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MR. CHAIR'MAN AND GENTLE-MEN,-Having, had the honor of
an invitation, froni the presiclent of

the Royal Canadian 'Military Institute, to

cithier cicliver a lecture or reaci a papier l)c-
fore the niembers of this institute, 1 have in

accordance therewith adopteci the latter, and
anîd have selected for a subject -' Ashanti.'"
in so doing 1 have in a mciastirc lCCn in-
tuenced l)y the interest which naturally de-

v'olves iponl tic nainle mn qulestion, due ho
the prominent mianner in wvhich it lias been
bruughit before the public cluring a great ninl-
ber of ),cars, and more especially ini con nection
'vith the two expedihions %which %verc mrade

to Kutnassi, its capital, the mie in 1873-1874,
ider the connand of the prescrit Coi-

niander-ii-Chief of the British Arrmy, Lord
Wolseley, anci tic other of recent occurrence
linier the commnanci of Sir Francis Scott.

lu Tntruduce the sul)ject I)tol)rly, it wvill

be necessary t(> devutc a1 feuv minutes to a
getcrltiui l)ricf, accouint uf thc posses-

sionls on tlîe West coast of Africa.

'llie British possessions in WVest Africa
arie :T''le (Ganiia, Sierra Leone, the Gold

Cýoast and Lagos. In the strict sense of tic
Word, they, are flot coloimes, b)ut nicrely traci-

intg Settlements, in Nvhicl the l)ix(ltcts of the
tîeiî,lhloring, counîtries arec (ollectc(l andi ex-
(-laige(l for Luropeati goods. 'l'lie climiate

is such that tropeatis caniiot live tliere per-
înlatîcntly anîd cveni the niegro itihlalitants

-ter gr-l ri îaaial fcver, as it is

d(tlpt, hiot, mlalarial anidl mtnhcaltli)y. 'llie

Wvest Coast of Africa lias l>een fr.equtenîted by
Itraders silice it w~as first exllre(l by Ille l't-

tuguese iii thîe latter Paîrt of tlle s 5tl cenltury.ý

In the 1 7th century tlîc chief miaratinie na-
tions of Europe, excel)t the Spaniards, hiac
forts or factories establishied on the coast,
frumi which they uisedl ho supply. slaves to thecir

p)lantatiotns iii the W1est Indlics and in Amier-
ca.

At the cotncncernet of the l)resclit cen-
tury tliese nations agreed to ut clown the
slave tra(le, wilîih consiclcrably dIiiiiî ishcdç
the imiportatnce of the coast. The 1 uttch
andl tle I )anies relini(Itluih(ltlîcir possessionis,
and although the French anci I'oi-tiiguese re-
tajnc(l thecirs, the Etîglish wvere l)ractically
without any serious rivalry in the develo>-
ment of a legrîtiniate tracte in tropical pro-
clucts, to take the pilace of the slave trade.
\Vithin the last feiv )-cars thc Ftenchî have
l)een spending latrge sunis, and inaking

strentious efforts to found a great Frtenchi
Empire in niotti-%%esterni Aftica. 'l'lic Ger-
mins have furied a settiment on tlîc
Gui nca Co>ast, in tlîc iniicidiatc nleiglibor-

lîoud of the B ritish possessions, ando more
ho the suuith tlîe king of thc lega i as
founded the Congo F"ree Stite.

T'he Pt< dutcts of thec ( X>ld Coast ar-c clîielly

sen to î:igîand. (;old is founid in) comisioler-
able qotanties, as wvcll as ivut.y, niionkev.-
ski ns, canlwuod, o>it and robber. 'l'lie pti i -
cillai eXpIu>t is patin oit. 'llic isilpoits at-c,
textiles, alcoloi andl hatrdware.

Ashanti lies, bl)liitit the suites wlicli (>ccilp

the Go;ld Coast. I t is tlie iiiust j>o>wetfitI
atdicl ommciail of any on tic w~estertî shorle

of Ille continent.

'l'lie natio oi 'Cw\l.ui i l illade td

a îiark i n the histusv of tlîe ( ld co asti

W;ls h tdof Mt (tc close uf tlle 1 71oe-

tury. At that tinie thc Ashanti king rted
over a sniall extent of territory around Kumn-
assi, the kingdonm being considered of tite
imp)ortance. 11n 1701 the king of Ashanti
clefeatcd the Denkeras in two great batties,

ovcrran and pillaged the wvhole of I)cnkera
and finally anncxed the greater portion of it
to Ashanti. 'l'lie systcmi of iniilitary diciphine
even at tlîat tinic 'vas characteristic of
Ashanti. Trhc subtjectioin of 1)enkletîa was
the first of a long series of conquests which
raiseci Ashanti to thc position of paramount

power upon the (old Coast. At the coin-
niencenient of the i 9tli century the wholc of
the Gohi Coast 'vas lmier Ashanti rule wvjth
the ecCeption of tic states on the seaboard.

Althotîgli the Ashanti could C(>n(ucr, the),
could flot goverfi, and tlicir atithority ovcî* thc
tributary sutes was imore nominal than meal.

'lhciî, custom after sulbIuing a kingdoni was
to leave thc ki ng scmii-indcpendent, merci ly

cxacting a fixed annual suni as a tribute,
and înilitary service iii tiîni of wvar. Tlhcy
estalishced no garrisons iin the conquercd
territories, appiointe<I no governors or resi -

(lents aiid did flot attcnipt in the leilst to blenld
with Ille people. \Vhen a tributary king
c0lisidercd hiiimiself strong enlotugh ti> tliîruw
off the ille-,:iace tu Ashanîti, lie did su. 'l'lie
Ashanîti ki ng niaintained lus atithority bv re-
p)Cite(l inlvasionts of tic tribtltary suites, he

people of whîch wcî*c not l)611nd ho îlîcir
Cflfl(luetrurs cither-1» byst ctiit or i titerCst.

\Vitl a1 vie"' to lcadînig lit 1<) the C\venîs

Coti ltiCCC With he e.X)CditioIl of 1873-74. it
wiiuil l) uîcncessary ho decal wvitlî Uic inter-
veniin- periud itiasiiiuch as regardls the pt*in-
clpl evenits (-uflhecte( tliheewithi and thc

Ilief pinîîts affcted. Tlhis wvili be (loile in
as brief a mianner as possible, consistenit

wiîh Il i ili)< tanlce of hIe subject.

cape Coast ('asie îwas tlle fir-st setîleiienlt
furied ()I the (. ;ld Coast 1. the li 'ttuguese,
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You can have lndurated Fibreware,though;
it is.especially adapted for camp life, is almost
unbreakable, Iight yet strong, can be knocked
around, and has no hoops to fali off.
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