
DOMINION MEDICAL, MON'IHLY

MEMBRANOUS PERICOLITIS.

13Y J. P. KENNEDY, D
Surgeonl t'O the w ngliani i (eîerat l Hosptti.

i\'y attenttion wvas first vividly drawn ta titis eondfitioti dtii-itil
my annual visit to the Mayo Clinic. in julv a f last year, by Dr.
W. J. M1aya. Dr. Jahez N. Jackson, who, I believe, asthe flrst ta
describe flic condition as a clinical cnitity (Surgery, Gynecology and,
Obstetrics, Septenmber, 1909), wvas visitin g the clinic at flie tinte, and
gave us an address at the Surgical. Cluib one afternoon on flic
pathlîogY, symnptoiriatology and trcatieîît, of thie disease. AVlthongli
I liad previously read bis article in 8î' GtyGinecoloçp and O)b-
stetries, bis graphie description of his gr-aduai eluieitLation, af the
syntiiptomatology) in)prcsscd itsclf npan miy ntind. For the beniefît
of any who may not have seen Lis orilginai-l paper, 1i îaay quote him
as follows:

" The tr ansparent, vaseularized veil appearance of the tactt-
l)ralie strikes one \ attention ver Iy ioilly, witl flic paî'al Ici briglit
red vessels, running witl the long aof a the s(ecndlilig eoloit. lii
soine instances it appears as thoxigli the mîembrane caime on to tite
colon fromi the lateral parictal wall just above the cacu nd
courses directly upward ta (lisappetir bencati tie liver on the
superior layer of the transvers~e ntît-ooolun. lu ather inýstattes it
seems attached like an adhcsion ta the under surface of tin liver
wall anterior ta the normal J)eritaneal reficetian. Again iii otitel
cases it appears as thaugli it had begiitu arbave and descendled 01,
the colon ta its terinination, usuallv itust ibove thc caecum. Aglain
we have secn it pass, aerass and uipward ta the transverse calo"t.
whieh in one instance iras apparently drawnr daim by the mifil-
brane practically paralleling the iseending cabri ta tîne level af
thc caecum. In tis case the gastric sy,.iiij.taiits w ere, mtarkcd as a
result of thc inechanical gastroptasis titus prodnced. lu anc in-
stance this membrane ias ,,,) (lni.s as ta ]ose entircly its, apparent
vaseularity and traiisparcucy,' ý and looked hike a solid siteet of
organîzed fibrous tissiue, hcncath whiedh tbc ascending colon iras s0
lost that it could not, be seen at al] tntil the miemnbranle ias divided
and brushed aside, when an apparcn'tly normal, thaugli colitratcde
colon hecame evident. In no instanee does this, incitbrane resenible
our ordinary conception af an adhesion. It is. jneyer adhercnt to


