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"bgini the fisberies, under any menace, goes witbout saying. lier

present care should be to put herself sO clearly in the right in every par-
ticular that she can fearlessly face ahl consequences and challenge tbe
verdict of the nations. Grant, as the Globe urges, that the hareli customis
and anti-bonding regulations are necessary to enable us to guard effectively
our flsh preserves from poachers. That may be our misfortune, but we
can bardly expect our neiglibour to sec with our eyes, or to take any the
more kindly an unfriendly exclusion hecause it is prompted by suspicion of
bis bonesty.____

TriÂT the fisheries dispute carinot and must not eventuate in war
between the two great English-speaking nations, every true man on either
side the line will declare. Sncb an issue is too absurd, as well as too
horrible, to contemplate. And yet it cannot be denied that there is much
of real danger in the situation. The bistory of the world is full of
instances in which great wars have arisen ont of just sucli petty disputes
and irritations. The chief safeguard and the real strength of Canada's
position in the case lie in the fact that hoth Great Britain and Canada are
and have always been ready at any moment to suhmit tihe whole matter to
friendly arbitration. Tbe weakness of the United States contention is
sbown in the fact that in rejecting, without an attempt at amendment, a
treaty wbich lier own Covernment and at least one-balf her own states-
men have pronounced just and fair, she has openly deciared herseif unwil-
ling to settie the dispute save on lier own terms. The nation whicb acte
thus and then refuses to arbitrate, pute herself obviously in the wrong
and becomes the.real aggressor. Not only so, but when she happens, as in
this case, to be an enlightened and Christian nation, she pute berseif in a
position in which the appeai may safely be taken froni the action oi ber
rulers to the sense of justice and the Cliristian sentiment of ber people.
That appeai Canadians may now boldly make. It may not be board at
the moment amidst the din of the raging party confliet, but it will b.
heard and responded to as soon as the tumuit is over and reason bas
regained ber seat, provided, snd liera je the real source of the deepest
anxiety, the axigencias of partyism on the one liand and naturai pride
and rasentmant on the other, do not, in the meantime, hurry botb parties
into prýsitions froni which retreat witbout humiliation will be no longer
possible. In the face of sucli exigencies thera are two courses wbiob a
country situated as Canada is may pursue. The one ils to stand on lier
mettle, to refuse to admit even the possibility that any fraction of the
blame may be bers, and to meet every taunt and thraat with an answering
note of defiance. The other is to mingle firmness witb Ilsweet reasonable-
nees," to discuse every issue witb ca1mness, to be ready to riglit every
demonetrable wrong, and thts to place herself, in case of the woret, in the
position of tbe man who is thrice armed because lie "lbas bis quarrel juat."0
Tha true Canadian patriot is he who urges bis Government to take the
atter course. The fear of being thouglit a coward makes the worst of al
cowards.____

S0mz of the cahled utterances of the London Times and Standard,
wbich coma to hand as we are preparing for press, maka it pratty clear
that colonial editors bave not a monopoly of rashness and indiscretion. If
anything could be more injndicious than the Timnes' boast that Canada
courts the ancounter witb the United States, the Standard'a reference to
Britishi ironclads and the IlTrent " affair supplies it. Wa do not think
that any fair interpretation o! tha speeches that have heen made by Domn-
inion Ministers warrants the assertion of the Times. If it did, the Ministers
in question would stand convicted, in the minde of ail calm and tbougbtful
Canadians, of grose indiscretion and somnething worse. As to the coarse
Jingoismn ascribed te the Standard, we find it bard to believe that its
words eau bave been correctly reported. If otberwisa, the Standard will
no doubt he quickly reminded by Americans, on tha one baud, that the
United States stands to-day in a very different position from that it
occupied at the time of the IlTrent " aflair, and by the masses of its own
countrymen, on the other, that tbey are not so ready to engage in a costîy
and bloody fratricidal war, wleose issue no one could foresee, for the settle.
nment of a colonial fisheries' dispute. The buncombe speeches of American
politicians are sufficiently exasperating, but no civilized nation could now
make the denial of commercial privileges a casus belli. A British Govern-
ment o! & former'day miglit send its fleets to force a sami-barbarous nation


