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IIOUSE BUILDING.

Ilouse building is a subject which cornes
home toevery man's " business and bosom,"
inasnuch ag every man has either built, or

intends at sorne time in the indefinite fu-
ture, to build a bouse for himself and fam-
ily. And the ambition so to do is most
laudable. In no other way can the people

be rendered so stable, law-abiding, pa-
triotic and contented, as by eac family,
so far as possible, d welling in ifs own louse.

The best of ail saving's banls for a father
to put his money in, is a sang dwelling;
and this, also, is by far the best life-assur-
ance policy he can leave to his family. It is

necessary that the relation of landlord and
tenant should exist, for many men have ac-
quired wealth, which they like to invest in
dwelling-houses; and many others never
can, or, at ail events, never do have any
means ahead of their actual wants; but it

is an abnormal relation, as is manifested by
the frequent jars and controversies whilst it
lasts, and a very general desire to change
it. lence the constant moving about on
May-day, in the, generally, vain hope of do-

ing better. Many mnust dwell in hired

houses, as many must board out, but the
truc result to aim at, both on the part of
individuals and society, is for each family to
dwell in its own house. And if it bas a
little garden attached, so much the better.

In Britain, an artizan or mechanic, bwhen
hc made good Wages, generally speaking, if
well-doing, endeavored to acquire a lot and
bauild a house, which, however humble, was
his own; and which he could regard with

complacency as a shelter for his wife and

children, even if he were called away frorn
them. In the yards, or gardens, attached to

these houses were raised the peas, cabbages,
turnips, &c., which materially contributed
to the table of the family; and it was a
pleasant siglit, on a fine spring afternoon, to
see ail the owners of houses, in a suburban
row, out working in their gardens, with
their boys and girls iclping them. It was
in such humble gardens, also, that flic au-
rieulas and polyanthus, and tulips, and
carnations and gooseberries were raised-by
men who gave their mind to one thing-
which took the first prizes at flower ard
fruit shows. Others turned their atten-
tion to birds, or animals; and many of
them attained such excellence in their re-
spective pursuits, that sales formed a respect-
able little item of income. These proprie-
tors, delighted to add fron tine to tirne to
their properties everything that was con-
veilent, and beautiful, and profitable, so far
as they could ; and this verypursuit contri-
buted to their health and happiness, and that
of their families. There was another great
advantage to the artizan, in securing a cot-
tage of his own. So long as it was to pay
for by instalments, be , had no time or
money to waste in sloth, drinking, or folly.
le had a higli and holy purpose before
him-te pr.oviding a domicile for his fa-
mily+.--whici overbore ail petty tempta-
tions to idleness or wasteful expenditure ;
and, by the- tine his bouse was paid for,
habits of prudence and sobriety were forn-
ed. And theres was always this addi-
tion or that improvement to be made,
wiich required still further diligence and
econromy.

But it was about house-building that I
intended to write, and not the general

principle that every family should have its

own bouse ; and ny object is to call the
attention of parties intending to build, to a
few principles, the neglect or violation of
which, in building, will work them mickle
woe in ail their after experience.

The first of these is, that a bouse should
be secured against wet and damp. Every
one knows that the roof of a bouse should be
water-tight ; and if even a nail-hole lets in
a few drops, the landlord must be warned


