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Iose by the frontier in the wood at :
u;:] ]('_'1i;m troops were hastily dgs[utchrd
 ree tavern on the Belgian side of the
59 Fruncs-Tireurs, 1t was sur-
Belgian licutenant entered re-
He found them at supper. with
en their legs. On his ordering
leave the Belgian territory,
t, but finding the

Belgian P
some
nd o large t
l\iul b)‘
1 the
hond.
kets brtwe
surrender or n
them w,:a“;d inclined to resis ing th
they 8P rrounded, and faucying thev saw in the
hoost F’umure Belginn uniforms than there really
dmkness‘ . aereed to depart.  They h_nd that morn-
were, th“),lgsomc Thlan patrols, killed one, and
ing I,:;lﬁ:,-uotlwrs to take refuge on Delgian eoil,
ﬁ?}ﬁw they became prisoner s ) .
¥ ot 1 expioit by Fnancs-lieurs 18 relatid a2
Anoul; tter. On two Uhlan companies being sent
vam:m:‘rs wliere they arrived in the evening, they
)
:‘;;ﬁwd {or the Muyor.

A suspicious looking per-
mted himself, whom the officer refused to
gl PTCE0 and at length the real Mayor wis found.
rcmgqn:’(ucsﬁonz-(l‘ he staled positively thatno
On 1_,-3111@ l.s .or Franes-Tircurs were in the place.
Bestil "mijl]c inhabitant was detainad us a hostage, !
A "Fptf:‘_;ops consisting of two licateuants, two
and the l,d about 60 wmen, quartzred themselves in
(‘nﬂg”r.r-mxnl;olmc. stationed outposts,and leit horses
a Ian:cl '“d bridled. Alout 130 a piercing oy from
saddict: B was heard, and from all sides, through
fhe scntry 1~-< and windows, shot after shot fell on
doars, lo{“p}:olfl:lians. An ofticer, a subaltern, and
the Slem-rf aped ; the fate of the otbers is still un-
four mem FEAH S duv a detachment of the 2nd

i The next h
(A._erm\:nt.\"m sent to Nemours tu punieh the gutrage.
Army W "

{heir MUk

MODERN PRUGLESS.
(From  the Saturday Raview.)

nt number of Fraser's Magazine Mz
Froude indulges in some teflections upon Progress,

T ¢ interesting in ‘themselves and appropriate
whl{]‘h t“.llrm(. in which we are living., What is Pro-
w,‘..eo Are we cernain that !'ro;.'rcss, whatever it
gru-bix- will continue indefinitely 2 And what are
e . m;nds of the belicf which we entertain ? Tol
Iaz%»rfthcsc questions at least the d(‘mug(lgl.zt;'ﬁ of

i o have an easy and satisfactory answer. Thew
the tl:]m themselves little as to the reasons of the
}fa.(i)tlllx ﬁm is in them, for reasoning is in many Te-

-tq a very disagreeable and very uscless process.
sl‘?&,ts an jump to a conclusion, why trouble our-
h\l“ffi:y 'Ilrlodding through the dreary re,{:iolj which
. nes letween our premises and our final in-
f-rcé-‘:z? “But of the fact itself, huwever it may le

.Lw«[.iichcd_ we are left in no doult. Progress Ix

t.‘ -l:m.mus'mu! enlimited. and is o chance from bl

“m: 1. We are better than our fathers. and our
12?:]1(-11: will be better than oursclves, They wiil
;,.lwiwr, richer, kinder, purer, mure honest and more

armed.  War, crime,
li;xndlxe:: between classes will cease, e vin will

Ye as good 8s :mu‘tlxcr, and women \vx! be ns gum.
a3 men. Hence follows th_c m‘dn}g\r_\ recipe _1(-1

Leing in advance of onc's time. Find oumt which
way things are movli.n;_r, and there can be no doubt

< to the wisest policy. _ _
i-lilltig}ﬁlemr(l stmc!smn.n as to produce & :t:xu;.;lu lng
in a given direction. Discover what a [t_-r}mthn‘a%\.\
and what 2 Whig thinks, and then place yourselfas
mnuch in advance of the Whiyg as he is in advance of
the Tul'y.

And ret certain qualms intrud
minds'(rf al] but the most blatant orators, .-‘m: W
ar that this mathermatical formula for acyuiring
i of constantly outhiddivg

1n the curre .

inte:

so e
wixdowa, this simple pl ntl
the lust offer will lead to any s:ms.:u-:n-f';.'
Assunaing, which is rather a lax.rgl- assumption, that
y right go far us it gocs, we thall rotne
dav be landed at the Lottom of the lul} by a general
abolition of evervthing ; ux‘ui what is to be done
then?  Our formuln will fail ue, and the Lext stef
is not go perfeetly  clear. .-\nd then certain ck_»u‘ius
begin to aseail us cven as to the perl_vrtly satisfius-
tory natare of prcviuus_c]:n.ng_c-s. W v_lmw swept
away much rublish; is it not just possible 1hat-“;u
may Liave sWept pway somc very sound muterials
alone with it?  Possibly the process of reclimbing
the Lill will have to be commenced wher‘x e ave -
tirfactority landed at its foot: wu miy have reason
to regret that we did not stay quietly where we
were, Mr. Froude, for example, suggests several
points on which, whilst a change _lxz}s unmistakeably
gcenrred, it is not plain av first sight that there has
been prui:ress. Though we dn’_]cr wx_del_\' from xome
of his conclusions, we may notice his statements us
an illustration, if of nothing _elso, at !‘:!st of thie
state of mind in which an intelligent man is tanded
by this ceaseless blowing of trumpets. Whut,‘ he
udhs, are we to say of the agricaltural jaborer ?—
siall estates, a8 we know, are swallc.nwcd up in
great ones: if the Jand whichused to be in cornmon
atfords a larger gross income, the lnborer gets none
of the advantage ; he is no longer able tn.kccp his
geegy, his pig orhis cow; and, in short, whilst & few
fich men have o much greater means of enjoving
luxurions Tefinement, the poor have *lost the fag-
got on their hearths, the milk from.th(-lr chxld‘rcn.
e slice of meat at their own dinners” They
are more dependent than  cver on their su-
perjors; whilst theiv superiors, _who lhave Ele'r(--
toped from stupid squires, into nqn-r-:sxdvnt
tandlords of half u county, have a less intimate rela-
ion to the pobr. The believer inprogress may give
up the agricultural laborer, but peint out that the
clerey at least have improved in activity and wo-
rality since the days of Parson Trulliber, and the iu-
dolent prelates who owed their promotion to politi-
eal joblery, and left the Trullibers to disport undis-
turbed in their dioceses for months .'m.(l yoars at a
time. Evep here Mr. Froude is seeptical as to our
improvement.  The clergy, he says, nre (!n')dcd. by
a wider gulf from the sympathics of their parish-
joners. The Establishment has less hold on the
affections of the people, And one main cause 1s
that the old faith has grown dim; the clergy have
censed really to lielieve in their creeds, and even
@ {he most ardent Ritualist now knows at Jeast that
the ground is hollow under him.” At any rut?,‘ the
optimist will reply, education is advencing. T'rue,
says Mr. Froude, more pcople can rcad and write
than formerly ; book knowledge will by degrces be
more widely spread ; and boek ‘knowlgdge, as far as
it oes, is n useful thing. But it remains to be seen
whether it can supply the want of the more pra}ch-
cal training received in old-fushioned days. 'The
old English system was the apprentice system.—
Farmers, smiths, joiners, and shocmakers parcelled
out (e bovs of a parish, and taught them. how fo
shift honestly for themselves. They learnt at church
thet they were moral and responsible Leings. We
now propose to put a certain potish upon the rising
generation ; to give them a dose of elmnerfta.ry
knowledge, but to turn them loose upon the worla
to pic up such practical training In life as, may hap-
peu to come in their way. lhey may be morf}
knowing; but will they necessarily be honester,
soberer, and more capable of making their way in a
world where, now and always, five-siths of us must
depend upon steady, manuul labor? At least, re-
plies My, Froude's antagonist, we have much more
liberty ; we have upset monopolier, and are fairly
on the way to universal suffrage. M. Froude ad-
mits the facts, but does not so readily admit their
beneficial tendency. 'The great question is not
whether we have liberty, for authority must always
divide the world with liberty, but whether the 1jlles
enforced by authority are in the main just orun, just.
Asg for universal suffrage, it means that we are to
entrust the choice of our governors to the class least
capable of judging of their merits. Nobody really
supposes that a wide suffrege will give us a wiser
Parliament. It comes to this, that we cannot trust
anybody to attend to any one’s interest except his.

the prul'cs.\‘ is

and misery wilt die out: the:
Une wian will |

It is as easy to hecoms an

e themselves upon the

own; end it is, thercfore, in subg
confussion of despuir of human nature,
tive examination mcans that we prefer to have ofti-

cials chosen by a method whick we all know to be : cighiteen inches
inferior 1o the system of disinterested persoral ap- | formed

pointioent, Lecause we despair of any one ever nsing
his power from higher motives than private or party
interest.  The cheice of a Legisluture by universal
suffrage means iu the same way that we have no
lcaders whom we can trust to do their duty ; and
that we would mather have incompetent rulers who
are slaves to their constiteents than competent
rulers who would be sure to oppress them. It can

hardly then be regarded as a ciuse for unmingled

exultation,

The cnormous progress of knowledge, of material
wealth, vud of our command over the forces of na-
ture, is admitted and palpable. The inference that
there is a corresponding progress in the morality
and in the material welfare of the community at

large is so nutural that people do not wke the trou- |

ble te inquire whether it is legitimate.  Anvbedy
who undertakes that ipquiry will tind Linsclf called
upon to solve many problews of extraordinary in-

j ticacy, and with constamly insuiicient data,  Even
| if we assume that experience extending over wide
| ranges of time proves that wankind advunees on the
¢ whole, there can be no such certainty s to any par-

ticulur pevied.  There have been times of deeay and
| disorganization us woll és of rapid growth, Heights
Phave been peached. o distant ages, which we ure
Pnow unalle to attain, Greck arts, to mention the
vost obvious example, i the despair of all its
modern rivals: and indeed the great perivds of art
recur so rregularly and are separated by such wide
intervals of depression that, it it be possible to dis-
cover any law to wihich they confunm, it is certainly
Lot a law of uniform or continuous progross.  There
bave been Jong  pericds during which mankind was
occupied in forgetting what it formerly learnt—
There have been extensive districts in which civili-
zation has perished from off the fuce of the earth—
The gencral presumption, therefore, whatever may
e its value, will not prove without further inquiry
that our own age or couutry is met onc of the ex-
ceptional cuses. We (an find many symptems of
decay if we choose to look for them. The grosth
of masses of pauperista slongside of vast accumula-
livns of wenlth, the growth of corrupion in the
most advanced democntival countrivs, and many
similar developmients, are obrious grounds for mo-
derating our cnthusinsm,  Some of the principal
changes quot:d on the other side are doubtiul in
fact or ambiguons in tendency.  We have received
a rude shock to the theory of the gradual extinction

stitution «f gentler measures for the old rough
mwodes of physical force indicates an effemitacy of
national constitution. a preference for material come
fort over motives of a more spiritual order, which
renders the change of doubitful benetit.

IRISH INTELLIGENCE.

Tuz Very Kev. De. Patmick Munray oN THE Parasy
Qreztion.—The Frermar's Journal oI the Soth ult,
publishes a very siequent legeer from the Very Rev,
Dr. Mwurray, of Mayrcoth, on this subject. [is
impeachment of Victor Eimnaniel contains the ful-

unspenkably unjust, it is manitestly and evidently
so.  The man who wages sucha war s guilty of that
horrible injustice, and lie is also guilty before high
heaven of the evils bie foresaw would accompany that
injustice and spring from it
"innocent blood shed at e Porta Pia,and the death
Pof every sollicr slain there 15 o black neurder lying
upon Lis hend.  Upen his head lies the guilt of the
sacrilegious robbery and rapinoywhich  ensued,
From the soul of his foot to the crown of his lead
he is a murderer and a robber, Murder and
robbery  are  in the marrow  of hizs  bounes
and the blood of his veins, and, unless he sineerely
repents, which, frow my heart, I wish may come to
pass, they will cling to him tilldeath, and in death,
und after death, for ever and for ever. :
and ever! Amd it ie in this light of cteroity
that you, and I, and all should view this question,
and every other question having o moral bearing.
But there they go on, day after day, and  year
after vear, with their embossed slang  abont
unification and material progress and liberty—lib-
eriy which in this case, is simply the nnbridled
license of propagating “iufidelity  and  erine, of
developing and intensitving the very worst passions
of our fullen nature, There they go on. as if there
were no God above, no hell Lelow. no dread day  or
indgment to come inwhich every deliberate thought,
acd word. and deed of every one of us shall be
weighed in the seale of infinite justice. Thore they
a0 on, as if the rest and felicity and prrisetion
which we were created to attain were attainable
in this tleeting life, of suffering, and tial, and
decay.”

At their mecting en the 2rd ult, the Cork Farw-
ers Club adopted a resolution in suppert of the
Home Governinent movement,

The National Teachers' Associntion of the County
of Cork held a meeting on Saturday, Dec. 2, to for-
ward their claims to increased salaries and to super-
amnuation in old age. Mr. Maguire, M.t who wis
present, promiscd to advocate the cause of this very
deserving body in his place in Parliament.

According to the returns obtained by the enu-
merators, the number of emigrants who left the ports
of Treland during the quarter ended 30th Sceptember
Iast, amounted to 16,919—9,288 mules and 7,631
furnales—being 665 more than the number §\'!|o
cmigrated during the corresponding quarter of 1869,

"'ge PorrLatiox oF IneLsxp~—The estimated pop-
ulation of Ireland is set down in Jthe Registrar-
General's last return at 5,316,674 ; of these, 2,645,511
are males, and 2,871,163 are femules. Tu 1845 the
population was 8,285,061: of which there were
1.083,043 males and 4,212,018 females. In 1801 the
population was 5,516,329. So that in seventy years
the increase in the population of this country was
only 345 souls! Probably Earl Russell could ex-
plain + the reason wity ' Waterford Citizen.

Trr Wicsrow Prerage Casa—~The extraordinary
Wicklow Peernge case is likely soon t(.) come again
before the public in a court of lew. Shortly Lefore
the close of the last session of Padiament Mis.
Howurd presented a petition to the House of Lords
praying (hat her claim on behalf of her infant son
might be revived, as circumstances have come to
ber knowledge that the pres.nt E::r! had offered s
solicitor, Mr. O'Brien, a doucier of £600 in the event
of his succeeding to the title, and thut various wit-
nesses had been bribed 1o give evidence against her
claim. It is now understood that Mrs. Howard feels
hezself in u position to take legal proceedings.

WiLLtam Joussroxn, M.P.—Some of our Protestant
contemporarics have announced that Wm, Joln}ston.
M. P., hus been deprived of the position of Grand
Master in the Orange Society, for 'dlsrcgard of the
orders of his superiors. Beyond this we know not
what was the nature of the quarrel, but we syhould
be glad if we could lcarn ﬂm]‘, M_r. Johnston's su-
periors had disapproved of his fircbrand speeches
snd his continual efforts to keep up Etnfe and il-
will among his fellow countrymen. Some influen-
{ial members of the Orange Society are beginning to
feel tired and sshamed of such conduct, and if the
disrating ef Mr. Johnston is u result of ?helr acting
upon such views it would be a good sign for the
country.—XNation. i )

Suicios iy CLoNueL JAw.~A prisoner named hfarhn
Egan, who was awaiting trial at the ensuing Cashel

uarter segsions for assgult, was found on Friday
night (Dee. 2) by one of the wardeng strangled $o
1

of war: and to some thinkers it secins that the sab-

lowing passage :—* The war thus waged is not only
< | o
the Landlord and Tenant act,
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is cell. The web of his hammock had |
1w ring Ly which the bad was
sugpended from u hook

tn the wall, not more than

1 wias placed by the prisoner avound his ueck.
Lying along the foor he managed, by twisting his
body areund, to deprive himself of life, Fverything
that medical skill prompted was tried to restore ani-
mation—rfur the Ledy was yet warm—but to no pur-
pose.  When the warder on duty visited the cell at
6 o'clock, in accordance with the usual rule, Egan
was fourd preparing for bed.—Clonmel Chronicle.

Mavaus Mac Manox.—The wife of Marshal Mac-
Muhon is evidently worthy to be the wife of such a
hero. The Lyens papers publish a spirited letter
Trom the Duchess to a friend, who lad solicited the
ntervention of the Duke (Marshul Ma: Mahon) with
the Minister of War at Berliu to obain intelligence
of her ron. The Duchess regrets that she cannot
curaply with the wish of her friend : - but” she avs,
“you will easily understand that Madame de M
Mahoen cannot ask a favor from the Frusstuns. To |
show you how scrupulous I must be upon the point, l
Fmay wld that, notwithstanding their reiterated !
requests, Maurice lis refused to select any place of l
residenice, and desires to undergo Lis punishment. |
or rather his exile, without exercising the sinallest
ckoive that could in any way approach to a favour
accepted by bim, Maurice is going on very well,
and expects to lave for Prussia at any nowent—
Irithman,
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Tus ProtesTaxt Cavren ix TirpsRany. — Confer- !

. ences between the Protestant clergy and laity were

held in the various districts of Tippersry lust weel,
savs the Lonster Independent of the 10th ult, The
subjects which were chictly undercousiderution were
the purchase of glebes and glebe housces, the union
and revision of the present parishes, and the con-
centration ef parochiad districts.  As many as kix or
cight clergymoen nanounced their intention of buying
their own houses aud glebes for the benetit of the
Church, in order that the clergymen should bave
bouses s Jand rent free for all future times, in
each of those parishes.  In as many as twenty-five
other instances an undertaking was given to pur-
chuse the gleles. In seveml places the neighboring
proprictors cume forwurd snd gave their assurance
that they would liberally  subscribe, mentioning in
many instiances the sums they were prepired to give,
with & view of the retention to their parish churches,
and 4 regular mivistry,  Anxiety is manifested that
none of the existing churches, however isolated.
should pass from the possession of the Uhurch, but
no further offensive movelgents were made on Sa-
turday.

Dres, Doeo . —The Ulster tenants have lost no
time in assevting their rights under the Land Act.
A tuther curious application  was madi- vesterday in
the Landed Estates Court on the part of 300 tenants
on the estate of the Marquis of Waterford in the
county of Londonderry.  ‘The trustees ofthe Marquis
are about to sell the property, very much against
the will of the tenantry, who have tried every means
to prevent the transfer, Findine, Lowever, that a
sabe is insvitable, they have tiled ohjections to the
settlement of the rental on the ground that it is
stated m it simply that they are tenants from vear te
year, whereas they claim 1o have it put upon the face
of the conveyance thit they are entitled to the benefit
of the Ulster tenant custom, under the provisions of
They also require to
have their right to turbary setout.  Counsel un
the purt of the owner and petitioner contended
that the etfect of making such an entry would be
cither that the purchaser would be concluded by

“the Parlimentary effect of the cenveyanee, or else

Dthe dedision that  the  teoauts were 50 entitled
twould have to be reviewed by the ultimate
i tribunal for dealing  with  land  cuses reserved,

i the statement entered on the rental,

and st aside : and, whether its judgment was bind-
ing or fruitless, it would prejudice the sale to have
Judge Lynch
observed that if the lands were not subject to tenuant-
right it would very materially increase the valuee of

: the lund for sale, and asked was he not, under such

circumstances, to give notice to the public 7 Mr.
Law, Q.C., submitted that the proper course would
bu to leave the question to be determined by the
ordinary tribunals established by law  for disposing
of them.  'The cffect of allowing the claim put for-
surd in this case would be that an acre of land
could not be gold in ireland without inquiring what
improvernents had bren made, and whether the
Ulster tenant-right or an analozous custom  pre-
vailed on the estate.  Counsel tor the tenants con-
tended that under the 54th section of the Landed
Eestates Court Act the Court wus Lound to ascer-
tain the rights of the tenants, and to make the con-
veyance subject to them. 1t might be a serious
injury to have it merely stated in the rental that
they were only tenants from year to year. Judge
Lynch stated that he was clearly of opinion that
the conveyance of that Court could not prejudice
the statutable rights of the teuants, but as the
raatter was important he would reserve his judg-
ment.

Drcesmeer 7.—Manifistations of public sympathy
with the l'ope are still proceeding in the provinees,
on Sunduy a meeting was held in Athlone to pro-
test against the conduet of Victer Emmanue], and
verterday there was a similar demoustration in
Waterford Cathedral, under the presidency of the
Bishop. There were 5,000 persons present,  He-
solutions were passed, declaring  tliat the inva-
sion of Rome was a violation of international
law and  justice ; also that the independence
dence of the Pape, “ which can only be guaranteed
by Lis temporul soverciguty, is essential to the free
Govervinent of the Church and the security of
Catholic consciences, and is thus vitally associuted
with the cause of peace and social erder throughout
Christendom ;° denouncing the plunder of the pa-
trimouny of the Church, and tendering to the lHoly
Yather the heartfelt sympathy of the meeting,

GREAT BRITAIN.

Loxpos, Dec. 20.—The Right Hon. John Bright
resigned his position as President of ‘the Board of
Trade and his seat in the Gladstone Cabinet to-day.

‘Loxpox, Dec. 26.—The Pall Mall Gazelte is anxions
that Americans should know that kngland is
heartily tired of the Alabuma controversy, and is
ready to pay any impartial meney award, if the ad-
justment can be confined thereto.

The Fenian convicts were discharged from Port-
land prizen on I'riday, Dec. 22rd,

John Walter, jr., son of the chicl proprictor of the
London Z%mes, broke through the ice while skating,
and was drowned,

Loxspoy, Deecember 27.—There is immense excite-
ment in this city consequent on the alarming intel-
ligence that the Prussians have virtually committed
an act of belligerency in the sinking of the six
English trading vessels in the Scine, for the avowed
purpose of obstructing the navigation of the river.
The Skipping Gazette, which first doubted, now ad-
mits the truth of the report concerning the treat.
ment of British vessels in the Seine by the Prus-
sinng, and declares that the Government must in-
stantly demand explanation and redress from Prus-
sia. The T%mes has published an extre, &« most un-
usunl course, and endeavors to calm the public sen-
timent by expressing & lope that the report is ex-
aggerated, and uvows a strong conviction that the
Prussians would not commit so suicidal an act—
The people will not listen to this, and paint to the
despatch with indigoation, which atates that the
British Vice Consul at Bouen has presented to the
Prusgian commander at Bouen n formal protest

HE

t3

ONICLE—J A

subjects.  This is regarded here as o contirmation of ©
the truth of the despat-b, The Stander and other
Conservative newspapors have bitter war-toned ar-

or to declre itselr insulted and tuke the nedfnl |
means for the corrcetion of this outruge upon the
British tlag,

King William of Prussia and Lis daughter-in-law,
the Princess Royal of Englaud, bave written to
Queen Victoria objecting to the marriage of Princess
Louise with the Marquis of Lorue, to which her
Majesty responded thut they bad Uetter attend to
their own affuirs entirely.

The tirst-class Army Rescrve of the British army
is receiving numerons recriits. It e formed of
soldiers who have served their term of enlistinent.
and voluntarily join for five vears, during which
titne they will receive 4d. a day, and be allowed to
reside where they please in the United Kingdom,
following theiv usual avowations,  ‘The order states
that they are lable to be reculled to their places in
the army i case of * imminent nitional danger or
of grest emergeney,” and to sorve for six wouths
after peace is proclaimed.  If married, their wives
and familics will be maintained by the State durine
their absenee o service, and every mun witl re-
sutie his furmer mok in the army,

i

|

The most feasible plan of settling the Aalama |
dispute which oceurs to the naval periodical at Lon- )
don, Broad Arrow, is the appointment of a mixed !
cominission of Americans and Englislinen, to sit
with full powers to adjust the ¢laims and agrec upon
the draft of & treaty to that etlect, by which both
Governments should be bound. - Such men,” says
Oroad Arrvwe, “as John Bright, Lond Ashburton,
sir John Pakington, R. W. Crawferd, Cotonel Wil-
sun Patton, Lord Russell and Sir John Lubbock
would be deserving of ull confidence on our part,
und could hardly bie unaceeptable to the American
Congress, who on their side, we have no doubt, coutd
name men worthy of the great trust to Le repored
in them,  If some such plan is not sdopted. and the
friendly relations between the two conntries are to |
be left at the mercy of individualg, and subjected to |
the violent interruption threatened by such mes-
sages ns that of I'resident Grunt, the world may well
despair of peace in our time.”

The regret of President Grant  that no settlement
of the Alubuma claims hias yot been concluded is fully
thared by the government and people of this country:
but no one conversunt with the history of this (ues-
tion can accept his view of its present aspect. By
allowing cluims to be presented against us of which
the validity must depend upon a considerntion of the
conduct pursued by Lord Palmerston’s government
at the outbreak of the war, and still more by congent-
ing to allow the wlhole diplomatic correspoudencer to
be laid before the Cominissioners. wedid, in the ful-
lest sense, coneede that Lord Palinerston's govern-
menut miglit huve beenguilty ofnegligence and might
have done, or pennitted to be doue, things of which
the United States wight have just canse o complain,
To require us to o further, and  pre-judge the case
neainst ourselves by admitting beforchnnd that which
is the very issue to be decided before the cornmission
of arbitrators, is so utterly monstrous that wecannot
belicve President Grant to have intended it, 1l
doctrine that a pecuninry  claim may be established
ugainst our Governwent for a premature recognition
of the Confederate States as o beiligerent power, ur
other alleged Lreaches of neutraliity, apart from the
Alabami elaims, is of cotwse arguable, but it is cer-
tainly not tenable,  As forthe idea thatan unfriendly
animus can be the subject of compensation, it is one
that nodiscerning aelvocate of American rights wonld
be willing to advinee, Whatever may be the object
of President Grant in recommending that o eonnnis-
sion should be appointed by Congress to arcertain
thre amount and vwnership of these claims, with a
viow to their being liquidated by the United States
government, which henceforth would  becorne the
sole pluintif, it is not quite impossible that it may
ultimately  simplify arbitration between the two
governments—ZLondon Times.

On the moruing of Dee. 9, nbout 11140 o'clock,
says a telegram to the London Standard, one of the
most terrible catastrophes that has ever vigited Bir-
mingham tuok pluce at the mmmunition factory
belonging to Messrs, Ludlow, at Witton-lane, Wit-
ton. The scene of the nccddent is a large ticld
about & mile from the Ashtou Lower Grounds, aud
in the direction of Perry Barr, Iere are sitaated
nineteen sheds, in whicl the work of making and
priming English cartridges iy curried on, some 500
hands being emploved. At the time stated, the in-
habitants of the neighbourhood and persons at a
distance of even two miles were alirmed by « series
of explosions, accompanicd by shocks as of an earth-
quake und severe concussion of the atmosphere,  On
reaching the locality of the explosion u scence of de-
struction wus revealed of the most nppnlh‘u& chur-
ucter. Tbree sheds, in which therc had been work-
ing 100 girls, boys und men, were & muks of ruins,
and in the smoking, blackening heap there was
scarcely & sign of life. Rewudy hands were suon at
work, and the awful extent of loss to human life
then became apparent. A few hud escaped from the
burning mass and were limping off; while the Lelp-
less, who gave any signs of life, were guickly con-
veyed in carts and cabs, which had come to the
spot on the alarm being given. No fewer than fifty
shockingly burned and wutilated but living human
forms were carried oft with all speed to the general
Lospital, the condition of many Deing pitinble in
the extreme.  Some of those taken thither were so0
budly burnt as to be hardly recognizable,  Bleeding
and insensible, they were gnickly put under the
rmedieal cure of the staff of the hospital; but it was

too evident thut many a  sufferer  entered
only to prolong o lingering existence till
death  added new victims to  the list. The

scene among the wreeked remaing of the sheds
was one of the most sickening description, ‘The
field was strewn with the mautilated remnaing of
hmman bodics, and picces of clothing covered with
blood. 1n one shed lay thie charred bodies of seven,
and in another five workers, while in the Witton
Arms lay another five, all disiigured beyond recogni-
tion. Euach body lay smouidering and smoking on
u shutter, covered by a tarpaulin, and beneath this
was nothing but a mass of charred Hesh and bones.
In some cases there was only a charred skeleton,
and in others the head urms, and legs were missing,
A human head, supposed {o be that of a female, was
picked up in the field, and a human hand was found
in the same manner.  Seventeen are nscertained up
to the present time to be killed, but no names ean
be given, as identification is impossible at this stage.
It is rumorcd that the cause of this dreadful afinir
was the accidental ignition of & woman's apron, whe
was standing warming herself at a stove, which,
strange to say, every shed contains. The scene in
and around the field after the accident was enough
to move the most callous obgerver. The enger in-
quiries of anxious mothers for their children, and of
relatives for missing worlpeople, were heartrending,
Little groups were gathered here and there along
the road, surrounding a pale and suffering victim,
bringing water, and doing all that ingenuity could
suggest to allay the ngony of the moinent.

i

“UNITED STATES.

The New York 7'ribune when it speaks of aristocra-
ticand despotic Russia, sees in that power a colossus
whose mandate trembling nations must obey. The
day of England’s humiliation cannot be distant
according to the Tribune's war eatimate of the military
resources which can be invoked to farnigh Russian

"aggresgion : ,
% Bussia has evidently carefully studied the old
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Cdistigured for life

wiar in tine of peace morcover has put it to practical
use, A Vienna correspondent furnishes from that
apital an ostimat: of the forees «f the three powers

from the ground, and the loop thus § ticles, ealling upon the gevernment either to sesizn * Iikely toeome iuto contlict in the Sast in the ovent

of the fidlure of the Lotdca Congress, Tl states
that numerically the fore- s of Russia will cqual those
of Anstria and 'Turkey combined, and be very little
inferior to those of all the probuble allies united.—
In point of military organization, arms, &, the su-
periority of Russia is unquestioned ; and while she has
tew formiduble internal enemics to keep in subjec
tion, Austria and Turkey are distracted by rebeliious
vassal-tuces and - provinces.  In the event of war,
the probability of which the calling of a Conference
Lus net wholly dissipated, the suceess of Tlussia
would seem assnred, i invasion dees nut entail upon
her unexpactedly great contingencies of a disastrons
natare,

A novel action for damages is now in progress in
the town of Cavendisk, Vermont, A man named
Page, while suffi ring from small-pox. visited the
house of 1 man numed Taylor, and stoppred sote
davs with him.  The result was that "Taylo: and his
family were stricken with the dizense 1 all of them
and one of them losing an eye,
Taylur has sued Paze tor ten thousand dollars dam-
ages, the acensation being that the Iatter, knowing
the natare of his illness, took ne means to prevent
its spread. Fhe case excites great interest in the
locality, tor nothing of a siwilar description ever
came before the courts in that region.,

Mrs, Yelverton, in o note to the editor of the San
Francieeo Bulletin, brietly deines her position, which
nfew of the Amnerienn papers have somewhat mis-
represented.  Her case, she stalex, has been through
15 ditferent trinls—the Scotch and Irish benches
vach declaring i her favor,  [nthe trizl in Fnglund
the warriage issue wias never decided, she having
heen non-snited on the ground of no jurisdiction.
Upon another occasion the House of Lords, having
a vonjoint action Iwfore thewm, refused on the one
hand the petition of Major Yelverton to be declired
tree of marriage with her, and on the ofler pro-
nounced njudgment of “non proven” against her
marringe with hin. This singular decision took
the lexal world by surprise, It was the aeme of
mystiieation of the Scotoh lnw of marriage.  Major
Yelverton was not freed, but she was not bound !
Fortimately their real status dild not depend npon
the Scotclh marringe, the Irish one baving been
finally proved jn 1862 since which time the con-
tinuetion of the various suits has unly been litigious
ad vexitions, as 4 Neoteh Conrt coull never inter-
fure with an Irish marriage, and the litigation was
imendedinerely to stave off criminal procecdings
for bigamy in Scotlund.  They were not married
third time in England, otherwise, she presmuoes,
there might be a third claimant for dower on the
Avonwore estate, Sueh are the peendiar complica.
tions of the British law,

Ruscality seeks out many inventions, The last
trick most novel of all, occurnd ina New York
Jewellery store, A well dressed man arked 10 see
dizmonds and other vich jewellery 5 every now and
then during his deliberate examination stepping to
the donr nnd crying out “whow to an imazinary
restive horse staepling in an maginaey buggy,  Af-
ter making his selections of . diamond ring amld a
set ot jewellery, costinee 3225 hie aut with o Furkey
morocee wallet, apparvently very plethoric, and
luying it on the counter put the selected vatluables
in his pocket. “Phen tiening to draw ont the Dills,
swddenly heard his restive horse, and leaving his
pocket hook stepped out of the door, erying -~ whon,
who®  Not earping back the olerk looked in the
wallet and fonnd fts stutting not greenbacks, The
1wan, at lust accounts, lewl not overtaken his Lorse,

Rusvers or Crarp-Meroie—The corrected censag
retirus of New Hampshire show  the population to
be 515,075, Net doss 8070 in ten yoears,

The fact that Mr, Oliver lived in a uniform row of
houses in the Fourteenth Ward, says e Philudel-
phia Sunday Dispatel, was the rengon why he was
enfortunnte,  One moonlight night Inst weeli the
noise mide by the cats on his roof wassimply awful.
Mr, Oliver lay in bed, trying in vain to get to sleep
and grinding his tecth in rage, until at last the up-
roaroverhend beennee unendurable,  Mr. Oliver crept
oub of bed softly, so that bhis wifi: might not be awne.
kened.  He put on Lis slippers, seized a Loot with
ench band, and, clad in the snowy robes of night, he
opened the trap door and emerged upon the reof,
"There were thirty or forty cuts out there holding
kind of general synod in the conl of the evening, en-
Joving the brucing air and singing glees.  As Mr,
Uliver approached, the cats moved over to the negt
roof. Mr. Oliveradvanced and flanga boot as them
They then adjonrned suddenly to the summit of the
adjoining residence.  Mr. Oliver projected another
boot und went over after the first one. In this man-
ner the synod retreated and  Oliver advaneed until
the fust row of the twenty houses was reached, when
the cats nreanged  themselves inoa line along the
prrapet, rufiled up their fur, curved their spines, and
spat furionsly at Oliver.  That bold warrior gather-
ul up his boots and determined to retreat, He
walked bnek over a dozen hiouses and desrended
shrough a trap-door.  He went down stairs to his
Led-room, and opened the door,  Thers was o man
in the roum in the act of walking up and down with
a halby.  Before Oliver had recovered from his
amazement, the man flang the baby on the had, and
seizing a revolver began tiring mpidly at Oliver. It
then dawned npon Oliver that he had come down
the wrong trap-door. e procecded upstaivs again
suddenly, the man witl the revelver practising at
him ina painful manner.  When Oliver reached the
trap he shut it quickly and stood upon it.  ''he man
fired through the boards twice, and then hooked the
dour upon the inside. A oment after Oliver
heard him springing a watchiman's rattle from the
front window. As soon as the neighbors knew
there was a mnan on the roof they all flew up stuirs
and fastened their trap-doors, and Mrs. Oliver fust-
encd hers, with the firm conviction that some pre-
datory villain had entered while she sleptand stolen
her Oliver. When he tricd the door it was fust, and
Mrs. Oliver was scremining so ficreely that he could
not make himself heard. By this time the street
was filled with policemen, #ll of whnom were blazing
awny at Oliver with their revolvers, while the young
men in the houses ncross the strect koptup a steady
fire with pistols, shot guns and miscell: peous mis-
siles.  Oliver, with every advantage for forming an
opinicn, kaid that Gettysburg was a mere skirmish
to it. He hid behind the chimney, and lay up
againet the bricks to keep himself warm, while the
policemen stationed themselves all around to cap-
ture him whenyhe would slide down one of the water
spouts. But Oliver did not slide. He sat out on
that roof all night, with the bitter air circulating
thirough his teo trifling garments, listening to the
howling cats and the ocensional shouts from the
‘picket line below, and thinking of the old Jews who
used to pray from their housc-tops, and wondering
if Mussulmen were ever shot at or bothered with
cats and policemen when they pructiced their evend
ing devotions on their roofs, "And then he wore
dered how it would do to take off his night shirt
and wave it over the edge ns a flag of truce! He
concluded not to, because of the danger of a bullet
from some misguided policeman not familiar with
the rules of war. 'When daylight came, the neigh-
bours rallied in a crowd, armed with all' kinds of
weapons from howitzers down, and mounted to the
roof, Qliver was taken down and put to bed, and
he now hs more influenza for o man of his si.g
than aiiy other citizen of the Fourteenth Ward, He
says e is going to move as soon a8 he gets well—
he is going to move into a house that is next door
to nobody, & houke that stands in the middle of a
prairie of some kind, and hé intends to stencil his

against this act of spoliation committed on British

fable which illuatrates the wikdom of preparing for

name in white on the trap doar, .



