in his tariff resolutions and
the accompanying speech, Mr. Ives, Presi-
dent of the Council, thought it not beneath
the dignity of his position and the import-
ance of the question to remark that Mr.
McCarthy’s movement would have been
much more threatening to the Government
if the belief of the country that he was still
a Conservative and protcctionist bhad not
been dissipated, just as if the party name
by which the speaker might be called could
add to or detract from the weight of his
fects and arguments.

Mr., McOarthy’s motion was based upon
several allegations cf fact of the very first
importance to the welfare and progress of
the country. Of these the most important

. are the following :

That, under shelter of the protective
tariff, many manufacturers have formed
combinations and trasts which prohibit
competition and create and maintain mon-
opolies.

That the existing tariff has proved in
many instances oppressive and burdensome
to the great mass of the consuming claaser,
and especially to those engaged in agricul-
tural pursuits

That it is unfair and unequal in its in-

cidence, and has been productive of discon-
tent, verging on disloyalty, amorg those
who suffer from its injustice.

These are, very serious propositions. If
and in so far as they are capable of proof,
they unquestionably demand prompt and
serious action—not necessarily, perhaps, the
particular action recommended by Mr. Me-
Certhy, but immediate action of some kind
and the most effective action which the wis-
dom of our statesmen can devise. It would
be o dark day for Canada, and we believe a
darker day for the Conservative Party in
Canada, should the leaders and members of
that party accept the view implied in the
taunt of Mr. Ives above quoted, and in
other remarks by some of the Conservative
speakers, which identifies protectionism and
Conservatism, and thus irrevocably
pledges the great Conservative party to
stand or fall with the National Policy.
What is there inherent in the principles of
Conservatism whioch warrants its leaders in
taking any such position? Proteetive legis-
lation is essentially class legislation, but
gurely Canadian Conservatism is not so
closely identified with old Toryism that it
is bound to legislate for the few against
the many, or for the rich and influential
against the poor and obscare.

The question whether and to what ex-
tent the speeches of Mr. McCarthy and
others made good the assertions contained
in the three propositions above quoted is
one which every intelligent Canadian ought
to examine and decide for himself, with the
aid of all the sources of information at his
command. It is aquestion with which party-
ism should have, in the first instance, noth-
ing to do, though the policies proposed by the
party leaders would necessarily come up for
cotwsideration at a laterstage, should the alle-
gations be found true. Dr. Montague's policy




