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THiE excitement cansed at first by the Batoum incident lias quite sub-
sided : people soon recognised that En'gland xvas not likely to send a fleet
to open the port ;and se thc subject sank out of living interest. Never-
tbeless, the Czar's declaration that Batoum lias ceased to be a free port is,
in presence of tbe virtual promise to the contrary enibodied in tbef Berlin
Treaty, a bigh-handed proceeding ; and his nianner of inaking tbe an-
flouncement was extremely discourteous to tbe other parties to the ireaty,
and especiai]v England. But thon the Czar, who seeins, frein the xnany
blunders lately made by the Russian Foreign Office, to have taken much
of its business eut of bis Ministers' bands, is tiot only a stîîpid mnan, but
also a discourteous one ; and bo knew perfectly well tbat lie could take any
liberty witb his f riend Mr. Gladstone, xvho tnigbt send an abîle state paper
in protest, but wbo wouid neyer resort to other mneasures titan irrefragable
arguments. lthe snîiject-inatter, hiowover, in tbis case is really not wortb
quarrelling about. Russia acquired Batoumn by the Treaty of Sait Stefano;
tbe late Czar set bis lieart on keeping the place ; and so at the Berlin Con-

ference England yielded-tbere beinco no bielp for it, indeed, short of break-

ilig up tbe Conference, and, possibly, war. The Czar could not be open]ly
tbwarted ; and therefore the concession wvas mîade to ini, lie, on the otber
hand, announcing his intention of making it a free port, anti of ncver
fortifying it on any pretext. Tihis intention, bioxever, bias not been
observed by the present Czar, wvho probably does itot ('otsider Ihiitsclf
bouill by bis father's mere intentions: the work of fortifyitïg Batoumn was
commnenced as soon as Lord Beaconsficld's Cabinet wvent out of office ; and
the place biaving since hecomne, with tbe connivance of the Gladstone
Cabinet, a strong military port, advantage is taken of what will il, al
probability be Mr. Gladstone's last terni of office, aîîd of the feebleîtcss
of bis Goveriumient, to fornialiy tbrow off the restraints ixîîposed by the
Berlin Treaty. A Gladstone Governmient is Russia's oppertunity--ils4 it
is of every enenty of Great Britain. la 1870, when Ertgland, under a
Gladstone Governmnent, bad the Alabamna difiiculty on bier bandls and the
Franco-Prussian war was raging, Russia tore up the Treaty of Paris ; ad
in 1886, England being plunged in confusion by Mr. Gladistonte and liii
Irish allies, she tears up tbe Treaty of Berlin. Bitt it appears by the
Protocols of tic B3erlin Conference that the minitenance of tbe! 81tts que
as regards the Straits of Dardanelles wvas muade by tlii Britisîh pleitipotenl
tiaries ilirectiy conditional on Batoun being declared a fr'ee port liv Iussia.
Lord Salisbury declared, so ruas the l4tb Protocol, "lthat if the acquisition
of Batoum ltad been înaintained under conditions wbicli weuild menace the
liberty of the Black Sea, England could flot have taken tho engagement
towards tbe other European Powcrs to interdict to herseif the entry of
tbat sca. But, Batoumn having been deciared a froc and commtercial port,
the Engiish Governiiient ivili not decline to renew their engageriients urîder
the modifications îrtîposed by the decisions already takeri at the ogrs.
And bience it follows that, if the deciaration mnadle by the Czar arîd enm-
bodied iii the Treaty of Berlin is now to be revoked, Englanid wvill be
relieved of the collateral obligation to respect the closure of thte Straits.
There are manv weighty causes of quarre1 with Russia, and it irnay one
day be necessary to fight bier ; and, if war come, this last stop of Russia
May prove to be a huge blunder. At present, however, there i no occasion
for England to do more than silently note the fact that, whienever she soes
fit, she lias a riglit, indisputable by Russia, to send hier ships tbrough the
Dardanelles.

MEANWHIILE the practical lesson may be taken from these infractions of
the Treaty of Paris and tbe Beriin Treaty, that it is useless te imipose
restrictions on a great Power witich it is against lier interest to observe.c
So soon as epportunity otfers, she is sure to repudiate an inconvenient
obligation. It was ridiculous to attempt to keep Russian war-ships for-
ever out of the Black Ses: no independent Power could subutit te sucli an
indignity ; and, therefore, Russia refused te submit to this. In like
manner, to grant Russia full sovereignty over Batoum and yet liirnit bier
riglit te raise eustoms there was a mistake;- for it could not be expected
she would observe the restriction, or refrain fromn con verting the commner-
cial port into a military one, if it suited bier purposes. The port is bers,
and as a sovereign Power she must be allowed to do what she pleases withl
it ; at ai events she cannot be prevented. 'Only she oughit first to have
got the consent of the other Powers to the necessary modification in tbe
Treaty confirming hier titie ; and not having done, this-as perhaps she
would not bave been able-it is quite legitimate for England to hold hier to
the conselquences of the indiscretion of lier ruier. Batoum having ceased to
he a free port and baving been fortified, England is expressly freed froru
the obligation te respect the neutrality of the Black Sea.

RussiA is excited and uneasy at rumeurs of the contenîplated occupa-
tion by Einlarîd of Badaksharî, a district north-east of Afgbanistan. VTe
well known Asiatic explorer, Colonel Prjevalsky, bas been sunioned to
St. Petersburg te give lus advice on the tîtatter. Recently tbe J<avkas,
wlîiclî is the officiai organ of tbe Russian Goverimient in tbe Caucasus,
publislted an article wbicli dilated upon the injury tîtat would ho donc te,
Russian trade Iby a British occupation of Badakshan.

CIVIISATON niust be iii a more advanced state in Africa than lias
been supposed, for according te Lieutenant von Nimptscb's report on that
district of Africa wvhich ho bas Just explored, one tribe was "reinarkable

for its ovaiy'anoraise bulsues .g and dances in honour of
the vimitors." Lieutenant Nimptsch wvas the îirst Europeaut ever smon in
the district, se tiat it is plain that tite African burlesque is indigenous
anti oxiy IIîadvanced "' nations are capable of appreciating buirlesque.

ANV individual mîay be regarded as a very complex îningling of widely
differerît bloods. To go ne furtbet' lack titan the grandparents, lie nmust
be composed of at least sixteen different niatures. [t is net te bc wendered
at titat sucît rernarkable conibixtations slîould lead te gyreat variations, The
wonder seemsq rather te be that niemlbersý of a farnily mioulul resembie oee
another as inucb as they undultedly do. ýSotietimnes in face, seotimes
it forin, freqîtently i the gait, gesture and texte of veice, faîîîily peculiarities
mnake theinselves apparent.

Dit. 1)61,Ir.NGElt, Wiîo i4 îîroliiîlly Nvitltout a rival iii comiprebiensive
knoteicdge of history, writes thus te a friend iii Erîglind : Il Gladstone is
te Itle a riddle, wbiclî 1 cati solve only on thte supposition that lie knows
little of linsh history, and still less of the cîtaracter of the Irish people and
of the spirit of thte Irish priestheod. If lie succeeds, what a frightful
iegacy will lehave te the generations whiciî cerne ttfter lit1i ! is in
truth the xîîost threatening crisis wlîicli bias occurred i Englatîd during
thte present cenitury. Ged grant that sIte iay surmnounit it happily."'

TUE bondon ISpectator* presents a curieus illustration of Lte glameour
sorîtetinies tlîrown oaver usualiy clear iiitîtîds by Royalty. I n reviewing

lThe C'mise cf the Baceltiante," coînpiled froin the journals, etc., of Prince
Albert Victor and Prince George of Walcs, it says of the vision ef the
IFlying Dutchmian," wltich the princes say Lhey sawi, that "liL inay net

ho se purely imiaginîary as iL lias generally been d(ezned." Would the
Sp,?eiaior admit this if the supernatural appearance bad been reported by
any ether twe mniddies it Iler Majenty's Service?' But we dare say the
8pectator lias sitice growut more scoptical ; for iii its nîext numiber a cor-
respenident points eut tat tîte royal midshipment lave iii the Il Cruise,"
tîppropriated a long passage froin Charles Kiutgsley's II At Last," which
they publisît as tîteir own reflections on the state of tito West India
I slands.

lunE liIish arnîy, says the Civil and 1filitary Gazette, iii additionî te
its ethter virtues, i the enly one which knows how te cheer. Frenclimen
shriek, Italians howi, Russians rear or sing as the case may bie, and
Gerinans shout, ou occasions of excitemient. lThe Englishiman takes the
treuble-being berii of a inethodical people -te articulate a distinct
"hlurray," which sound is known on the Continent as 1 Le British 'Orrai."
A correspondent is at sorne pains te point eut that the Englishman's
attenipt te make the native [Indian] army cheer as ho iireif cheers, leada te
strange axîd awful noises on State occasions sucb as tite Qteens Birtltday.
-No wonder," says hie, "lthat the adjutant's herse, wbo bas stood the

trying ordeal of tue feut (e joie, sits dewn eot bis bauncbes in an agony ef
fear, while the adjutant himself, mindful of the regimental parade on the
previeus day, when hie rehearsed the cheering ' by numibers,' abandons
ltimself te tears."

KARL BLIND, in an înteresting essay in the Neue Freje Pre8se, denies
that the ancient "4Fenier " wero Irishmen in the present sense ef the
word. "lThe eid Irishi Fenian lierees, " he says, "as 'vo see them in the
peems which have coule down te us in the Celtic language, are evidently ne
Colts or CeIt-Iberians. They are described as gold-hairod, red-cheeked,
biue-eyed, and white skinned. Thoy drank beer eut cf drinking-hornu."
H1e contends that ne etbnographer will doubt that the men se described
can have been of any other race excopt the Gernian. The true IlFenians "
were, consoquentiy, Teutons-]et us say "lSaxons "-who ferced their
way into Ireland and filled it with their faile at somo pre-bistoric date! But
titis conclusion doos riot rest on tbe ethnographicaî type et the Fenians


