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hionest-and conscientious Cathglics can make no use,
ant from which they can derive-no'benefit. To this,
" the -advocates of State-Schoolism, speaking by the
wmoutlrof the Ansoruvre ME, make answer— 1%
—that’s ME again—* I remark also that the sup-
porters of a Separate School arc not exempt from
any property tox which may be levied {or the
crection of a Common School-house, or far the
support of the .Common School. See My»—
Ol Mz! “circular &e., &c., printed in the -ap-
pendix to My”—there lie is again—*last Annual
Sehool Report:”—Whereupon the Rev. Rupert Eb-
-ner, Catholic Missionary Priest at Wilmot—where the
(latholics, though supporting Schools of their own,
are also taxed for the support of the Protestant
Schools—hesitates not to “cull that tazution an
act of epen injustice, a kind of roguery not very
different from pilluging and robbing”—a senti-
mment with which every honest man, we are sure, will
cordially agree.
We must postpone some farther remarks upon this
s (orrespondence,” and upon the “ Annual School
. Report,” until nest week.

- The TrRue WiTxEss ncknowledges that church anthority
js the point npon which bie is stromz in his controversy wiih
Protesiants, and adds that it ix the puint upon which we decline
ta meet him. Wil he have the kindness to state hiz argument
i favor af church authority—7. «., infallibility—hrietly, end we
will see what it amounis to.  Ie surely does not require us to
prove @ negative —Montreal Witness.

"I'he argument in favor of the existence of an in-
[allible, living, avthority, or witness, ta the truths
revealed by God, through Clrist, to man, we have,
as our cotemporary well knows, stated often enough
already.  His request is a mere shift to avoid the
confession of his inahility to reply,—as, to those swho
find it diflieult to answer a plain question, it is often
convenient to feign deafness.  But not to give our co-
temporary an opportunity to say that we have shirked
« cliallenge, we will once more, even at the risk of
being tedious, # state the argument in favor of Church
authority.”?

Our first proposition is—that (God Lasgiven to man,
througl Christ, aZf that is necessary for his salvation.
If our cotemporary denies this, we think that Le must
be content for the future to renounce all ¢laim to the
title of Christion § in his reply, if he shall think fit to
favor us with a reply, he will please state which of our
propositions it is that he dewies, or Protests against.

Qur second propesiticn is—that Cliist las reveal-
«d certain doginas, or supernatural truths, amd that a
helief in stich dogmas isvssentially necessiry to salva-
tion. ‘

Our third proposition is that,as the dopmas so reveal-
ed by Christ are {a the supernatuval order, and there-
fore not discoverable by buman reason—as buman
renson, left to itself, has no means of discovering wlat
dogmas Cluist has revealed—and as it is absolutely
requisite for man to know with certainry what dog-
was Clivist has revealed, before it can be possible for
him to believe them, as rezealed by Christ—so also
some neans-of knowing with certainty, what dogmas
Christ bas revealed 1s essentially necessary 10 man
[or his salvation. S

But by our first proposition— Giod has given to
sum through Christ a/l that is necessary lor ins salra-
tion,"—we therefore conclule that God has given 1o
anan some means of knowing with crrtaiaty what dog-
inas Christ has revealed s but, as cersain knowledge
vannct e oblained from any but an fnfullible autho-
vity, we conclude that God has given to man an inful-
Jible authority, through svhich he way fearn what
doumas Christ has revealed.

1t onr eotewporurs will admit the tevth of these
propositions, and we see not hiow he can deny any one
of them without deaying either—the justice of God—
wr that Faith, that is—belief in the dogmas revealed
by Clirist,—is essentially necessary to salvation, we
shall have ouly to try and discover, by the aid of his-
fory, what means Christ bus appointed, through which
man mav atiain to a certain knowledge of the dogmas
or snpm:n:mlrnl truths, by Him revealed, and a belief
in which is essuntially necessary to salvation, assured
that if we succeed it our researches we shall .have
found the only weans given, by God to man, through
whieh he can obtain that essentially requisite know-
‘tedge—an aulhiorily in the same order as its founder,
infallible il we were infallible—fallible caly upon the
hypothesis that ke also was fallible, « cunning deceiv-
er, or else a dupe, grossy deceived, as to the extent
of His power and authority. N )

Our first proposition is—that the writings contained
in the books called the New Testament ave genuine
wistorical documents 3 we do not say, divine, or su-
pernaturally inspired documents, for inspiration is not
requisite for historieal eredibility—but simply genuine,
and historically credible. o

Our second proposition is—that in these historical-
iy credible documents it is recorded—that Christ,
before Lis disappearance from cavth, appointed a body
of men, selected from the great body of His disciples,
as His Apostles—that to them lie gave commission
“to teach »li urtions *—that breathing upon them
Tle imperted, or professed toimpart, to them, certain
supernatural endowments to enable them fo fulfl that
comnission—ihat He professed to send them ¢ even
as Ile had been sent by the TFather,”” and funally,
that [Te promised to thewn 1lis continual presence
* even lo the consimmation of all things.” :

Qur third proposition is—that in these same his-
torically eredible documents, there is 2o (race of
Christ’s having appointed any other means -for the
Gansmission of 2 koowledge ol tis dogmas te future
‘wenerations.

\We rherefore conclude that the means, and the
anly meang, appeinted by Christ, through which man
can obtain 7nfallible certajnty as to what dogmas
{brist- has reyenled, is—the teaching of a hody of
men, by Him commissioped “ to teach all nations ”
and by His presence supernaturally assisted “eyen
until the consumnmation of all things.”

To. this body of teachers we give the nawe of
Church—or ecclesia docens ; and we conclude 1o its
infallibility from the fact that, its teaching is the only
means given -hy Christ to man, in order that he may
learn with'infullible certainty what dogimas Chiist has.
revealed, .

Where that body s 7—and of what composed ?
it is not our purpose at present to discuss; all such
discussion would be ludicrously out of place until the
settlement of the previous gquestion: « Is therc such
an infallible body of teachers?®  'hat point settled,
and not before, need we atlempt lo ascertain where,
or what, that body is.

We have naw *stated the argument in faver of
Clureh authority 3 we do nol reguire our cotempo-
rary to refute it, * by proving a negative ;* on the
contrary, we defy him to refute it by proving any
positive and contrary thesis. He bas got our pro-
positions before bim ; il he contests any one of them,
we will, if he will but-tell us to which it is that he
opposes his ‘[rotest, sustain it to the best of our
abilities. We have given him plain statemeats, and
we beg of him in his reply to do the same: not to
deal in vague suppositions and assumptions, nor lo
take anything for granted before it is proved. If he
lias a_positize and contrary thesis 1o produce, we call
upon him to produce it, reminding him, thatas a Pro-
testant, and as one professing to belivve that in mat-
ters of religion nothing is to be lelivved but what
can be proved from the Biide, hie is bound—upon
pain of approving himself false to bis Protestant
principles—to prove everything he advances {rom
the Bible only. ‘I'hos,if he wishes to prove that
Christ has appointed some other means, besides an
infallible bady of teaclers, for transmitting to alt
future generations a knowledge of is revealed dog-
tas, it is from the Bible, and the Bible eafy, that he
must adduce Lis proafs.

PROTESTANT CONSISTENCY.

We had occasion the other day to notice 1he sia-
gular inconsistency of our separited brethren who
arrogate to themsidves the tide of < Orthodox,™ in
objecting to Catholies excluding from their familics,
scliools, and reading rooms, beoks and papers of an
Aniil-Catholic tendency ; whilst at the same time, the
very same conduct is pursned by the ¢ Orthodox”
towards what they conceive to be @ Anti-Orthodox”
publications.  As Catholics we do not profess libe-
rality ¢ in its modern aceeptation we ablior the word,
for it means, if it means anything, cither indillerence
to truth, or else, a compromise between the truth and
a lie.  We therefore scout liberality, and recogitise
the duty ot parents, masters, and ol all in authority,
to destroy, or at all events, to banish from society, all
publications of an hmmoral, and Anti-Catholic ten-
deney ; and we can do this consistemly with our prin-
ciples, for we profess to have an infallible authority
as to what is imworal and irrcligious,  Far different
is it with all sects of our separated brethren: they
have nothing but the * private judgment® of the in-
divilual to appeal to.  What is immoral iu one man’s
opinion, may be quite mioral inanother mau’s opinion ;
thus Luther insisted upor the morality of Dolygainy.
Whatis contrary to the Word of God, as “ one man
understands it Is often guite in aceordance with the
Word of God as ¢ another man understands it.”
Clearly, then, when the © private judgment™ of the
individual is the last courr of appeal to which the
questions of—morality and immorality —religious and
irreligious—can be carried, 1o wan, no body of men,
who recognise the -principle of « private judgment”
have any right to prevent, or even to altempt 1o pre-
vent, the unlimited circulation of any description of
book. If an Index Eupurgatorius be tyranny on
the part of Catholics, what must it not be on the part
of Protestants? -\Worse than tyranny ; it is an incon-
sisteney, the most diszusting crime of which an intel-
ligent being can be guilty : wud yet how constantly
are our Non-Catholic- brethren guilty of it.  Here,
for example, is the complaint of the London Leader,
a Protestant [Tunitarian paper :—

“CLERICAL INTOLERANCE.—F It {5 often asked, and asked
with natural surpnse, why the clergy, whao have Heveulal
Truth snug in their own possession, should in general be so
averse (rom discussion, so intolerant ot antagonistic publica-
tions, while philosophers, with no surer guides than Jogic and
common sense, never decline controversy. We read vrthados
publications—iinding them supremely bavnless; butthe Ortho-
dox will not, if they can-help it, suller our works to have read-
er—finding thein” “davgerous” In Nottinghamy, a town of
about 100,000 inhabitants, no copy of the Westminster Re-
wiew was 1o be had at any public library, two or three weeks
ago;and in more than ene public subscription library of oue
provincial towns the Review as been_excluded by the active
clergy, *alanned® at its contents. . At Warwick, a clerzyman
wrate on’ the back of the Review, ¢ The article un the Resto-
ration of Belie) is full- of owful Uasphemy, and forthwith
excrted hitnself to rid - the library of a work eontaining sueh
articles.  Wow this said article 13 generally understood 1o be
the production of o Christian minister, as remarkuble for the
fervent ety asforthe glowing cloquence and amazing subtlety
of hiswriting ; but, being an Unitarian, be of course ¢ blus-
phemesy’ and his writings inust be repudiated wish saintly hor-
ror 1

"The Quebec Gazette makes a very lume reply to
the strictures of the Mercury upon the conduct of
the Government in sending Lerubé and his wife, to
the Penitentiary for life, because they were 20t proved
auilty of murder.

‘The Mercury thus states his case :—

€ If the prisoners are both legally convicted, they shonld
both bo hanged ; if not, they should both be discharged trom
custody ; but the government halts between an execution and
a false jmprisonment”  Are the prisoners sent to Kingston
becanse they have been legally convicted, and the government
are determined never to hang unother man in Lower Canada;
or is it because doubts ure entertained of the legality of the
conviction?

Difficult guestion this for Gazette 1o resolve; if
the prisoners were legally convicted of poisoning,
why, in"the name of all that is absurd, have they not
been hung?  If:they were not legally convicted,
why, again, in the naine of all that is absurd, are they

still shut up iy the Penitentiary 2 what is the won-

derful wic’ medic beétween « Guilty,” and -« Not!

Guilty,” which our clear-headed, logical, rulers have
discovered? These are the questions which we call
upon the Guzette 1o answer ; we call upon him just
simply toname the crime of which the prisoners have
been legully convicted, and for which they are now
imprisoned in the Penitentiary; or else to admit that
they have been illegally imprisoned. Our cotem-
porary tells us that it i3 a principle of English law
that if a doubt exists as to the validity of the testi-
mony, the prisoners shall have the henefit of it;”
most certainly, and here is what we complain of—that,
though great doubt exists as to the « validity of the

testimony” upon which the prisoners Berubé and

Cesaree Theriault were convicted, they have not had
the benefit of it. "The doubt was, not as to the
amount of the prisoners guilt, but, whether they
were guilty of azry crime at all ; if then the * benefit
of this doubt™ had been given to.the prisoners, they
would have been at once dismissed from confinement,
as * Not Guilty” in the eye of the faw; but they
have not been dismissed ; they have been, treated as
convicted criminals, and therefore have not enjoyed
the benefit of +the doubt as to- the validity of the
testimeny” addueed against them ; and thus in their
case, what the Gazette truly calls “a principle of
Linglish Jaw™ has been shamefully violated. Again
we call upon the Guzette to name the crime of which
the prisoners Berubé and Cesaree Theriault have been
legally convicted, and for which they are now suffer-
ing imprisonment in the Penitentiary. .

We see by the Upper Canada papers that a whole
batch of murderers has been reprieved at once, and
every week brings fearful accounts of the rapid in-
crease of bratal erimes, for well the murderer knows
that wnder the present regime, he may cut throats,
and outrage women, with impunity. Alas! it is too
true that in Cznada, as at present gaverned, there is
no suflicient protection for life and property.

How vain are all Legistative enactments against
intemperance, may be seen from the following report
of the laws in Sweden against drunkenness. Sweden
it 1nust be remembered 15,—if Mr. Laing’s, a Pro-
testant writer’s account may he relied upon—lLhe
most thoroughly depraved nation on the face of the
earth, rivalling, il not out-doing Scotland in its amount
of drunkenness, and in impurity, and the practice of
all uncleanness, far out-doing, not only Scotland,

hut every other country of whose annals we have any
record, with the exception of the Sandwich Tslands
since the introduction of Protestant Missionaries
with Syphilis and Methodism :—

“ 8wroisr Laws witi Reseeer 1o Intoxreation—~The
laws againgt intoxication are enforred with great rigor in
Sweden. “Whoever is seen deank, isfined, for the tivst offence,
three dollars 5 for the second, six; for the third and fourth a
still further sum 5 and is also deprived of the right of voting at
clections, and of being appointed a representative. He is,
besides, publicly exposed in the parish chureh on the following
Sunday. If the same individual is found comnmitting the sune
offence a filth time, he is shut up in the House of Correciion,
and condemned to six months’ hard labor; if he is azain
wuilty, to a twelve months’ punishment of 2 simitar descrip-
tion. I the offence has been committed in publie, such as at
# firir, an auction, &c., the fine is doubled ; und if the offender
hrs made his appearance at a church, the punishment is still
more severe. Whoever is convicted of having induced another
to fntoxicate himscllis fined three doflars, which sum isdoubled
if the person is a miner.  An ceclesiastic who falls imto thix
oflence tuses his benefice 5 if' it is a layunan who accupies any
comsiderable post, his functivas are suspended, and perhaps he
is distmissed.  Drunkenness is never admitted as an excuse for
any crime,. and whoever dies when drunk is buried ignomim-
ously, and deprived of the prayers of the Church. It is forbid-
dun to give, and nore explicitly 1o scll, any spirituous liquors
10 students, workmen servants, apprentices, and private sol-
diers.  Whovever is observed deank in the streets, or making a
noise in o tavern, is sare 10 be taken to prison and detained
1ill sober, without, however, being on that sccount exempted
from the fines. - One-hall’ of these fines go to the informers
(who are generally police oificers) ; the other half 1o the poor.
If the delinquent has o money, Le is kept in prison until some
uite pays (ur bim, or until ke has worked out his cnlargement.”

—_——

What an outery would be raised against the Trur
Wreness if in itscolumns had appeared the following
libel upon the morality of Protestunt Scotland ! 'We
copy from a Temperance P'ract, which some kind
Samarilan has stuck into the Editor’s box, headed—
¢ New Year’s Drinkinz”—and signed by the Rev.

Thomas Gutbrie, D. D)., a Scotch Protestapt Minis--

ter :~—

* Qur larger towns are hecoming 2 disgrace to Scot-
land ; and our country, with its old character for piety
and sobriety hanging in threadbare rags upon its back,
is becominy a disgrace to the Empire.”

At the Annuai Meeting of the Montreal Catholic In-
stitute, beld on Monday evening, 20th instam, the fol-
lowing aentlemen were elected otfige: bearers Jor the
ensuing year:— '

Gieoncr LS. CLeax, President.
Wintiad Barriey, Viee-Presidrnd.
James SapuieRr, Treasurer.
trepand P. Repyosn, Secrclery.

Commiltee :—Messrs. Cocas, La Rocqur, Bris,
Camenox, god Murenv, ‘

-PUBLICATIONS RECEIYVED.
“Tue Prerry Prate’? By John Vincent, Lsq.—

Mr. J. Armour, Great St. James Streel, Montreal.

A pretty little 1ale, well adapted for a Christmas
present {or ehildren, whose morul is:—¢ That Con-
fession, uot time, nor forgetfulness, heals the wounds
of the sou! ; this medicine, thongh bitter to take, is not
only sure to heal, but Jeaves an after taste of sweet-
ness that lasts ail our lives long.”

“ SPERCHES oN ‘THE LEGISLATIVE [NDEPENDENCE OF
IveLanp,” with introductory notes. By Thomas
Francis Meagher: Mr. J. Armour, Great St. Jumes
Street, Monireal.

‘This is a political histmy of . Ireland since the first
sad year of the potato blight, and contains the spirit-
giicring appeals of [reland’s gifted son, Meagher.—
Whatever diflforences of opinton there may be as to
the meuits of the writer’s politics, there can be none
as 10 {he brilliancy of hi eloquence, and the honesty
ot his intemtious. = This book will ba a favorite with
ihe Irishi reador, e b '

“The Maine Law [LLUSTRATED TEMPERANCE Al-
MaNac, For 1853 : A, J. C. Becke!l, 22 Great St.
James Street, Montreal.

We have to thank Mr, J. C. Becket for his ¢ Maine
Law llustrated Temperance Almanac, for 1853.7—
We like Mr. Beclel’s ¢ Almanac?® far better than we
do the < Law,” whose praises it sings; and think that
if a few more zealons friends of temperance were
exent themaclver au effectively as does Mr. Becket in
advocating the cause of sobriety, and pointing out the
beastliness of dronkenness, we shonld have no.
need of the ¢ Law ;** we Jook upon Mr. Becket, in
facty as worth eny number of Neit Bows. h

CANADA NEWS.

TrE MayorarTy.—We hear several names mens-
tioned in, connection with the chief magistracy of our
city. Gf English names we hear of the Ilon. Chas.
Witson, for a third time, Wi, Molson, Esq., and Win.
Workman, Esq.  Of French names, L. Marchand,
Exq., and F. Beaudry, Esq.  Mr. Leeming was cou-
siderud, for sometime, Lo be an aspirant for the honer,

"and would certaialy have cammauded a laree voio
2 b ) b

since his practical talent’is generally acknowledgedl.
He has, for private reasons, however, declined the
candidature.  Acquiescing in the right which avery
man has to postpone public honots to persunal duties,
wa are still glad 1o hope that the city will retain Mr,
Leeming’s services in the Jess distinguished, but
hardly less important office, which hie hay lately held
in the Corporation. Wa believe that his success,
aided by the rest of the Finance Committee, in carry-
ing through the business of the loan so far, will not be
camplete till the whole of the money is properly dis-
tributed among borrowers, sufficiently responsible to
guard the city agaiast loss.—~Mon(real Herald.

Itis perfectly true that gold has been found in the
valley of the St. Irancis as well as of tho Chaudiére.
‘The persevering efforta of Mr. Logan have.detecled. it
in several localities.  The allnvion of these two rivers
cumes {rom the northern slope of the Green Mountains,
Vermount and Maine, part of the great Alleghanian
Ridge, which bisects North Amernica. It is iu them
therefore that we must look for the matrix or quartz
rock, in which the precions metr] is usnally found im-
bedded. The explorations are yet very incomplete,
and cannot very easily be pursned during the winter,
except it continues as it is now. For our part, though
we appreciate Mr. Lozan®s skill and devotion o his
duty, we unfeignedly say that we wish gold may not
be found in such abundance as o tempt meu from the
great paths of regular industry.  Wherever the preci-
ous metals have been discovered, they have bronght
with them the ruiu of agriculture and the debasement
of the native population.  Yith iron and coal, it is
different, because they put ia metion marnfacturing
power without which they are useless.— Tlranscript.

Farar Accipext at Erenemin—Wo regret to
learn that one of the R. R. Police, named Partridge, un
Eunglishman, stationed at New Liveipocl, was killed
on Thursday forenoon by the falling upsn his head of
a heavy picce of rock while the men were blasting on
the Richmond Railway, © '

Meroer a7t LorerTR.—A Iaboring man named
Cauntin has just met with his death at the hands of
another labover, named Rouleau, living at Indian Lo-
rette.  Jt is suid that Cantin had iraproper counection
with the wife of Ronlean, and—in fulfilmen! of a
threat previously expresséd—Rouleaushot him through
the head whilst prowling abont his house the night be-
fore last. Ronleau is in dustody. The Corouer left
town yesterday to hold au inquest on’ the body, and
had not returned when we went 1o press.— Quebec
Mercury. o

Tares Mors: Murnersrs Repnieven.—On Monday
last, the Sheriff ot the counties received a commuta-
tion of 1the sentences of death which were passed at
our last assizes on Joseph Butler, George Foreiian,
amd John Tipple: Instead of receiving the punish-
b ment awarded by the laws of the country, to crimes of
murder like theirs, the sentence has begn set aside,
and they are to become bardens on the province for the
rest of their days in the, Provincial Pemitentiary. This
course seems the more strange, ad we are uot aware
that a single petition hag been presented in their favor,
and their crimes were comimitted in the cuolest biood,
—Hamillon Gazelle. '~ '

The desth penaity had better be abelished alto-
gether! The wretches whose hands are crimsoned
with the blood of quiet and inoflensive citizens, amd
who had hurried their vietims into eternity, « with all
their imperfections upon their heads,” instead of beipg
sent to the gallows, there to suffer the penalty which
justice demands, are merely consigned 10 prison, theto
1o fatten at the expense of the public! Such an un-
hallowed prostitution of the Royal prerogative is eaj-
culated 1o bring the law into vtler contempt, and’'to
render the sentence of the Judge a mockery. The
sentenre of death prononnced upon Joseph Bérubé,
and his paramour, Césarée Thériault, for poiserng
Sophie Tulbot, the first wife of Bérubé, and who were
to litve been executed on the 10th inst., at Kamaouraska
(Lower Canada), has also been commuted 1o impri-
sonment in the Penitentiary ! Our Radical governora
will make a perfect Paradise of Canada shortly. Kill
away, ye man-slayers and priseners, for under the
“ model” Goveruor-General and liis pet advisera, thery
shall be ¢ No Hanging for Murder ’— British Siard.

Loxpox Gao, C. W.—The condition of this worse
than infernal Penitentiary calls loudly for the immo-
diate interposition of Governmeat. The manner in
which the unfortunate prisouers have been (and, for
aught known 1o the contrary, are still baing) treated:
is disgraceful in a land prefessing to be Christian,—
The, prison reeks with filth. The Sheriff—the incom-
petent and heartless gaoler—in fact, all the. “respon~
sibilities??-~should be dismissed.—1Ibid, =~ * '

A New ArticLe.—We were shown a few days ago
a sample of oil, manufactured in the western part of
thir County, from the offal of white fish canght on
Weller’s Beach. The oil burns with a pure oleur
flame, and is totally devoid of .all oftensive smell. A -
tanner ‘and currier living .inthe westera part of the
County says that it is fully equal to any imported oil
he ever used for leather. About four-filths'of a galloa
may be obtained from a barre} of fish. The inanufar-
tare of this oil, when carried: out 1o its fuilest extent,
will add nearly 20 percentto. the value’ of the fsh-
eries,— Bellevills. Fnlelthgencer.” ‘

Birth.
In this city, on {ke 20th inst., Mra. Thomea Hanly, of &
daughter, T _ . :
Died.

At Lochiel, on the 13th inat., Mr, Aloxander McPh&eL‘Bﬂ

80.years; late of Quebec. '



