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OFFICIAL TRANSLATION,
. %HE splendid testimonies of public

congratulations which reached Ta
in tha course of last year from ail

parts of the world on the occasion of Our
Episcopal Jubilee, which lately reached
theirheightinthemarkeddevotionofthe
Spanish nation, have chiefly consoled Us
by the thought tat in this unanimity
of sentiment shone forth the unity of
the Church and their wooderful union
with the Supreme Pontiff. Itoseemed in
th0se days as if the Catholic world turned
aside friom other cares to fix its gaze
and is thoughts upon the Vatican.
Embassies froin Princes, numerous pil-
grimages, letters full of affection, and
most august ceremonies, brilliantly at-q
tested that Catholics in their reverence
for the Apostolic See are of one heart
and soul. These events are even more1
joy fui and acceptable since they answer
to Our designs. Seeing that we well
understand the condition of the times,
and mindful of Oar duty, We have
through the whole course of Our Pon-
tificate turned constantly Our attention-
and se far as We could by teaching and
work-to draw more closely to Us the
nations and peoples of the whole world,
and to show clearly the always bene-
fi.ent efficacy of the Roman Pontificats.
We therefore render grateful thanks to
the Divine Goodness for having granted :
us the singular favor of reaching aafely t
so great an age. We are also grateful tos
the Princes, the Bishope, the clergy, andt
many others, who, with numerous de.i
monstrations of piety and respect,t
worked together to render bonour to the
dignity We hold, and to offer to Our
selves very opportune consolation. In
truth, howtver, to obtair, a full and per-i
fect consolation there remains not aj
little yet to be desired.1

THE NEEDS OF THE WORLD.
Because, while in the midst of these tes-
timonies ut tue joy and love of the peo
ple, wuere were prm--nt in Car mind the
immense multitude wiio were strangers
to tsese Catholic celebrations-some be-
cause they were deprivtd of ail know-
ledge of the Gospel ; some who, although1
Christians, disented totally from the
Catholic faith. This fact, then, bitterlyt
aflicted Us, and it afflicts Us to this
hour, for it is not possible to reflect with-1
out heartfelt grief on so large a portion
of the human race having wandered
away so far from Us by misleading
patha. Now therefore, as We are upon
earth the representative of Almighty
God, who wisbes all men to be saved
and attain to a knowledge of the truth,
and as our years and bitterness of soul
urge Us to the close of Our mortal
career, it seemed good to Us to imitate
cur Redeemer and Master, our Lord
Jeaus Christ, Who, on the eve of return-
ing to heaven, earnestly besought God
Lie Father that His Disciples and fol-
lowers should be all of one mind and
one heart. " That they al may be one,
as thon, Father, in Me, and I in Thee.
that they also may be one in Us" (St.
John xvii. 21). This divine prayer and
supplication was made not atone for
those who already believed in Christ,
but alseo for ail those who in the future
should believe. Not without reason
therefore do We wish to make known
Our strong desire, and within the me-
sure of our power to bring about that all
people of every land and race should be
called and invited to j>in the unity of
divine faith.

MISSIONS TO THE HEATHEN.

Moved by charity, which huatens most1
speedily to where there is most need ofi
help, the mind first turns to peopIes who1
are the mos,üiufortunate, whom thef
light of the Gospel hai not reached or1
has been extinguisbed by carelesaness,c
or by the vicissitudes of the times, who1
are ignoraht of Gid, and remain in the
worst of errera. Since ail salvation cones

fromt Jesus Christ-"For there is no other
name under heaven given tomen where-
by we muat be saved"fActa iv. 12)-it is
Our greatest wish that the Most Holy
Nams of Jesaus should be known without
delay, and should reign in every region
of the earth. And to effect this the
Churoh has never ceased to carry out
the mission she had from God. She bas
devoted herself to this work duririg 1900
years, and what task could she carry
out with more ardour and constancy
than to summon the peoples of the
world to the truth and to a Christian life ?
And now also We have frequently sent
fnrth preacher of the Gospel, who have
crossed the seas to carry it to the mont
distant countries. There never pmases a
day that We do not supplicate A mighty
God that le would mercifully deign to
multiply priests worthy of the aposto-
late, in order that, to extend the reign of
Christ, they may not hesitate te sacrifice
their health, and, if needs be, their life
also. And Thou, OSaviour and Father
of the human race, our Lord Christ Jesus,
hasten and do not delay the fulfil-
ment of Tby promise that when Thou
wert lifted up all men shallh be drawn to
Thee. Come now therefore and reveal
Thyself to the multitudes who are now
altogether deprived of the most precious
benefits which Thou hast gained for
mortals with Thy precious blood ; appeal
to those who sat in darknessuand in the
shadow of death, that, enlightened by
the splendour of Thy wisdom and power,
in Thee, and by Thee, they may be uni-
ted in one.

UMITY OF FAITH NECESSARY.

Dwelling in Our thoughts upon the
need of unity, We thought of all those
nations whom the Divine Pity drew a
long time since from their former errora
to the wisdon of the Gospel. In tmuth,
notbing gives more joy than to remem-
ber, with abundant thanks to the provi-
dence of God, than these ancient ages
when the Christian faith waa universally
regarded as the common and undivided
patrimony; when nations diverse in lo-
cality, in genius, and in customs, al-
though often disagreeing with each other,
and even in confiet, nevertheless in mat.
ters of religion were unanimous in the
faith of Christ. Remembering these
facto, it is too painful to think that in
succeeding ages distrust and emnity, the
result of ill-omened events, have snatch-
ed from the bosom of the Roman Church
great and flourishing peoples. N twith-
standing this, cenfding in the grace and
mercy of Almighty God, who alone
knows the hour of assistance, and in
whoae band it remains to incline as He
pleases the will of men, tothese same
peoples We address Ourselves, and with
paternal love We exhort and beseech
them that, putting aside all dissensions,
they may turn te unity.

TIHE ASTERN CHURCHES.

Wnd firt cf aIl with intense affection
Wo look taths Euet, from wich came
fron the firet the salvation of the world.
Yen, iL la Our anxious and earnest desire
Lo be aile ta ioid Lie joyful hope that
the Churches of the Eat, enlightened by
their hereditary faith and by their
aient glories, hould ne longer absent

th-meelvs, but icnhld retur te the
point from whio tley psrted. We have
the greater confidence in Lis, since the
distance btweenUs a notgreatt; hece
whiis se few maLtera divide Uâ, on Lie
remainder We can agree and unite in
defence of Catholic doctrine, giving tes-
timony and proof alsoa by the rites, the
teaching, and the practicesa of the
Oriental Church. The principal point of
dissent is the primacy of the Roman
Pontiff. Let them look to early times,
consult the opinions of their anceetors,
and the traditions of the first century.
Assuredly these show forth str.ongly the
proof tbat it was to the Roman Pontiffà

that the oracle of Christ applied : "Thou
art Peter, and upon this rock I will build
My Church." And among the number
of the Pontiffs we find in the early days
not a few drawn from the East, and es-
pecially-an Anacletus, an Evariatus, an
Anicetus, an Eleutherius, a Zczlmus, an
Agatho-to many of whom alse it was
given toeseal with their blood the gov-
ernment of the whole Christian Charch
wisely and safely ruled by them. The
time, the circumstances, the authors of
the unhappy discord are well known.
Before man had separated what God had
joined together, the niame of the Apos-
tolic See was venerated by the whole
Christian world, and to the Roman Pon-
tiff, as legitimate successor of St. Peter,
and thus Vicar of Jeaus Christ upon
earth, the East, equslly with the West,
yielded obedience in concord. Theref re
if We look at the commencement of the
discord, Photius himself deemed it neces-
sary to'send legates to Rome to decide
his questions, and Pope Hicholas I., with-
ut any oppoition, sent from Rome hie

representatives te Constantinople in
orer that "they should discreetly
investigate the case of the Patri-
arch Ignatius, and truthfully and
with full evidence should submit
the sane to the Apostolic See.,,
Hence the whole history of this
fiat manifestly confirme the primacy of
the Roman See. Ltly, i the two
Ecumenical Councils, the second of
Lycumaed in that cf Florence, uobody
ignores the fiact that sontameously and
with ene voice all the Latins and Greeks
decroed as a dogmethe supreme power
of the Roman Pontife. We love to re-
member these facta precisely, because
We invite thein to return to peace, the
more so as with the EtaterneiL seems
the hour to entertain milder feelings,
when there is such a tendency sbown cf
good-wil towarda Catholica. W Lad
lately a proof of this when We saw pious
bands of Cathoic pilgrims received in
the Eut with singlar demonstrations of
courtesy and friendship. To you there-
fore Our beart opens, whether you be of
the Greek or otber Oriental Rite, sepa-
rated from the Catholic Church. Let
each one remember, as we mont ear-
neatiy desire, the grave and moving
words of Bessarion to your fathers:

" What justification shall we plead1
"before God foi being separated fromi
"our brethren, althongh to unite themt
"into one fold He Himself came downi

from heaven, was born and crucified?
";What defence will be ours before pos-i
"terity ? Let us not suffer such shame,
"venerable fathers; far trom us be such
"an advice; let us not deal so badly for
"ourselves and our children."9

Think of your duty to Gad ; that is
what We desire. No human respect but
divine charity should exhort yon to
peace and union with the Roman Church
-we mean a full sud perfect union-
but this can be effected by no other
means than by a community of dogma
and an exchange of fraternal charity.
The true union for Christians i that
which Christ Jesus, the founder of the
Church, instituted and wished for, which
is founded upon unity of faith and umity
of rule. Have no fear that either We or
Our successors should wish to interfere
with your rights, with the Patriarchal
prerogative, or with the ritual customns
of each Church, because it was alwaya
the intention and the practice of the
Apostolic Bee to regard broadly and
equitably the origin and customs of the
various nations. On the contrary, if
your communion with us is re-estab-4
lished no one can sufficiently say what
will be the amount of fruit and glory
which wili flow into your Church,
thank Gad. Therefore address to Our1
all-good God your ow .prayer:1
" Abolish, C Lord, the achism of
the Church." And, again, "Gather to.
gether and br.ng back the wandereru to
the one, holy, Catholic, and Apostolio
Church'" (Liturgy of St. Basit). Thon
turn to this one and holy faith, which
the most remote ,ntiquity has unalter-
ably tranamitted toyou and tous equally,
which your fathers and clergy preserved
inviolate, which yet shines with the
aplendour of the virtues, the greatness of
the genius, and the excellence of the doc-
trines preached and illustrated by
Athanaims, Basil, Gregory of Nazianzen
John Chrysostom, the two Cyrile, 5nd
many other great mon whose glory be-
longs equally to the East and the West.

TO THE BLAVONIAN CH URCH. -

In particular, We would address a few
word. -to the Slav people, te whose name
history has rendered. euch worthy testi-

mony. Yon know how honored by the
8lava are 88. Cyril and MKthodiue, yonr
father in the faith, to.whose memory We
Ourselves decreed a few years ago a due
incresse of honor. For a long period
there existed between theB lavsand the
Roman Pontiffi an exchange of favours
on the one aide and of most faithfui
piety onthe ether. But the deplorable
misfcrtunes of time aienated a large
number of your forefathers from the
faith of Rome. Consider therefore how
precions toeyeu would be your return to
unity. For the Churâh dos neot hesitate
to re-call you t her bosom, and is ready
Lo copvey to you copions aid. to salva-
tion, prosperity, and grandeur.

PRoTEsRNTISM.
With equal love we look te the peoples

who in a lateruge were separated fromn
the Roman Church by a strange revolu.
tion of events. Iguoring the many vicis-
situdes of preceding ages, they soared
mentally above the limits of human rea-
son, and with minds eager for truth and
salvation set themaselves te atudy the
Church which was establiibed by Christ.
And they endeavoured te make equal
with iL their own particular Church, con-
eidering in what manner they could find
religion in it, they permitted it te be
taught that, denying the _ primitive
belief, she had by successive varia-
tions fallen into erroneous novel-
ties on many points of great
importance. They ventured te deny
the patrimony of truth, so that the
innovators took with themselves in
separating no formula of faith which
ahould remain with them. Thus matter
progressed to such an extent that many
proceeded to attack the bais iteelf on
which resta aIl the religion sud all the
hopes of thehuma race-that is teosay,
the divinity of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Similarly the books of the Old and New
['stament, which had before been recog-
nized as divinely inspired, were now
atripped of that authority, which muet
inevitably ensue if everybody had the
privilege of interpreting them for him-
self. Hence the private conscience of
eaci one was made the only guide and
moral rule, rejecting every rule of action,
irom which there arose many opposite
opinions and a multiplicity of secte
which often reaulted in Naturalism o.
Rationaliam. From this cause, despair-
ing of ever finding themeel vos in accord
on doctrinal matters, they exalt and
command fraternal union in charity.
And this la 'ust, since we should all try
te be unitod in mutual charity. Tbis
Jeas Christ commanded a bove all things,
4and He made love of, one another the
distinctive mark of His flock. But how
can perfect charity unite hearte if faith
au not brought the minds into accord ?
it ie on this account that many of whom
We have spoken, having good jadgment
and being eager for the truth, have
sought in Catholicism the safe road of
salvation, knowing well that tbey cannot
be united to Jesus Christ as their head
unless they are united at the same time
to His body, which ia the Churoh; nor
could they follow the true faith, of Christ
while repudiating the legitimate su-
premacy given Lo Peter and hi. suc-
cessors. They rec'gnized therefore in
the Roman Churah the ideal type of the
true Cnurch, easily shown by the marks
placed on her by God, ber founder. And
among these were numabered many
learned men of the most acute intelli-
gence, who in able works proved the un-
interrupted Apostolic succession of the
Roman Church, the completeness of her
dogmas, and the consistency of her dis-
cipline.

' APPEAL TO ANGLIOANS.

These examples being given, We make
an appeal to yon, Our dear brjther, who
have 6een divided from Us for now thrse
centuries concerning the faith of Cbrist,
and ta you others also who afterwards
separated from Us for whatsoever
motive. "Let us meet in the unity of
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God" (Ephes. iv. 18). To this unity
you can never come but by the Catholic
Church. Permit Us, then, to invite you,
and with intense love We offer you Our
right hand. The Church, the mother of
ail, from whom you have been separated
g ]ong, recalls you te ber. To you all
Catholios look eagerly because you pray
piously to God with U3, closely united
with Us in the rofession of one Gospel,
of one faith, and of one hope lu perfect
charity.

To ALL OATHOLICs.

To complete thbe harmony of this
much-desired unity, iL only remains now
to give instructions to all those through-


