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ECOLESIASTIOAL OALENDAR.
MARCH—1868.

Friday, 12—Precioua Blood.
Saturday, 13— 8t. Gregory, P. D.
Buudsy, 14~—-Lassion Sanday.

! Monday, 15—0f the Feria.

" Yaeadsy, 16~ Of the Feria.
Wedoesday, 15—87 Parmice's Day.
*Thuraday, 18~—8t Gabriel Arch,

— —

RecurLaTioNs PorR LexT—All fays of Lent

Saadays excepted, from Ash Wedreeday to Holy
Saturday wcluded, are days of fastng and absti-
wence.

The use of flesh meat at every meal 13 per-
witted on all the Sundags of Lent, with the ex-
<eption of Palm Sunday.

The use of flesh meat 15 also by special indul-
geaces allowed at the one repast on Mondays,
Tuesdays, and Thursdays of every week from the
#irst Sunday after Lent, to Palm Sunday.—On
the first four days of Lent, as well as every day
i Holy Week, the use of flesh meat is pro.
Zibited.

NEWS OF THE WEEBK.

Tho eames of the Feman prisoners who have
weceived the mercy of the Crown are forwarded
Dy telegram, but are not easily deciphered be—
<ause of the capricious mode of spelling em-
ployed. Two Burkes are mentioned, Mackay,
Chas. Kickham, O’Connor, Stark, and O’Keefe.
Petitions praying for the release of other Fentan
prisoners have been presented to the Queen, and
Jenteucy seems to be the order of the day.

If the Queen did not open Parliament 1u per—
som, the cause is eaid to be Her Majesty’s state
of health, which reoders all excitement danger—
ons. Disease of the heart is binted at, but we
Bope tkat there is bere exaggeration, The Con-
tinental news is of little interest ; but the cold,
mot to say msulting, reception that Victor Em-
wmanuel met with at Naples the other day, is 10+
dicative of the ‘batred which Neapolitans of all
zanks eptertain towards the Piedmoatese con-
<querors, and of their design to throw off, at no
distant day, the alien yoke.

‘Tbe Carnival 2t Rome, which 18 usually a
wenson£or the display of political feeling, was
doll this gear. A novel feature, as we learn
Jrom n private letter, was introduced, to the
great astonishment of the Romans: Eight of
~ur Capadian Zouaves, having at their head Sub-
ZLieutenant Taillefer,and the Chevalier Larocque,
&ad contrived a regular Indian canoe, complete
tdllits equipments. Six of them were in the
zostame of male, two 1n that of female Irequoss,
@nd 10 thie guise tbey presented themselves on
Shrove Tuesday on the Corso, where they.
wreated quite a sencation. The Marquis of
Bute bad the honor of receiving, on the day after
#.sh Wedpesday, the Sacrament of Confirmation
by the hands of the Holy Fatber. The young
<oavert made an ofterng of £1,200 to the fund
<l the Peter’s Pence, The canard about the
<death of the Pope bas been contradicted.

"Tue Convent Casg. — Our readers will
‘Bave seen allusions to a trial just concluded in
Faogland, and which has created much sensation.
“The facts, as elicited during a lengthy trial in the
*Court of Queen’s Bench, that lasted abont two
=weeks, are these :—

Miss Saurin, a young lady of a very respect-
2ble’ Trish Catbolic family bad been, under the
.mame of Sister Sclolastica, a member of a com-
asuuity of religious Ladies, of whom Mrs. Starr
was the Supertor. For some lime she seems to
%ave lived happily enough with ber Sisters: but
waare years ago, fault was found with her oo seve-

wat occasions, for neglect of duty,and violation of

#be strict Tules of -conventual hife. The usual

pemsucea for such conduct were imposed, but
wtem to have produced no amelioration in the
<conduct-ef tbe errmg nun. - Indeed it seon be-
_«camie clear that she bad no true vocation for the
weligious life : nor by this, do we intend any im-

@atation-upon-Dliss Saurin’s moral character. A

wyeung lady may be a very excellent person, and
. adecent Chrastisn, and yet be restive under the
. wtrict discipline whieh 'life in a convent necey-
wsanly uoposes upon all ‘whe enter the religious
There are rules, ¥ery necessary wdeed,

~ Zate.

but apparently trivisl, to be observed, such as
keeping silence during certain hours, attendance
at the services of the commuaity &c., &c.,
which to many are rksome : but which for ob-
vious ressons are obligatory upen all who, of
their own free will, bave engaged to submit
themselves to the clock-like regularity of con-
ventual ife. Well! Mise Saurin could not, or
would not obey rules: constant quarrels with the
Superior and other Sisters ensued : and at fast,
for the sake of restoring peace to the
commupity, the Bishop of the diccess was
appealed to: and he, baving carefully nvesti-
gated the case, decided to release Miss Sauri
from her vows, and to give her leave to return
to the world.

But Miss Saurin would not leave tiie Convent.
She insisted upon remaining, despite of the wishes
of her Sisters who longed to be rid of her, and
of the injunctions of the Bishops, The Superior
thereupon 3t seems took her ring from ber, and
go treated her, in order to induce her to leave
the Convent—from whence they could not well
turn her out by brute force—that Miss Saurin
deemed herself the victim of a conspiracy ; and
baving at leogth by the means indicated, been
got rid of, she brought an action for damages
laid at £5,000, against Miss Starr and the Com-
munity.

The tral was long and tedious, full of the
most trivial details :—as to how, on one occasion,
the Saeperior bad given the complainant a brass
thimble which hart her fisger: kow, on another
oceasion, tbe Superior put a duster on ber bead :
and how she had been set to work to scrub floors
with a brush deficient in bristles, These, and
simailar acts of persecution, were sworn to on the
part of the complanant, who also deposed to
cold boiled mutlon having been set be-
fore ber.

For the defence 1t was proved that Miss Saurin
was very uoruly, untidy, and unpunctual : that
she would peramst n writing lettera to the world
outside, in glariag violation of one of the funda-
mental rules of the Community : that she was
constantly late at choir : that she was in the habit
of speaking with strangers who visited the msti-
tutton : that she was barsh to the children who
attended the Convent school : apd that she was
i the babit of appropriating and secretmng things
—trifles indeed—not belonging te her, and would
often abstract, and eat the food of the little
scholars who attended the school. These, and
a number of other sumilar irregularities were
clearly established against the complainant ; and
by these facts the defendants sought to justify their
action towards ber : io that they complaned of
ber conduct to the Bishop ; and afterwards en-
deavored to compel her to leave ther
Community. The verdict was, of course, against
tke Convent, and damages £500 were awarded.
Without expressing any opinion as to the
wisdom of the course of petty anooyances—
the dusters, bad thimbles, cold mutton, and defi-
cient bristles in her brush, of which Miss Saurip
complained—we would remark that this trial has
sigoally disappointed all the lovers of scandai 1o
England. They expected, of course, when first
they heard that a ¢ Convent Case” was to be
tried in one of therr Courts, that a terrible reve-
lation of the immoralities of Cenvent Lfe was
about to be made: and that at last one clear
cass of the forcible detentioa of a pun would be
made out, for the delectation of a Protestant
world. And yet what did the trial bring to
light ? Nothing worse than this: that even in a
Convent, quarrels such as occur between ladies
10 the world, may occasionally break out: and
that pups are far more anxious to get rid of,
than to forcibly detain, a Sister whose conduct
does not please them. The busioess, pitiable as
it is in many respects, bas for ever given the lie
to the scandalous tales about nuns being impri-
soned 1o convent vaults : and it bas also shown
that, if not exempt from buman defects, any ten-
dency to carnal indulgence, to luxury, and to
bodily ease,are not amongst the frailties with
which nuns can be reproached. It is their too
great asceticism, and their over strict discipline,
that scandalises the Protestant community.

For scandalised they are: and though the
Miss Saurin exposures have only exposed in glar—
ing light the falsity of the ordivary calumnies oa
nuns and convents, they will still continue their
war aganst the religious lite, and make of this
case a pretexti for trying to subject convents to
inqusitorial processes, commonly spoken of as
" Smelling Committees.” Thus we see that a
correspondent of the Montreal Herald draws the
conclusion that such *smelling committees”
should be orgamsed—* because it s very evi-
dent that many of the inmates (cf convents) may
be detained againet thewr will:® the fact bemg,
that Miss Saurin’s complamt was, not that sbe
was detained in a convent against her will : but
that she was not allowed to reman in a Convent
against the will of the Superior, and of the other
Sisters, and contrary to the nstructions of the
Bishop. A more striking instance of what is
called the n0n sequiiur we do net rememher to
bave met with even in Proteztast logic. Be.
cacse~(allowing that Miss Saurin’s case was fully
icade out) ~because the means employed to get

rid of a refractory Sister, and induce her to

leaye the Convent were carried to upjustifiable
lengtbs, therefore “.1t 1s very evident,” concludes
the writer in the Herald, © that mauy of the in-
mates may be detatned against therr wifl.” So
if the Herald's editor were roughly to kick an
1mpertinent intruder nto his drawing room, out
of doors, 1t would be a logical deduction that he
bad a lot of British subjects confized under lock
and key, in his cellar.

MR. GLADSTONE's BiLL. — As will be seen
under oor British items, Mr. Gladstone hag
brought forward his measure for the disestablich-
ment and disendowment of the Irish Church.—
The very meagre details furnished by the electric
telegraph, make 1t scarce posible to form an ade-
quate conception of 1ts ments ; but it dces seem
to us to be defictent in some most umportant
pomts. It does not show clearly how the
revenues of the disendowed Eatablisbment are to
be appropriated ; peither does 1t fully estabiish
perflect relizious equality in Ireland.

Some eleven or twelve cathedrals, we are
told, are to be supported out of the public funds.
on the grounds that they are national property ;
but if zational property, then certainly as much,
to ray the leas\, the property of Calbolics as of
Protestants, aod therefore oo longer to be used
for the exclusive benefit of the {atter. If they
are to be supported out of the pubhe funds, then
Catholics must be allowed to use them for thewr
worsbip ; bat if, as iz to be feared, they are to
be devoted exclusively to Protestast religiaus
purposes, the evil principle of religious inequality
and of Protestsnt Ascendency, will still be re.
tained. If Protestants be unable, or nowilling,
out of their owa pockets to keep up in good re-
pair the old ecclesiastical buldings of which, at
the era’ of the Reformation, they robbed the Ca-
tholic Chuoreh, the best plaa would be to put the
latter in possessinn of them, when, we vouch tor
it, they would be well taken care of, without aid
of any kind from the State.

There have been disturbances at the Lake of
Two Mouataios amongst the Indians. Some
have been arrested on a charge of threatening
to destroy the property of tbe Sulpicians, to
whom the Seigoory belongs. The misguided
men bave, it 13 to be feared, been excited to
these crimes by some scoundrels of anotber races
who will escape the punishment that they deserve,
far more than do the Indians, whom, by their
falsehoods, and attacks opon the Sulpicians, they
bave excited to a violation of the laws, and an
outrage upon therr benefactars, the gentlemen of
the Seminary.

HoMAGE To IRELAND's PATRON SAINT.—
Feast or St. Patrick, 1869.—The Church
marks the solemn season of Lent with special
offices, 1n order lo remind us of the sorrows and
sufferings of our Savioue durng the forty days
which preceded His glorious tr;umph over sin
and death—in the Resurrection.

Our Divine Lord invites us Himself to that
spirit of prayer and mortification which the oum
berless Saints bave endeavored to praclice both
in the solitude and 18 the ¢ Crusade.” All had
1 view—one great object, the salvation of their
fellowmen ; and in forwarding this one object,
they were usiog a powerful means of securing
their own eternal salvation.

Their respective lives tell us of tbeir wonder-
ful control, through the simple means of grace,
over the wclinations of men; and while we ad.
mire the emment victue of each in lus owa pecu-
liar sphere—~we marvel at tbe indomitable per-
severance of a Xavier in India—the ardor of a
St. Dems of France—and to speak of one in
particular—the burcing zeal of a St. Patrick of
Ireland. ]

Commissioned by the See of Rome to preach
the Faith to an uosettled people, we are as-
tonished when we coneder the masy dificultses
with which he was surrounded, and how nobly St.
Patriek fulfilled the arduous task imposed upoa
him. The great Apostle took up with vigor his
bumble mission, and spoke to the hearts of the
Insh people that faith which each succeeding
generation wherited as a legacy from its true and
noble-minded forefathers. If there be a bright
spot upon the pages of the History of Ireland, it
18 that ehich records the preservation of the Ca-
tholic faith amidst ceaseless tyranny and perse-
cutions ; and we cao pomt with pride to the ap-
pearance of St, Patrick—as the lummary that
first eolightened and opened the minds ot the
Irish people to the truths of religion—that led
them oo from pagamsm to Christianity—and
caused the scene of his labors to merit o future
years, that rare, but deerviog title of the Jsland
of Sainta.

His was a life of toil—of forbearance—of
self-sacrifice to the spiritual interests of His
cherished flock.

If we wish to bave an 1dea of the extent or of
the result of bis lifelong labors—where can we
fiod 1t better exemplified than in the firm attach-
ment of mllions of his. Celtc people—gathered
together under the shield of the Cross—to pay
to his thrice happy meczory—theic bumble tri-
butes of honor aod veneration.

And as he was ecdeared to our ancestors in

~

Iife, ¢ so is he to us jn death ;” and while many
have signalized this snniversary before us—the
Church bas marked 1t 1n ber boly offices to reeall
him to our remembragce—while Carolan, of ald
played his sacred deeds to the music ot the Trish
Harp—O'Connell mungled the faith with bis
magic eloquence—and the bard w sweet, but
solemn strajps—sings his soul to rest.

Many were the characteristics of the life of
St. Patrick ; .but surely of his many virtues—is
generosity and his courage—both sprioging from
the same fountain of faith—ueither have been lost
to the people of Ireland ; and long may they
cherish the lessons of bis edifying life—long may
his memory be ensbrined in the bearts of the
Celuc people.~— Com.

MERRIE ENGLAND,
[COMMENICATED.]

The Reformation made poverty a crime—at
least we are forced to so cenclude from the
treatment of paupers in countries blest with that
evangelical paraces—an open Bible. We do
not for 2 mement deny that strenuous efforts may
bave been made by thousands of philantbropic
wdividuals—in Eagland especially—to remedy
the evi, but lutberto these efforts have been
quite 1neffectual. Private charity cao only in-
fluence a circumscribed space ; it requires a -ell
orgamzed system to do real good.

Tt 15 in vain for pohtica! econom:sts to indulge
in fne-spun arguments and philosophic reflections
upon the true principles of government, and the
necessary refations of canse and effect. All the
philosophy m the world cannot withstand Lhe
stern logic of facts. Drofound thiokers may
point out the ewil and the remedy, but if things
remaia 1n the same condition for all that, then
we must seek a salvation of the problem upon
other grouads. A superabundance of population
is a favorite hobby of those waould-be cobbiers of
the social order, but we fail to understand the
meaping of svch an argument, Wide-spread
pauperism 18 an evil of comparatively modern
origin. To assert that thece are too maoy peo-
ple in this or that particufar locality may or may
aot be true. Still, it 1s very probable that the
same objeclion might have been used five bun-
dred years ago, if -the same state of things ex-
isted.

If Englishmeo, of patriotism and impartiality,
can look back to lhe scctal condition of therr
native land before the Reformation, and compare
its stalue now with its state then, without sighing
for a return of the beneficent spint of Catholic
days, then, indeed, they are to be pitied. Why,
from the accounts we have received from me-
dieval writers, tt 15 very certain the serf, willam
or by whatever other name was expressed the
feudal relations of the lower classes to the higher,
was vasily soperior—in everything that consti-
tutes the pleasures of existence, to the ¥ middle”
and lower orders of our age. There was less
sense of dependaace, aithough, nominally, a hasty
glance at the times might exhibit to us a stale
of society somewbat resembling Russian Serfdom,
and the slavery which the late struggle in Ame-
rica abolisbed. Let us remember moreover,
that tbe inferior classes of olden times were never
a burden upon the State. They might bave had
less of that queer privilege which moderns call
“liberty,” They may pot bave possessed the
noble prerogative of being periodically drummed
up to the polls to vote for the driver who whipped
them on. They could not read; but then
they had this advaatage : they had faith, which
comes by bearing: they had morality which is
vborn of a liying faith: they had contentment,
which, alone, virtue can hestow. Tt would be
well for our age, if the lower classes could ex-
change their perverted knowledge for the blessed
ignorance of the same order of the Middle Ages.
Now a-days, they know just enovgh to be ex-
cited and made discontented by the exaggeration
of their wrongs, which a vesal press 1 ever ready
to lay before tkeir eyes, And this exaggerated
cry over grievances is the principal cause of that
subtle spirit of democracy which is slowly but
surely undermining the most ancient thrones of
Europe.

Of what use is politica! iberty wiibout bread ?
Let tbe most ardent admirer of our times ask
the semi-brutalized, starving, over-worked pea-
santry of England whether they would prefer
thewr present unbappy coandition to the well.fed
contentment of their order in the Middle Ages.
Who can doubt the answer they would give?
Stately workhousea grew out of the ruins of the
monasteries, but the Catholic charity which dig-
uified honest poverty 1o the latter is altogether
unkuown in the former. The poor Englishman
would rather see the sun set upon the dead
bodtes of his starved oftspring, than expose them
to the pompous niggardliness called State alms.
The poor of the Catholic age never felt that
honest poverty was a disgrace, simply, because
they were never made to feel that it was such.
In this age, and in England especally, poverty s,
locked upon as a crime—nay, werse than a
crime—for, while the criminal 15 warmly clad,
well fed and housed, the deserving pauper is
bhauded over to the teader mercies of those aw-
ful creatures the parish officers, of whom Mr,
Bumble was 2 sample.

Now, why does such a state of things exist in
Eogland, with her power, her wealth, ber je-
sources? All the political economy of Smith
or Mills or any otber thinker, cannot explain the
anomaly. Theories are well esough upon paper.
They attack~—they please —people give them 2
few days notice, but, after all, pauperism 1ncreases
acd legislation is as powerless a 2ver. No oge
can doubt the generous intentions of the English
governmert and people in their efforts to apply a
remedy to this unhappy condition of the social
system. But, nevertheless, whea dissppointment
follows 1ts most streouous ¢forts, 1t 1s not 100
much to say that though the deed be present,
the ‘sprrit, which alone could make it efizacious,
1s absent. The spint of the Cathohe Charch is
the mighty agent that is wantmg. Without it,
the misest plans fail fo accomphish. the slightest
fasting good. Every principle which has goae
to the conselidation of England’s magnificeny
empire was born of the Catholic spirit: the one
great enemy to the weltare of that empire, pau.
perizm, 18 the baletul child of the Reformation.

Some may be nclined to soeer at this asser-
tion, as arguiog a great igonorance of pre-Re-
formation times. We are fully aware that po-
verty—not pauperism—existed then as welj as
now. * The poor ye bave always with you,”
said the Divine Redeemer. But there 1s a vast
diflerence between the two cases. The poor man
of the Catholic period was a person who was to
be treated as a suftering member of Jesus Christ :
the pawper of Protestantism is an incumbraace
lo be got rid of—the product of that irreligion,
'nfidelity and gross materialism which constitute
modern woo-Catholic civilisation.

The Catholic spirtt entered largely into the
rank and file of that great movement whicb, led by
the barons, obtained for Enplishmen the cbarter
of their liberties. When John was bearded at
Runoymede, 1t was nol rebellion but justice that
made bim submit. Whea thus humbled aod
temporanly shora of his power, why did not the
triumphaot party give way to that madnpess and
cruelty which atterwards, proved so disastrous to
the less tyramnical Charles 1.7 Was, it pot
because the spirit ot the Catbolic Church beld
the uoruly passions of the commanalty in check,
and thus protected the rights of authonty by re-
stricting the lawless will of the monarch on the
one side, and the excessive exactions of the
people oo the other. Look, agaim, at the ex-
ample ¥rance affords us. Though grieviously
oppressed for a long period, 1t was only when
the principies of Voltare—that most copsistent
of Reformers—became, to a certain exteat, pre-
valent among the poor of the larger cities, that
truth, obedience and bumanity were cast to the
winds, and the werldstood aghast at tie monster
which isfidehity bad evoked., The tattered rag,
of the sans culottes sat upon the throne of Saing
Lous, zund the beggar of the Faubourg St. An-
toine canced about the rogal corpse ol the de-
scendant of a hundred Kings,

1t 1s a serious thing for a nation when its pau.
perism begins to excite anxiety and alarm. The
sprritual authority which alone could iofluence
the heaving mass of discontent has been rejected
by those very nations which now stand helpless
in the presence of the great danger. The step
from irreligion to Revolution is very short,—
Moral counsiderations alone, can withhold the
mmpatient, heated, untutored elemenis which ex-
ist to day in Engaind. They wunt that moral
actidote, but Protestantism canot furpish 1t.—
Catholicity to England was like health to the
body. Itsgood was not appreciated until lost.
According as the wild passions which bred the
Reformation die away, the eyes of impartial

Englishmen are becoming more open to this
great truth.

There i3 another thing they may understand
also :—spoliation ot the Catholic Church has ever
been essentially followed by pover y, both na-
tiopal and individual. The tyran’s pander,
Thomas Cromwell, founded Laglish pauperism
upon the desecrated remains of shrines and ab-
bies which be robbed. Would it not be a very
just action to give back to the Catholic Church
a portion, at least, of that property which was so
necessary for the maiatepance of 1he helpless
and poor? In ashort time we should see the
immense sums, which Eoglaad pays for a solu-
tion of this great question, dimimsh gradually,
anid the poor become once more the chldren of
religion —not the whipped slaves of the State.
Poverty requires the maternal touch of the Ca-
tholic Church, not the rude grasp of cold State
craft. Uatil she gain once more the upper hand,
pasperisim—as produced by the pseudo-Reform-
ation will continue to perplex England. To talk
about pumbers, to divide, subtract, cut up into
fractional percentages—to prose learnedly about
“life rates,” *climatic influences,” * average
prolifickoess” &e.,—may be very well for those
who understand the ratiopalistic )argon: but it
will never succeed 1 effecting the slightest good.
All this theorizing comes from not understanding
the question. It is not numbers that we speak
of so much as the condition of those numbers,—
That condition has been brought abeut by causes
which had their origio in Reformatien principles.
Uatil those principles cease to infAluence the
governing classes of England, pauperism will re-
towa its present hidvous peculianties—will be a
rock ahead threatentg destruction—a sword of
Dawocles, suspendcc over her devoted head—a
prablem mpossible ¢f solution.

J. M. J. G.

Mr. O'Farrell of Quebec publishes a certifi-
cate fr_'om Whalen, exonerating lim from any
complicity in the murder of Mr, McGee.



