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etter than;the wives . and. mothers«whoZpajite
W P N e ""‘f"“ ..lw.sit,..?, L
v her out as a model forithe youngZlor.copy.;:bel-
. L e S R
. ter than the whole world;~save-one; whorfoT, her’

"

- gwdance acd direction beld the-“aecrets ¥of< Bg‘lf;

beart withio bis keeping in  the tribunal’of - pen=:
-aace. i,#M?rion';’ft‘Ee‘ Marion who bad but-just now:

-spokeniso;pretulyrand:so well of;the:duty. of sub=

diag s gt el 1-mater paskins
the predominant: faing to of her soul,’take.-to-

herselfiibe! praiserwhich young and old ahke be-
stowedZupon bef._. 7
~'Poor:Marion like mostiof :us, you.can preach
~well to, others'; ‘and,: like% many ‘well-meaning
gersong; you sadly‘want patience with- yourself,.
You have not’yet:léarnt the practice of that-wir-
-ue on which_yoi have déscanted to your-pupils
- this very eventag=j=you feel that-inward commo-.
~.tion within you, that interior.disturbance, where
you would faa that all were at peace,, Aad for
a moment you yield, and in a voice and gesture
.and manper you betray the emotion of "your
~ heart ; and then, mstead of repairiog the evil,
- you become impatient with yourself.  Small
~wonder, but twenty-one summers bave passed
over thy fair young bead; why, you bave yet
- to leara that the strife may go oo for Lhirty,
- forty,fifty.years,—nay, for a whole life, and still—
Ay, reader, do you not know,as well as we
--ourselves, hat ever, ever we may strive, and yet
ghat the night in which no man can work may
. came, does come, aad still the master-passion re-
-.mmains unsubdued ?
Child of earth, lose not couragej he, that
.. paor, querulous, 1mbecile man, 1s left thee, per-
.baps, 1n mercy, so that by patient, meek endur-
ance thou mayest merit a bright hereafter. Well
for us, ndeed, if 1 such a spirit we can 8ccept
.our trials. Fleeting as an April shower, its
seearl drops caught up by the sua’s warm rays,
-were the tears which bad lingered, just one mo-
.ment, 10 Marion’s eyes, and dashing them hastily
. aside, with a brizht smile again on her face, she
« ge-entered the room n which she had left her
. pupils, and walked some way home with them,
4ill sbe resigned them into the bands of the house
&keeper, who bad come’to meet them ; and then
.returned o ber certainly far-from-cheerful home,
w£or an hour’s reading before she retired to rest.
Shall we own the truth? this was Marion’s
pleasantest hour, — her hour of recreation, of
amusement. Well, it was so to her, yousee;
sfor the earlier hours of the day were engaged 1
eacling, then some two or ibree in the com-
pany of one who bad loog lost all claim to the
Aitle of companion ; who rarely spoke, or if he
«~f16, it was to moan out some querulous com-

- plaiat, or utter some remark which told of utter

: abseace of imtellect, of perfect imbecility. —

1

.

..comes before the dawn.

Surely this could pot be callec relief, after the
anxious duties of the day.

CHAPTER XIL—UNDER A CLOUD—TRICKS OF
THE TRADE.

¢ltis an old saying, that the darkest hour
HerYert, I do not
-<thiak we can well have a darker than ths,” said
Lilian, as, with eyes streaming with tears, she
sat one burning August morning making up a
black dress, as a mourning garb for her firstborn,
its pale, cold little form now lymng stretched in
.its gray coffin, in the adjoining room.

s Alas, my Lilwa !’ replied ber husbacd, re-

~placing in its envelope a letter be had just read,

¢ gt has been a comfort amidst our own misery to
koow that poor Marion and your father were go-
ing on pretty quetly ; but even that has come to
an-end. I really do mot hlke, or feel satisfied
with myself, even io our cruel emergency, using
the five.pound note tbat darling girl has sent us
“this morniog ; and yet, witbout doing so, how are
-awe possibly to lay our poor child in its grave 1—
But try and eat, Lilian ; your strenglh will
quite go, it you do not take some support ; and
yet there is nothing to tempt the sickly palate
hiere,’ he added, as he pushed aside the weak tea
-and simple bread and butter, which yet stood un-
tasted before her.

] capnot eat, Ferbert,’ she exclaimed, drop-
‘ping the work on which she had been engaged,
for she could scarcely see through ber fast-fall-
4ng tears. ‘It 1s as you say, so hard to take
«poor Marion’s bard-earned money, and see no
-way of repaying her ; for, mark my words, my

v husband, as soon will yonder sun fall from the

r -bad quitted some

- should not say on a sma

- sitaation.’

--street has many nuisances,

. Liambeth—all made up

. a paor locality,

.

\sheavens as you will have justice done you by the

disapposnted author-publisher, for whom your
brain has worked so many weary hours. Talk
10 me of picture-dealers; yes, they are bad
enough, no doubt, but yet not so bad as this man
.Maaton.’
At this moment a double koock was heard at
-the door ; and then Lilian heard berself called
; by name. ’

¢ How vuigar !" she exclaimed, as she left the

. room. ¢ I fear it will be some time before I shall

get accustomed <o all the horrore of our present

Herbert sighed beavily. If Lulian was fasti-
dious, what then? Contrast ber former stately
bome with the httle square in Lambeth in which
they repted an unfurnished first floor ; for they
three moaths since the ;rgtt;;{,

cottage in Brixton. ~ ar
gt e man : Lilian was woat to
say. The eterpal cries of water-cresses and
Yarmouth berrings in the morniog—the berd of
uokempt, noisy children, who constantly buag
about the doors of the bouses, congregating o

. knots of fifteens and tweaties, as they left a rag-
. ged s

hool hard by—1ibe DBabel of discordant
o the afternoon—the repetition of the
morning nuisance, with the increase of the ven-
dors of sundry viands for the four o’clock tea or
early supper of the mechanics, of whom nota
few live in the small squares and back streels of
a medley of borrors on a
lectual, gifted Lulian ; we
Il scale, however, for to

tae quietly or studiously inclined, as well as to the

delicate in bealth, whose throbbing heads so pant

after quiet, what is so terrible as a poisy neigh-
. borhood?  However, the back streets, which 8
are always unquiet, must of ue-
cessity e the dwelling places of .the peedy-lady
.. and gentleman ;. snd heaven help them .in their

habitatiots, -noor souls, espectally 1f they have
-.weak perves? The Sundays, too; why, really

.soupds 1

small scale for the ntel

. R T s
fé"dﬂlz-g,‘lgws were as striit-liced and-narrow..as.a cer:.

“our digression.
*

<Lihan alinost wished sometimes that men -whose

tain noblemsan ﬁ'e,m&tﬁ;f,}:gﬁ“ﬁ!dB’g&ip;gheitJ_Sancjj_
R e T P N AN TR ey T
timoniousy:rigid endsiregardiog-the Sabbalh:
‘DELtsr ehe  would: gay * than"this eternal;din
‘Cats=meat !/:ay, éven the ~edphdnios, ery- of
‘cats-meation¢ the ‘Suoday-morning, when sundry
haads .werew hifted_ up thiough-area railings, and
atretcbed out*-arms*(hrough half<apen’ doors, be-
“trayiog that_tbe mistress “of “the house ‘was;still
en deshabille, baving epjoyed a prolonged rest
because it-was ‘Sunday;: ~and, then the afternoons,
when-ery succeeded ¢ry, strawherries and‘other
fruits, of the season;’ followed: by *winklés—we
presume.the" word.is abbreyiated for_the sake of
‘the . breath.-of the ecrier ; however, these low
sights and sounds-fortiied a-catagory ot borrors
for the sensitive; dervous, lady,.whose hard fate
compelled ber.to endure them. - To return -from.

~

(To be continued.)

—

IRISH INTELLIGENCE

Tae Irtsa EpvucaTioN (QumstioN.— When bad men
conspire it is time for good men  to combioe. The
Calvinsts, the Freethinkers, the bad Catbolics, and
the place-huntera in Irelsnd having conspired to
thwart the very moderate plan of the Governmeny
for meeting partially the jost claims of the Hiersrchy
and people of Ireland respeating the Catholic Uni-
veraity, we are much gratified 1o find that the sub:
ject hag been taken up in the Dablin Town Gouncil
Chamber, and thai the resolutions proposed by Al-.
derman M‘Swiney have been approved by the Hon.
Mr. Vereker and other Protestant members of the
muagicipality.

As the Corporation took vigorous action 1ust year

on the same question, upon the motion of Sir John
Gray, Alderman M'Swiney has satisfactorily ex-
plained in his very able spesch why they should now
renew their exertions to obtain for the Oatholice of )
Ireland a privilege enjoyed 1o common by Gatholics,
Anglicans, and Protestant Dissenters in Ezgland. —
Had the matter been left in the hands of the Minis-
ters of the Cruwn mnd of Parliament there would
have been no special cause for the iaterference of
tbe Dublh Town Councii, But as the Presbyterian
Sypod thrust themselves forward, indecently and
impertinently, to obstruct a measuze of fair play to
their Catholic countrymer, it bacame & duty with
the Reformed Qorporation of Dublin to make &
courter demonstration on behalf of tolerance and
justice,
- It is impossible to imagice anythieg more impu-
dent than the conduct ot these bigoted Nltopian Cal-
vinists. They bave their Queen's College at Belfast
virtually to themselves at a great expensé to the
State; and they have and enjoy the great advan-
tages of graduation at the Queen's University and at
Trinity College. Yet they have effrontery to clamor
aganst affording to the Catholica, who canuo? con-
scientiously graduate at either of these Upiversities,
s facility for obtaining academical degrees in the
ouly way that can possibly be meade available. The
Irish Cutholics do not object to their Protestant
fellow-subiects of sll denominations being favoured
with the utmost facilities for completing a high class
education. They do not complain that the Presby-
terians of Ulster monopolise the endowment of the
Queen's College at Belfast, under the false pretence
of imperting mixed education They sev the mono-
poly —they are aware of the false preteace, and they
make no complaint. All they ask ja that they—the
paople of [reland—shall be allowed the freedom of
education which the Oatbolics of England enjoy in
common with the Protestants of this country, and
that & portion at least of those funds which the
State provides nominally for their education sball be
really applied to that purpose. We don’t hesitate to
denounce the present eystem & great frauwi upon the
nation. It is principally for the education of Catho-
lics that the Queen’s Colleges were founded in Gal-
way and Oork ; and as the returns prove to demon-
gtration that the Catholics will not, because they
cannot, conacientiously make use of these colleges,
it is clear that the public money is grossly misapplied
and wasted.

It is mot a large staff of officials—Presidents, Vice-
Presidents, Deans of Residence, Professors and Lec-
turers, that conatitutes a college; but it is by this
horde of nearly useless officiala that the funds of the
Queen's COolleges in Galway and Cork are chiefly
consumed, and it i3 really for then use that the
money 18 taken out of the Consolidated Fund. The
Corporation of Dublin rightly protesis against this
scandalous waste, wher the money is required for
valuable public purposes, and wheo Parliament
weets after the recess, the Lord Mayor will appear in
gtate at the bar, accompanjed by representatives of
gevera! other Irish municipalities, to preeent a peti-
tion in favor of such a mensure of justice to the Ca-
tholics of Ireland in the matter of collegiate educa-
tion ag they have & right to expect.

If the obstacles to a reorganisation of the Queen’s
Uuiversity, s0 as to mseet the legitimate 6laims of the
Irish be insurmountable, let the attempt be discon-
tinued, and & Charter granted to the Oatholic Uni-
versity, and at the Bame time funds set apart for the
sczomplishment, through that channel, of the ob-
ject which the Queen's Colleges have 8o aignally
failed to effect, namely, the imparting to the lay
Catholica of [reland of an elevated collegiate edu-
cation. Trnity College 13 & college and a univer-
sity for the education of Anglican Protestants —
What rational objection can there be to make the
Oatholic University a similar iostitution for the
education of Catholics? If such an arrangement
should drain the Quesn’s Qolleges dry, and turn their
halls into a desert, shut them up as unprofitable
schools, and sell them to the highest bidder. In-
dustry and capital will find use for them. At pre-
gent they are a gross imposition.~ Weekly Register.

EpuoaTioN ¥ IBELAND.~dr. Gregory, member
for Galway has forwarded the annexed coneclusive
answer to the application made to him to sizn the
declaration in favour of a forced system of mixed
education in Ireland, Tbhe distinction drawn be-
tweer permissive mixed and compulsory mixed teach-
ing is aa sound as it is obvious. and every thinking
man who is not a proselytiser in heart will concur
with Mr. Gregory that if the denominsational system
be essential in England 1t cannot be prejudical in
Ireland. The following ts Mr. Gregorys reply : —

Cool Park, March 29, 1866.

My Lords and Gentlemen—I have received a cir-
cular from your secretary requesting me to alix my
name to & document affirming the necessity of main-
taining ag it standa the present sratem of mixed edu-
cation in Ireland.

Iregret that [ cannot accept that invitation,—
While I baveno desire to overthrow the present
system of national education, at the sama time I am
pecfectly prepared to accept such modifica.ions of it
ng will in a large nnomber of cases permit tbe clergy
ot ull denominsations to combine religious with Becu-
lar instruction,

This claim to educate their flock ia the demand of
a large proportion of our own clergy as well as of
the clergy of the Roman Qatholic Church.

- It has been recoguised in Ecgland by the heads of
both parties and our chief public men, by dMr Dis.
raeli at Oxford, and by Mr. Gladstone, the two lead-
ers in the House of Oommons; by Mr, Hardy, the
member !or the University, and by Mr. Henley, who
both 1aid down in the House of Oommons last year
without contestation, thatdootrinal teaching and
denominational education ought to be the ruie of
public inatruction in England.

I cannot, therefors, bring myself to thick that that

Sabbath: far |7

-| servant,, 4 "

seribed . 10 Ireland in spite of the .rembn;'t@.ﬁ:é,é' ‘of
the<6lérgy -both-of y the’OBurches of} vErfng}grd';fgnd-.
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your obedient.

: W. H. Gesqoay.
- MagmitLAN's Magaziie.—The -most - interesting
artiole;to’us in; Macmillan is on * the new Lrish. diffi-|
culty. " There io nothing in it new to those. who
have really-attenced to Ireland;butfor an Englsh’
and Protestant. pen it is more:than usually falr.

Everything showy that the English. peopie are ~more

and more opening their eyes to the necessity of al-

lowing Ireland to be governed for the Irish and as

the Icish desire. = Of the Priaits he gays s«

‘It ig not'in hamah natuce that the. ordinary Ro-

English connegtion: Hé knows thas he ie distrusted
and disliked by.the majority.of Eaglish Protestants.
Weé, can  bardly read-an article- on Ireland in an:

evilsithat affect 1nsh sociely are attributed to his
inflience.aed to hig faith. “He-knywa that the: great
ptide of the'English “nation igiits  tnteasing war
against the Ohurch, which is to Bim the * pillar and
gruund of the faith.” He sees around him a Protest-
ant ¢.ergy, owing their endowments to & conqueror’s
decree, and ‘drawing from a wax on Irish land the
means of spreading what he and the majority of the,
people believe to be a poison of heresy (atal to the
soal.”

And yet he adds— ’

%I do not believe that any clergy in the world are
more heartily devoted to their duties as pasters and
rulers of their flocke. It iseasy for Englishmen to
gneer at men who embrace lives of celibagy and
poverty, who deny themselves fami'y endearments,
the comforts of a homs, the luxuries of weslth; for
the men who refusa an endowmesnt must, to the well-
tegulated Engliah Vicar or Rector, seem simply in-
gane. Bat the Irish Priest, migerably naid, cheerfully
shareg the poverty of his flock, while the demands on
kis time are such as would aifright the most devoted
High Oharch Clergyman of the Anglican establigh-
ment. It must be confessed that they undergo
chearfully, manfully, and with earnest goodwill, the
work they have, as it were, laid out for themselves.”

This ie & statement which, as we know, anily comes
ghort of the truth. Still, such an aceoun. of the
Irish Priesthood could not have been found in an
Eunglish Protestant (and ulira-Proteatant) magazine
a very few years ago.

The events of next week, Reform and the Irish
Church questions, are pregnant with interess to lrish
politicians, The Ministry, who through tke intimid-
ation of the Scotch and Ulster Presbyterians, wus
deterred {rom extending the smallest meed of educa-
tional justice to a Catholic nation, would find them-
selves 1n a considerskie minority in the division on
Reform it the Irish Liberal vote were to avenge
themselves, not on the measure, but on the Miniaters,
by either absencs or oppositivn next week. Such
courae, however, they will no: take, but trust to
improved feeling ana a better understanding of the
Irish question, which it is difficult—so difficult to get
underatood by the British public. Judge Fletcher,
by desceat an Englisbman, in his celebrated charge
to the Grand Jury of Wicklow, in 1841—a charge
frequently quoted by O'Cennell—a masterly view of
the causes of Irish discontent, all of which save one
exist, differing only in degree, at the present momeat,
referring to the profound ignorance of our Euglish
neighbours, who, generally speaking, know sbout as
much of the Irish as they do of the Hindoos. Does
a visitor come to Ireland to compile & book of travels,
what is his ecourse? He is handed about from one
country gentleman to another—all interested in con-
cealing frorz him the true state ot the country—he
pagses from &quire tosquire, each rivalling tke other
in entertaining their guest—all busy in pouring
fulsehoods into his ears touching the disturbed state
of the country aad the vicious habits ef the people.
Such is the crusade of information which the English
traveller sets forward, and he returns to his own
country with all his unfortunate prejudices doubled
and confirmed, in a kind of moral despair of the wel-
fare of puch & wicked race, having mace up his mind
that nothing ought to be done for this lawleas and
degraded commuuity. Does not the gross ignorance
of British Ministers, the British press generally,
British Members of Parliament, and the British na-
tion as s whole, prove that more than half & century
bas produced little improvement in them, in re-
ference 10 & correct undersisndicg of Irish public
and social questions. Judge Fietcher denounced the
relations of landlord and tesant, eviction, and rack-
renting, want of yroper tenure, fruud-like absence of
farm sieading, absenteeism, grand jury jobbing, the
Eatahlished Church tithes, proselytsing societies and
schools, absence of tenant freedom as to the franchise,
Orangeism, the constitution of the magistracy and of
juriea, the general corraption or paruality in the ad-
ministration of the Iawe, and the utter degradation
of the peasantry, who have not '* the comfort of &n
BEnglish sow"—* for an English farmer," says the
judge from the bench, * would refuse to eat the flesh
of & hog 8o lodged and fed as an Irish peasantis”
This remarkable charge would form & fiStiog text for
an able Irish member in the forthcoming debales on
Irish questions,—Dubltn Cor. of Weekly Register.

AR TroN MiNg.—[u & mouantainous district called
Smair Hill, in the county Longford, a eeemingly ex-
haustiesa vein of iron is being wrought upon since
last June. [tisalready supk to the depth of thirty
feet, and the ore it yislds ia said to be of uncommon
excellence and purity Immense quantities of it are
daily carted from the mine to the Orossdoney Rail-
way Biation, whenoe it is coaveyed to Dublin, and
afterwards shipped to Wales. Here it is sold to the
owners of fouadriea at the rate —it is said —of £3 per
ton, and this, all expense deducted, i8 considered a
fine price. Thbe ground contrining the mine has
been purchased from the Rev. Mr. Porter by Messra,
Riwchie & Son, Belfust, at a lesss for thirty-one
yeara. Althoughso lately turoed to account, the
mine is not of recent discovery, for some thirty years
ago an attempt was made to raise some of the ore,
but from want of capital or of enterprise of the un.
dertaking was relinquished.— Correspoadent of Anglo
Celt,

In & number of the Freeman's Journal, which bas
just reached ms, we find the following advertise.
ment i—

* Found, on Stephen’s-green, a Bank Note. The
owner can have 1t on etating number and amount.
As the fipder is poor, it is boped a reward will be
given. Apply to H, Note, Office of this Paper.”
Think wbat thia implies —the finder is poor. He
would be justified in law a3 well as in morality if he
had said, ‘I am not bound to go to the expense of
advertising. The loset may perbaps be a man too
rich to care about it ; or he may be too stingy to pay
the cost of an advertisement, and will throw the loss
upon me.' In theface of all these chances, this poor
finder advertises to find the unknown loser ; and, as
far na we bave seen, the action has appeared to bie
countrymen 8o simple and natural that no notice of
it has been taken. This iz in keeping with the
other evert we have mentioned. Aad this is
the people which Eogland for the last seven
bundred years has been throwing away the op-
portunity of really uniting to herself, as France
has united Brittany and Provence! Tnis 1s. the
people to which she still refuses to sacrifice even an
institution whose exiastence mukps England a mark
for every scornful finger 1n Europe. Let uns admit
that the estimate formed by all the world ouside our
own fair seas i3 wropg and unnressonable; that it is
8 good, natural, and just thing that a religion should
be by law established in & couatry, although tha
whole of it people are fully persuaded that it camse
not from above, but from beneath, merely because a
minority of the inhabitants of a peighboring country
profess to admit it as a religion, and realiy do re-

great mode of teaching whioh bas been proclaimed
ua essential in Bogland should be altogsther pro-.

gard 1t ag a ugeful political institation, if it 8o hap-

pens that thdt same minority possesses the. chief po-

T race, excopt the seotionor’, thie-English nation: which:

man Catholio.’priest should be actively_loyal to ths |-

Eoglish newspaper withoutseeing that nesrly all the |

"lit“iqpl influence. Let us adgi;;tﬁﬁ«»torb_e*ni_),tmonly

Jrae,~butrselfevident, ana: that3thiay,whole humaa,

‘exerciasa the ohief political power;-Tarwholly bliided’
‘pot t6 Bee’itatruth; atill; considering : the ifact that}

cnion between Ifeland..and.-Eugland . is~out:of 'the
guestion, would'it not be Worth. censideriag whether,
the inatitation, good and besutiful-as it may bs—let
that pasa - iy worth-e0 ‘mueh that for  ita-sake we'
should caneé such a nation as this to be for ever, a8
it is now, our most deadly-enemy. . Even gold may
be bought too déar.— Weekly Requster, =~ .~
THE .QULTIVATION 0F FLAX.
To the Editor of the Irish Times.
Sir—Enowing how widely your journal circulates
ir Gonnaght and Munster, I am anxious to draw the
ais to & question of thé'great..
ifare of - this.country, viz,
 spread of flax cultivation in' those provinges,and
the’ propect-of ‘remuneraticn “held out this season
to-the‘growera., ~Althodgh my observations will bave
referance chiefly-to"the weatera province, with whose!
capabilities Iam best acquainted, some of them
will be found to apply to Munster also.
_ According to Dr, . Nelson-Hancock's~ valuable sta-
tistical tables, the {acieage wnder flax in Ireland in
©1865.was 16. per cént.leas £than.that.of. the previons
year. The yield per acre is known tobe from 20
to 25 per cent below the average, We Jearn f.om
the Belfust Lmen Trade Circular that the value of
the flax and tow imported into the United Kingdom
during the yeaur was £500,000 less than mn 1864.—
Almost allthe fiax grown last seasgn has been
scutched and sold, yet the stock in spinpers’ hands
are unususlly small, and those of linens and ysarns
ara, perhaps even smaller. Consequently, fiax has
at no time during the last balf cenotury reached so
bigh s price as it brings at present, 80s, 9 s, and
1003, per cwt being as common prices now as 50s,
608, and 708, were some years since.

Add to all this that cotton is about three times
the price it was before the civil war in America, and
must continue dear for years ; that the cessation of
that war bag thrown open the marketa of the United
States 1o our linen goods, and that favourable com-
mercial treaties with severat Eurcpean powers will
greatly iovcresss the demand for exporiation to the
Continent. We are not surprised, therefors, to learn
that additional factoriea ard apinning mills are being
built, and additionsl spindles and power looms set
up, notonly in Olster and elsewhere throughout
Ireland, but alsc in other countries.

From the most reliable informatioa (the Belfast
Liwnen Trade Circular, already quoted) it appears
that the number of spindles in Ireland in 1864 was
703,412; in 1866 there are 897,032 ; and mills are
in course of erection capable of containing 62,000 —
The number of power loomain 1864 was 8,872; in
1866 there was 17,288, and factories are being bailt
which are capable of contsining 1,400.

Owing to this enormousincrease of flax machinery
it will be difficult, if not possible, to supply the de.
mand for flax next season, and go serious ara the
fears entertained of an approsching scarcity that
great efforts are being made to introduce its growth
in countries whick nature seems to huve unfitted for
it, and which lie at Buch diatance from Great Britain
that the expense of carriage alone mustadd im-
menely to the ultimate cost of the article,

Now, the province of Connaught contains about
2,500,000 acres of arable land, of which at least
1,500,000 are suitable for the growth of flax; and
88 this crop can be repeated every eight year, it
follows that 187,500 acres might he growa annually
(considerably more than was grown in ail Ireland in
1861, or in Aoy year previous to 1863), whilst all
thut it prodaced last year was 7,403 acres, or rather
less than 4 per cent of ita capacity.

The soil and climate are peculiarly suited to the
growth of the plant; thereis ebundaace of good
water for steeping it ; there are hundreds of unused
waterfulis, where scutch milla could be built, labour
is cheap and employment scarce; flax is very dear
and grain comparatively cheap; yet less than 4
per cent of the available land of Joaoaught produces
flax yearly. The proportion is still smaller in Mun-
gter, Of 4,320,000 ecres of arable land in that pro-
vince, Dot less than 3,000,000, are fitted to grow
flax, and one eighth of this would give 375,000]acres
yearly instead of which it produced lastyear just
4,580 acres, as 14 per cent.

[ have thus tried to show thatthe present satate

and future prospects of the linen trade offer the

greatest inducements to.flax growers to extend

their operations, aud that the South and West of
ireland are eminently caleulated tc become great

flax producing countries. I have shown that Con-,
paught alone could produce annually 186,000 acres

of flux more tban it did produce last year, and [ am

well convinced that the difference of value last year

between 180,000 acres of flaxacd an equa! hreadth

of oats conld not heve been less than & million and a

quarter aterling.

Onlculating for Munster at the same rate, we shall
find in this one item alone, the products of these two
provinees falling sbort of what they might bave
been by the enormous sum of 3,850,00, or 118 34 for
every acre ot arable land which they contain.

It is scarcely possible to over estimate the impor-
tance of this question to-all classes of landholders,
but eapecially to the peasant farmers, With tbeir
small holdings, they seldom require to employ hired
labour, so that itcosts them little more to raise a
crop ot flax than one of oat3; yet when brought to
market, tte produce of the former sells for double,
and ofien treble, that of the latter,

But there is yet another consideration—the im-
menge amount of labour which such a b.eadth of flax
would employ. The people of Connaught and Man-
ster are quitting our shores by thousands, and geek-
ing in the cities forests, and swamps of America that
employment which they cannot obtain at home.—
The population of Ulster, on the other band, i3 on the
increase, yetthe demand for lnbour and the wages
paid for it are ateadily increasing too ; year by year
what were luxuries to the working classes are he-
coming comforts, and what were comforts are re-
garded as necessaries of lile ; they are better paid,
better fed, better clothed, better housed, and better
educated, and all this is owing to the growth and
manufacture of flax, and to nothiog else.

Surely, then, it is the duty of every one to endeavor
ag fag a8 in him lies, to spread those blessings over
every portion of the island; that our populstion,
now eager oonly to escape, may be tempted to remain
earning an idependence for themselves whilst eorich.
ing their country; happy because oomfortable;
peaceful because prosperous,—I remain your obedient
gervan’.

attention of your redd

=y

Joun M'Crea.
Strabane, March 234, 1866.

Hzap-Oznrre Srerasns.—The Paris Correspond.
ent of the Sunday Gazeile, writing on Saturday
night, says, with respect to Stephens—

] see statements made in the papers that Mr,
Stephens sailed from the Liffey ; but this report bas
been put in circulation merely with the view of
throwing discredit on the Dublin police. The itine.
rary which I gave you last week was the correct one,
if the Head Centre Limself i3 an authority. Isup.
pose it would harély amuse you to learn . any minor
details of Mr. Stephens—that in an interview I
found him exceedingly like his photograph, and that
he has & restless, determined air about him, travels
with all the copies of the late lamented Irish People
bound in green moroceo, and printed on gold-edged
paper ; and that a8 for bimself he only contributed
two leaders, in which fluwers are substitutad for
facts. I was not indiscreet emough to ask him to
tell me much, and, aware 1hat your correapondent is
vot a Fenian, he was far from. being communicative.
He.did,-however, venture to express great faith ic, the
success of the present movement, and smiled at the

Cir) T

sion he saw”fifty niéh;-auy-one.of whom might,bave;.
:betrayed him, *:T eeks:ago. he. Kad-driven~27

miles inihe;Son 3 ot Dubliaiseatsd with™  _couple
10 other . gentlomen in-an ‘ciilsidé” car; hs "had never

‘assomediany;disgaise T he kiad found Richmond Pri.

.| as log a8 this. ii':slitutlén“/is”fmalntainégiﬁ__ghyfﬁil" -s0n '50'§1170rganiaed that he only wondered that any-

one had'consedted-to.remain In it, and ‘the.police.ac

iuefficient- that “he. Ceserved no eredit!for
‘them I found a strong'desire’ on tha: part
‘Stephens that'tbe Fenian Brotherhood shonl
_pose bim investdd with snpernatural powers: and
perhaps he. wap practising thii art. when he.related '
such taloa as that no two bigwigs “could talk aboat
him io the Oastle but their conversation was imme- '
diately reported ;-and other stories-'of the watehful. .
nese of his.gacret police.. As far'ag [ can see, the
Eenian chiefs assembled here have no settled ides of
the-formi of government which’ is ‘to .replace that of
heér-Majegty. They- complain to the Frepch that
_they haye pot the liberty of meeting nor lberty of
the peess, ifid-yet, as I remarked. to,.them, one of
their most violent pamphlets pricted for foreign con-
sumption is publisked in "Dublin, bears the pab.
lisher’s name, and ig signed by members of a com-
mittes. T .

¢ It ig usual for Patrick's Day to be celebrated bere
by dinner, which has been delayed this year, and
will only take place on Tuesdsy. The Hiberpian
colony has divided into two camps—one which in-
pifted on inviting John Mitchel, and another which
thought that the Imperial Government might object,
The latter camp hap cariied the day, and St, Parrick
is not to receive tke festive oftering of Mr. Mitchel.”

From inquiries which we bave made it would ap-
pear that the famous * Head Centre’ really passed a-
night in thia tewn, and that the letter of Kelly, pub.
lished some time ago, is werthy of more eredence
than seems to have been given it. Oua the very night
indicated in the leuter, near to eleven o'clock, three
men, clad in rough sea-faring garb, drove into the
town from Ardroesan, and asked accommodation at
the Eiack Bull Hotel. This could not be hed, and
they bataok themselves 1o the Crown iun, where
they put up for the night. Their surunge appearance
attracted the particular observation of the hotel
people, and it was remaiked that 1hey were much
soiled and fatigued. One of them wag tull, and of a
military bearing. Another never took off his hat in
the bouse, and seemed to avoid observation. This
latter quite absorbed the attention of one of the girls
and she most positively asserts in looking at the
carte of Stephens that she fully recognises the fea-
tures of the atrange individual, She remarked &t
the time that bis eyes were tender and bis fest re-
markably sxall, and thess, we believe, are charac-
teristics of the Fenian Jeader. They were very care-
ful to fasten their vedroom doors on retiring to rest,
and at first they were desirous of being wakened st
four o'clock in the morning. They, bowever, did
not stir till » later hour, and remained in the hotsal
till shortiy before ‘en, when they proceeded to the
railway station, took tickets for Liverpool, and lezt
with the express train. That a conbpection subgists
betwesn the visit of these men and Kelly’s letter is
showa by the exact correspondence of dates; and
ail the people of the hotel observe = striking resem-
blance between the portrait of Stephens and the man
whose odd demeanour so excited their curiosity.—
Scotsman.

Tree FzxiAx Prisonsrs.—Mr. M. J. Qollios, soli-
citor, visited the county gaol on Wednesday and
made inquiries into the treatment of the Fenian pri-
sonere. He found that since atiention had been
drawn to the matter in Parliament a complete change
bad taken place in their treatment. When he first
went to visit the prisoners their recreation time was
llmited to two hours & doy. The recreation during
that time was a sort of drill, and they were restricted
in intercourse with each other, while no private
communication was allowed with their solicitor. On
Wednesday be learned from. the prisoners that their
recreation time was exiended to about ten honrs,
they were allowed unrestricted communication with
each other and with their solicitor, aod they were
provided with & day room, furnisked with a fire, to
which they can retire whenever they chooss. All
sorts of reading, with tho cxuaption of political rend~ -
ing, isallowed. In short, every restriction not ve-
cessary for the security of the prisoners has been re-
moved. There are eighty-three prisoners in the
county gaol, of whom nine aré American cilizens.
These men, we are informed, addressed a memorial
to the Lord Lieutenant, as also a letter to the Ameri-
can Embassy. Mrc, Eeastman, the American Conanl
bad an interview with them on Monday.. Judging
from the statement of the AttorneyGenersl, it ia pro-
bable that they will be gat at large on condition of
their going back directly 1o America.— Cork Eza-
miner.

The Kilkenny police made an important discovery
of arms and ammunition pear the city of Waterford
io a publichouse on Tuesday. In one of the rooma
they found a beautifcl revolver (American patlern)
and a dagger. On searching in the garden they dug
up an immense chest, filled with rifle bnllets, ball
cartridges, and a great quantity of powder, The
ownsr of the house was arrested, and further arrests
in that quarter are expected. Kilkenny county
reaches to the city of Waterford,

A man named Quinn, said to have been actively
employed in pbromoting the Fenian cause in Scotlend,
has been arrested in Sligo an a werrant from the
Lord -Lientenant.

Mr. Andrew O’Brennan, editor of the ¢ Connanght
Patriot, who was arrested at Claremorris some dags
sioce, 0a a charge of using eeditious languoge, was
discharged on Tuesday last. Thursday had been
appointed for his third examination, but on Tueaday,
without any hearing before a magistrate, he waa
told by the officiala of the gaol that he was at liberty
to depart.

On Saturday another batch of Fenian prisoners
congisting of 26 persons, arrived in Belfagt from
Dublin by the halfpast twelve train, and were re-
ceived at the terminus of the Ulster railway by Mr.
Orme, R.M., Oommissioner Bailey, Sub Inepector
Harvey, and a considerable body of constabulary, by
whom they were escorted to the prisonin Crumlin-
road. Awmong them we notlced one whom we recoge
niged a8 having beea, on more than one occesion,
charged in past years with offences of a political
character, This arrival makes up the number of
Fenian prisoners sent ‘rom Dubiin to Belfast to 96.—
Belfast News.

Oa Friday last the 30th inst., & commercial travel-
ler from Dublin, apparently under the iufluence of
driek, met some soldiers of the 64ih Regiment, now
stationed in Ologheen going to their harracks. He
called them Fenians, end atruck some of them. Hea
algo said tpeir captain was & Fenian. He was knock-
ed down by one of the soldiers. When he got up
be rushed at the soldiers with the intent of atriking
them. Providentiaily two police came up together
with Mr Atkins, which prevented the eoldiera from
giving him a good trashing, which he justly deser-
ved. For this he abused Mr. Atking and kicked him
calling him also a Fenian. Mr. Atkins was obiiged
to call the police, aud give bim in charge. He ap-
peared next day before Mr. Tayler, and wase fined 68
for bis drunken freak. He ssid his reason for sbua-
ing Mr. Atkins was, he did not save him from the
soldiera This mau next day accused Mr, Atkins ag
a Fenian, and salso told the officer in .charge the
esme. The congequence wae an order not to have
any of the goldiers Jesl with him. Realiy this is too
bad, thet a complete stranger, and one who was ex-
cited from drink, that bis words should have any
effect, when it ja well known he (Mr. Atkins) is
neither disloyal or & Feniap.~—Cor of the Dublin
Irishmaz., ’

Grear Fire 18 BeLFasT.——0n Sundey evening,
about aeven a'clock, the maost extensive fire which
‘bas occurred io ‘Belfast for twenty years took place.
The pravision store of Messra. Thomas Binclair and

efforts of the Irish Government to capture him. The
night after the reward was offered for' his apprehen-

Son, the largest in Ireland, was burat to the ground.
' Estimated loss, £150,000, oL



