|
I

CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

-+ triomph,

MONTREAL, FRIDAY, OCT. 15, 1869.

No. 8.

YOL. XX.

(From the Catholic Mirror.)

AURELIA;
OR,
THE JEWS OF CAPENA GATE.

Freely Translated from the Fraanch of M. A. Quinton

PART SECOND.—~TEE SLAVE.

P

CHAPTER X,— (CONTINUED.)

Pliny-the-Younger then rose to epen the case.
1t bad been decided, the case being one of pecu
liar importance, that the lawyers should be en—
titled to as my clepsydras as_would absorb the
day’s sitting of the court. Pliny, who was to
bave the closing reply, reserved his most erash~
1g arguments for that occasion, and confioed
Inmsel during this first aitack, to the pots m-
volving the nullity of the monstrous contract by
which a young gir! bad been deprived of ber li-
berty. )

‘With all the scieoce of a great jurisconsult,
and the eloquence of a brilliant orator, heightea-
ed by the burniog indigoation of a noble beart,
be explained how the legislation which gave such
impious rights to parents over their children, af-
ter subasting tao long, was at last dxsa‘ppearlng
uader the double influence of public opicion and
of the highest intellects among the jurisconsults,
wko repudiated 1t openly as barborous and inhu-

an.

“ The sdmirable picture wkich he traced of the
condstion of public morals, of the disposition of
the public mwd aod its tendency to more gener-
ous ideas, was 8o powerful 10 energetic simpheity
and virtuous splendor, that when rising almost
to subhmity, he beseeched the judges to assaciate
themselves with this great mnvement towards a
pew life, and 1o let the iniquities of former days
be buried with the past, the whale assemblage
was carried away and ioterrupted him by therr
cries of enthusiasm and a thunder of applause.

Marcus Regulue, meaawhile, raised his hands
to beaven as If protesting agawst these remarks
on the tutelary wmstitations of the empire. Th'e
farge black bandage which concealed hall of bis
face, gave shll more expression to the play of
the uncovered features, upno which surprise and
indignating were admirably depicted.

Whea Pliny-the-Youoger came to speak of
the influences which bad controlled the free will
of Ceeiliug, he was designedly very concise. He
demonstrated clearly, and by means of the most
elementary principles of law that Cecilius, har-
rassed i every direction by Parmenon’s claim
which threatened his liberty, by the letter of the
eity prefect which made him fear for bus Inst re.
sources, aud by the citation of the Poutifis
which placed bim under the terror of an accusa~
tion of sacrilege, had necessarily given way, los
ing the conscionsness of his owa acts, and be-
trayed bimself and bis daughter witd a facility
tbat he would certanly not have showr had he
enjoyed bis ordinary calmoess of mind and cool-
ness of judgment.

"¢ And 1 suppose,’ proceeded the speaker, cov-
ering Marcus Regulus with a penstrating glance,
*that those causes were true, and that they were
uot a snare set for the weakness and credulity of
an old wan ; for, if all tbese elements of terr-r
were as vain as their causes were fediculous § 1f
they were combined with prolound perversity ;
if a zecret hand applied itself to striking repeat-
edly at tke feelinga of this wretched fatber so as te
crush them successively, how more truly we
tould claim that the contract is not binding, and
that this shameful sale was never freely coasent-
ed to by the father !’ L )

After n magpificent peroration in which he
made a touchng appeal to the conscience of the
Judges, Pliny.the-Youoger stated that’ be was
{hrough with his case, and modestly resumed bis
seat, He bad used the water of six clepsydras,
or, otherwise, had spokeo oply two hours.

The case, bowever, was continued until the
pext day, ou the demand of Regulus, who sffirm-
ed that he would require an entire sitting to re-

* ply to bis adversary.

Regulus seemed delighted with the turn given
to the srgument.. On his way out of court, sur-
rounded by his friends und clients, he criticized
(reely Pliny’s discourses .

' *He was vehement and well ipspired in the
first part,” he said, ¢ but in Lis conclusion be was
far below his usual standard !
be bas given me !’

And as even wicicedness finds flatterers, there
Were not wanting some to proclaim that FPliny’s
speech was pitiful, and to promise thewr eloquent
Patron on easy victory. - Regulus, however,
had had the sorrow to hear the acclamatioss and
songs- of - the crowd . who escorted ‘Plny i
The reply. of. Mareus . Regulus,. on ihe next
day, was a ‘commonplsce speech,. void of (hat
tloquence whieh, coming from the Liearl spe:ks

‘What advantages

to the beart, earrying. convictioo with jt. Yet
the speaker was frequently interrupted by cer-
taio exclamations such as: Very well ! Bravo !
Nothing better ! (oulchre ! preclare! festive !)
accompapied by exaggerared applanse,

However, it was not a5 on the preceding day,
a whole assemblage giviag way spontaneocusly to
ecthusiastic admration ; the words of praise and
frequept plaudits we bave mentioned came crly
from a1 fevr isolated individucls io the audience,
who were evidently acting uoder orders. Tt
was customary in those days for a speaker to
provide lumself with these hired admirers, and
the greater lis mediocrity, the more of these
manifestations of mercenary zeal, the judges and
the public bad- io hear, Marcus Regulus beld
these distributers of glory in high esteem.

His plan of detence was of the simplest.—
He did not attempt to reply to that part of
Plioy’s argument where Cecilia’s sale wasat-
tacked in the name of the eternal priociples of
morality, civilization and family ties. As might
be expected, he confined bimself to the purely
legal grounds, and argued that the text of the
law of the Twelre Tables was 1w perfect bar-
mony with the public and private constitation,
with the interests of the commonwealti and of
the family : aod that it bad never been repealed
by cootradictory legislation or even abrogated
by custom, as alleged.

He recalled all the circumstances in whbich the
greatest cutizens of Bome bad exercised this
right of the father ; and be further established
that op certain rare but recest oceasions, citi-
zens had contwnued, without opposition, to show
by similar or anslogous acts, thew power aver
the bodies of their children.

But 1he speaker dwelt with greater force on
the question of Cecthuy’ free coosent.

¢How,? Le exclaimed, fcou'd the freedom
of this content be witiated ? By underworkicgs,
by fraudulent suppositions, by means of terror
beld suspended over the Eead of the father /—
But what can be more rea! than the mysterions
affifiation ot Cecllius with the Jews of Capena
gate? Ts pot his dawghter known 1o be n
Christian, and then is it not natural that Honora
tus Messio should bave wished to discharge an
unwortby and treacherous ageat? Wil it be
said that tbe Pretor’s judpment in favor of Par-
menon was supposttious 7 Waa not the traosfer
made by Gurges of his claim agamst Cecilius a
reality aod an act performed wm good faith P

¢ It was an infamous surptise, and Parmenon
and you are two great villalos !’ cried out the
vespillo, at this mention of his pame,

But s voice was immediately drowned in the
furious cries of the lawyer’s stipendiaries.

Repulus proceeded without poticing the inter-
ruptioo.

* Fioally,’ be said, ©there remains the Pontifi’s
citation! Great gods !’ he continued, attempt-
10g an oratorical flight, have ye nat been in-
sulted 1n the face of Rome? Was not the
statue of the divinity venerated by young
mardens coatemptuously dashed to pieces on the
pavement of the public street? _And by whomz ?
By a Jewess! By a Chnsttan! By the eemy
of our creed ! O horror! O abomination! O
sacrilege ! I should tbrow a veil over my face
aud present myself m the athitude of asup.
pheaat. ..}

* Apd your bandage ard your mourniog toga 7'
remarked Pliny the-Youoger with a smile, try.
g to remind s aversary of the heatnical de-
solation exhibited in bis apparel.

But Regulus seemed struck with a well timed
deafness,

* What has Parmenon done ? be continued,
¢ what has this honorable citizen done, to whom
they would dispute to day biws dearly paid pro.
perty ? Not only did he band to Cecilios his
title for the len thousand sestertil, but he paid
the Pontiffls! Yes, be bas settled the penalty
for the sacrilege and here ts the receipt/’

~ And Regulus waved triumphaatly a sheet of
papyrus, the appareot proot of tweoty thousand
sestertit paid by the slave-trader to the Pontiffs
for abandonmg the prosecution,

¢+ So, rerumed Parmenon’s counsel, * I bave
thirty paid thousand  sesiertit for rights of which
they now want to deprive me oo the smgular
pretext that T bave wfuenced the man whom I
found surrounded by these embarrassments! O
good faith! Ojustice! Asif 1t was I who -
veuted the anguish and committed the crime.—
As if Cecilius did not have an evident 1aterest 10
escaping from the responsibilities threatened him !
Well, be bas done it! Can aby one maiotain
any longer that it was not 10 the full hiberty of
his right and all the strength of his consent !’

Regulus ended with a peroratica which drew
several rounds of applause from his lured sup-
porters, - He showed i it ekili if pot talent.—
He made a' gloomy picture "ol * the misfortunes
that awaited the capital of the world, if no stop
was put to the dark and threatening enterprises
of those - accursed - Christians, who sprung up‘in
every direction aud who would itvade ali so-
ciety., Sugh ts ther audacity that they. would

destroy even the emperor’s power. What, then,
would the divine Domitian thiok, if he learned
that Roman magistrates have besitated for a
gingle iustant between lim and the obscure
Christian which is secretly supporied by persons
interested 1o violating 1be rights and the majesty
of the empre! '

It was time that Regulus should bring b
speechto an end, He was completely exhaust-
ed. The clepsydrasbad been repeatedly re-filled ;
the usual bour for closing the court was passed,
and several times already the judges bad seat
the usher to examine the sun dials in the Forum.
The trial was therefore continued unti! the next
day, when Plny the-Younger would reply to
Regulus,

Loog before the court assembled on the fol.
lowing morning. the basihca Julia was beseiged
by an immense crowd. Never bad such deep
interest been menifested i the issue of a trial.—
A confused clamor filled the Forum aod the soil
seemed to tremble under the thousands of impa-~
tieat feet. .

Pliny-the- Younger and Marcus Regulus who
came eccompanted by their clents, with the ex-
ception of Parmenon, who had not atlended the
pleadings, made their way with great difficulty
through the compact living mass.

Plioy placed little relinnce i the high philese-
phy of the judges or 1o ihe disposition of their
minds to embrace tae generous seatiments which
should bave maved them in favor of Cecilia —
He had reserved his most vigorous arguments for
tins last test. He was about to change his plan
of atack and to deal Regulus personaily, the
most unexpected blows,

He began by nacrating how Cecilius w bis
distress had applhed to Begulus; what advice be
bad received from him ; what perfidious insioua-
tions he had obeyed. 'Then, commenting upon
these facts with wonderful sagacity,and analy z-
ing all these details with the patience of a mind
which sees the truth and wishes to make it felt,
the eloquent lawyer, unable to restram bis 1ndig-
nation, gave vent to it 1n these tercible words:

€O Regulus, 1 recognize here your dark do-
ings! The ewil 15 there, and T can affirm that
you didat.  Yes, for who is acquainted with the
shameful acta of your hfe, for who knows your
heart—that unclean sink overflowing with the
foulest 1oiquity—there can be no deubt. Your
basd, red with so many murdera, has alighted on
this poor girl 5 I recognize its bloady rmpress!
It is you who have prepared these odious spares !
By all the gods! it is you who have accumulat-
ed on the head of this wretched father all the
misfortunes through which he has beea led to
sell bis davgoter, O shame—O crime! Cecilus

{ came to this man for advice, and this man played

with a father’s despair as the tiger plays with his
prey. Ob, Regulus! truly have you heen styled
the most pitiless of wild beasts!....”

These last words of the orator coptamed a
terrible atlusion to the remark recently made by
Metws Modestus, and generslly repeated 1o
Rome, to which we have already alluded.

Regulus was boiling with rage, He seized
this opportumity to interrupt his adversary.

¢ Pliny,’ he hissed, and bis voice was as sharp
as the pomt ot a sword, fwhat do you thunk of
Metius Modestus °

Aud be threw a glaoce of implacable defiance

at the judges,
To understand the full import of this remark,
it must be known that Domitian bad recently
banished Metws Modestus for not readering a
sentence in conformity with the imperial views,
It was therefore a threat directed to the magis-
trates. It wasnot only a dangerous question
for his adversary to answer, but a warmmng to
those who might he tempted to heswale in the
present circumstance.

Regulus stood up, wih flamiog eyes, awaiting
with bateful aoxmiety Pliny-the-Younger's an-
swer, '

The latter saw at opce the snare :

' I shall reply to your question,” be retorted
with perfect composure, ¢ wben the magistrates
will beve to judge it.

¢ 1 dsk you,’ msisted Regulus, trembhog with
rage, ¢ what you thiok of the devotion showan to
Domitian by Modeatus

¢ T thiok,’ rephed Pliny immediately, © that it
18 nof permitted to discuss a question after judg—
ment has been rendered.? -

Regulus, disconcerted by so much presence of
mind, remawed silent, and took his seat, still
appry and threateniog.

The blow had told, however. If Plmy bad
saved bimselt by Ins ready answer, his case wes
compromised and would probably be lost. He
vead its fate on the embarrassed countenance of
of the judges. * . : o

1t was i vain that he made renewed efforts to
repair this severe check, and that be rose to the
most sublime height of eloquence. Hid vorce
wae but a mere sound finding Do, echo in those
who heard them. . How could the men who had-
trembled and growa pale at the mention ot the

terrible Domitian, listen to the appeal of mjured
nocence ?

Pliny-the-Younger left the court-room, boil
ing with indignation at lis adversary’s wicked-
uess, and deeply grieved at the shameful weak
ness of those who were about to betray their
own conscience throngh fear of 2 willain’s depun-
ciafron,

Regulus retired m triumphant security.

CHAPTER XI, — TORTURES AND CONSTANCY.

The tria! bad lasted three days ; on tbe fourth
the Recuperators again met to deliberate upon
the judgment which was to be rendered wn the
afternoon, according to the provisicns of the law
of the Twelve Tables., The bamlica was again
filed with an anxtous and silent crowd. The
six'h hour of the day having arrived, Cains-
Sulpicius~Namerus, the senior judge, delivered
the following sentence, 1 a solemn voice :

¢ [t appears that Cecilius bad a nght to sell
his daughter to Parmenon.

¢ [t does pot appear that the cansent of
Cecilius was inflaenced by any undue fear.

¢ Conaequently, 1t is ordered tbat Cecilia re-
main the property of Parmenon, accordisg to
the law of the Quirites.’

The judges then retired smidst the lammenta-
tions of the yonng girl’s frieads, the murmurs of
dissatisfaction of the crowd, and the acclama-
fions of Regutus’ partisans.

We have got back to the precise point at
which we commenced our narrative ; but before
resrming ity we must say somelhing about the
sufferings which the unfortunate Cecilia had
borpe during the lew weeks which elansed be~
tween her mancipatiun to Parmenon and her pur
chase by the divine Aureha.

When Marcus Regulus, through bis agent,
obtamed possession of the young gurl, it was not
tus design to detain her any lomger than was
necessary to extort from her the information he
was seeking for Domitian. This end accom-
plished, he ntended to return ber to her father,
provided the lalter would reimburse him the
amount expended hy him; together with a round
profit. Avarice, it will be remembered, was a
feading trait 1o the character of this vile inform-
er, and be never consented to lose apything as
long as he could avad it.

When, to bis great astonishment, be saw the
immerse offers made by Flavia Domitilla for the
{reedom of the young girl, he asked himself, while
refusiog the millions of sestertu tendered to Par.
menon by that wealthy and charitable matron,
whether he could not secure that magmficent
prey and yet detain Cecilla long enough to ac-
comphsh his purpose. He distrusted Parmenon,
the legal and apparent owner of the young girl,
who could, if tempted by these unheard of offers,
destroy his hopes at one blow, by returaing the
daugbter to her father.

After due reflection, Marcus Regulus ordered
Parmenoc ta propose to Cecilue to convey the
girl back to him in exchange for the millton of-
fered, provided the father would let the maneipa-
tion remain in force one month, He hoped that
during this delay e could wreach from Cecilia
the secrets of ber friends and the names winch it
was so important for him to know. Cecilius, ad-
vised by Phiny-the Younger had refused. Mar.
cus Regulus then instructed Parmeaan to bargaw
for a delay of oue week, Cecilizs replied that
haviog bad the shame of selling his daughter
once, lie would not confirm the infamous transac-
tion by any such compromse.

‘T want my dangbter now,’ he cried, ¢ and of
you give her hack to me, it is not ove million of
sestertii, but two millions which you will re-
ceive I?

Flavia Domitilla upon learning the refusal of
her first offer bad given orders that twice and
even three times that suwm should be offered, if
necessary, to redeem Cecilia whom she loved
like a sister, and who had so generously confessed
he; faith amidst the fearful dangers and sufferings
of slavery.

Despite Ius usval self-control, Marcus Regu-
lus could scarcely conteal his emotion when
Parmenon reported that Ceetha’s friends offered
to double the sum first proposed, it the young
girl was immediately set ia liberty.

¢ Come with me,’ be said to the slave-dealer,
after reflecting an instant ; “in a few bours that
immense sum will be ours! What a magnificent
result, Parmenca ! By all the gods, tins 18 more
than 1 ever hoped I’ _

The wforwer and his worthy accomplice pro-
reeded to the lalter’s tavern, Regulus boped
10 extort by bribes and (hreats, an immediate
confession from Cecilia, - :

¢ Send - the gwl here,” be smd to Parmenan,
and leave vs. T shall recall you directly?

Parmenop obeyed, and Cecilia was 1o the pre-
sence of her real persecutor. - ‘ .

. ¢ My dear child,! sad the arch-hypoerite, ¢ I

&therl, ) ’ 4 - ‘ PN
_ Cecilia startedy a bopeful surpriee gent a fu-
gitive glow (o bier delicate features ;- but " this

bave come to restore you to freedom and:your|

auxious gaze of this man whom she bad never
seen, and whose sight czused her ap mstinchive
fear. _She stepped back, involuntanily ; but
gathesing courage, she replied :

‘I thaok you, my lord,
member your generosity /*

Repulus bad not taled to perceive the im-
pression caused by his presence. IHe was an-
g1y thereat, and resolved to stop at nothing to

attain bis object. There was besides, hitle time
to lose !

¢ Yes,’ he repeated, ¢ I come to restore you to
freedom and your father, but on one condition

Cecilia looked ap,  She was firm nov.

‘ That condition,’ resumed Regulus, who had
made a shght pause, * jg that you will reveal to
me all the wysteries of the sect to which you be-
loog, and tell me the names of those who are
hke you Christigns 1

‘O my God I* the young girl muttered with
unspeakcable coatempt, * 1 falt that this man bad
not come to save but to destroy e !?

* Well? asked Regulus, who feigned not to
have heard.

¢ Well, my lor!. replied Ceeilia, *you must
know that the Chiithaos confess their faith but
do not betray their brethren.’

¢ So you refuse o reply to my questrons 7 —
Take care I’ exclaimed the wretch,

¢ 1 certamly refuse to betray,’ the courageous
girl replied, unhesttatingly,

' Very well) said Regulus with a sneer.—
¢ We shall see if we can’t make you change
your mind,’ he added threateningly ; and be
called Parmenon. B

* Show ber,” sard the mformer to his accom-
plice, ¢ what a master s, and whether, when he
questions, a slave can reluse to reply,’

'The slave dealer drew from under his gar-
ments a long, narrow and thick strap of leather
of the kind atyled ¢ taurea,’ and uncovering (he
young pirl’s shoulders, commenced striking her
violeatly, The ficst blows of the Jash, cutting
into the flesh hke a sharp-pointed instrument
made the bload trickle in abundant draps, ’

Tte poor chuld who suffered for tbe first time
this cruel torture, could not restrain her tears
and her groans of anguish,

* Now,” said Regulus, making a sign to Par-
menan to stop, * will you speak 7

* Never " replied firmly the Leroic girl.

¢ Come, Parmenau, 1t seems the dose was too
mild. Bezio agam.’

And Parmenon, with stolid indifference, again
plied the lash. But Cecilia’s will seemed to
grow stronger as ber tortures increased: a sip-
gle cry Cid not escape from her lips. But ste
prayed fervently,

¢ Strike ! s'rike again " cried the fiend, hoping
still to conquer thus tender girl whose strength
was giving way, i

But the child’s constancy and courage were
greater even than the rage of ber torturers,—
Parmenon was comapelled to stop, His arm bad
grown fired, Aud, besides, Cecilia bad sunk
senseless to the ground—an ipert and bloedy
mass,

h‘ Curées on the girl/” ¢cried Regulus, ¢Oh!
those Chnstians ! it is 1mpossibl c
them! What suall I do? , © fo conquer

The brute’s fiendish rage tud ted bim too far,
How could ke return the girl now to her father
in this dreadful condition? It was ugeless tt:
think of 11, DBesides, the had not spoken, and
Regulus would pever consent to release her
without knowing her secrets and the names of so
maoy Mlustrious people. Beutter 1o lose those
two miltions of sestertii, the thovght of which
awakened avarice, thin to neglect this chance
which ance lost migkt never present jtself again.
This vile and cruel man syl hoped to make tis
victim speak. Her beroism did not excite his
admiration, but his hateful rage.

¢ What is this sum,” be argued, ‘compared to
the veward which awaits me if T succeed?
A mere trifle.. No, T shall not release her uatil
s:e"shnll lll‘a:’e goken. And ¢he shall do 1t ! she
shall speak ! Oa my life T
oha m{; e y shall conquer her, or

¢ I shall be back to-morrow,” be said to Par—
megos. ‘It will not be too late. Ustil to-
morrow, then, take care of Your slave, so she
may be o good condition in ‘case we have to
send her back.’

On the vext day and the day foillowing, Regu.
lus tried, by the same' means, fo overccme what
he termed the obstinacy of the young girl. Ce-
cilia, n a short time, bad tasted all tbe tortures
of slavery, all the sufferiogs that her father bad
meationid to her to make her sbjure her farth, -

But why should we sadden the reader with: the
spectacle of these horcors 7 Has he not ajready
understood, that - Cecilia’s constancy -would : tire
the rage of ber persecutors 7 Ty e 3
Marcus  Regulus. found . himself .fpowerlés's
aganst the remgoation of bis victim. He had
Lst the fruits of Lis.infamous act, and be had not
succeeded m obtainng -the information: he 2o

I shall always re-

feeling soon vapished when ehe met the cold,

ardently desired. He knew that Flavia Dom



