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AUTOBIOGRAPEY 0F A GR.EAT MAN.
<Picked up in St. latihoa's l7ard mand ilienttjled as the

I<andtwriig of Ernest Albert M-d.

I was; born about thirty.five years ago. I
OEu prove this beyond question to anybody
Who will coin. down ta t he City l-no, I
peoan te My bonse, and sec the big Bible. I
know it will net b. believed, othorwiso, juet
because I say it. lu faut I don't suppose many
people c eh convinced by my own âtatement
that I wue born eit &IL They call me a erank,
and whenever I say anythig that le true-
andi 1 frequently do once in a while-7tbey sert
of look et me inoredulously and say amde,

<'Oh, he.s a crank-you can't depoud on any-
thig lie says." This in very laice for me, of
course; 1 naturally like it very muoh ; rather
prefer It to decent troatment-a man would,
yeu know. But yet 1 amn glati te say there are
a fen' Who do believe that I was boru, and
that I have beon arounci pretty considorably
ever since, especially within the laut fow
year.. Some of the crieranta of St. Mat.
thew's Ward ire quit. convinced of this muoh,
not so muoh becanue I oay it, but because
their formerly ridiculous sosoasment for clty
taxes he beosn raisedl teea figure more prepor.
tiens!. to what thelr poor neighbors have to
psy. They can't understand how this han

corne to paos in the ordinary courue of nature,
no tboy begin to reason about ià i thie way:
IlNow, this in tough on us, becauso we were
much better off when wo wore alloçwed to hold
big bloeka of land &t county rates within the

itlîtsand let thein gt onhancod iu valuie
byti.ip'rovements inade around them; and
n no man doe himelf an injury, if hoe ean
help it, it follows that tis change in the
assiessment cs.nnot have been brought about by
our own asking. Now, if we are not the parties
to blame for it, Who ins? It can't be Dur repre.
sentativos in the council, for heretofore they
haven't taken any more interest i the ward,
one way or another, than just enough to keep
them sale with the ratepayers. No, they
can't have done It. They haven't got the
sand to doe anything of the sort. Andi,
besidles, whoever bas doue it han evidoutly
hlad not only the interests of the ward but also
of the whole city in viow. It çan't, therefore,
have been our aldermen. Non', there's just
one other psrty that eould possibly have doue
it ; and, corne to thlnk of it, [t looks juot like
his work. It's that crank, E- A-
MaD-, that's who's don. it. Confound
that fellow, he's alway's doing something.
How can w. g et even with him ? Let's se!
1 have it. We'll çet the commissioner to
charge him with takang water from the city
hydrants illegally. l'Il go and tell the officer
that I suspect hoe bas done so, aud then we'l
go! j! put in the papers, and we'll put off
arrestiug or trying hiin for the offence, on the
ground that we are waitiug for evidence.
That'll settie this crank." That ia the way
they argue tioDâ out, and the conclusion le
always ths s3ame-E. A. M. Now, 1 guese I
eau stand thjs some longer. It hasn't doue me
much reai harrni, ofer. I keep getting alittle
nearer ail the time to what I'm drivîng et-
nainely, to make St. Matthew's Ward what
nature iutended lier te be-the queen ward of
the city. She's been Cinderella a good while,
but i'm studving up the Witch business, and
hefore long 1 guces IL can tranoform lier into a
princess with etoro clothes on and nicer littie
elippers than any of the cilher girls have got.
I don't know as I'U have her ride in a punlp.
kin, but Iinm botund to have street cars, and
good, love! bridges, and a straight Don, and a
tlw other thinge. and wlien I get into the
couticil l'Il have these itnuprovements or know
the reason why. And I'm going iu this year,
crank or no crack, you can jus! mark that
dowin. But I Wonder what they ceil me a
crank for I Do cranks have influence enough
io maire the Rtevision Court corne te timo on
crooked assessments ? Mayor Manning le au-
other party who believes that I'm alive. That
fact has cout hiru some money iu the. shape Of
taxes, -nci it's going to cas! him more. Do
cranirs build rows of bouses and pay out
thousands of dollars te worhmen, s a genorel
thing ? Weil, that in the kind of cran k 1 arn,
as you clin see by taking a walk throngh the
ward. When I get into the counicil I'ni golng
te flnd ou! anothor thing, too--I want to
know how it isethat St. Matthew's Ward doesu't
go! hier propor share of city improveints in
proportion ta what shle pays iota the treasury?
There are several other thiugs 1 arn after wltb
a sharp stick and .

(Here the manuscript breaks off suddenlY.
1! in surmiseci that the writer jus! a!t this point
thought of Important business hie hadl at the
Revision Court or before the county judge.)

A bill of rites-the undortaker's account.

' There in nothing like leather for tannlng,"
-hald the pedagogue.

" Gooci norning,' saifi the milkcan te the
plimp, Ilhow do you feel thisl morning 2"

« Oh, as weIl as 1 eau oxpeot ; how are yen?"
1Oh, pretty stroug, but-- oh dear, 1

feuI weaker ; good daY; se you again."


