i

SaturpAY, 19TR DEC., 1885,

will bell

(6

RN

He

D, al

*
5N

About a sentimental youth . B
Whe loved to decorate his uutg; Re
€ wore a slouchi
h With a fei\lfhel!" :?gch: l}n l‘kaé,‘
ﬂhb a2 beard ala Cacrar de BA}A'[ )
assumed soch gracefal posé
h his med-i-eval elo’s,
'~ (Rathe won the heart of every prefly maid;
€ used ogo ab night
IBY thé meon'shewitching light,
/.\r?o charm then wilﬁa tra

‘.-)ml . A e =
]{E night hewent by car,

Toking with him his guitar

o ahouse without the limifs ofl'hecyy,
orhed got a straightend tip.
A WAhickis why he took the bri R
[rat there, therelived a damsel chpistend Kitly
was told she was so provd
TAhat she never yet Mlowed
ny gentleman ko breathe a tender Sigh,
QJS he swore he'd go and Sing

An extatic litHe thing  °

or an hour or bwa this gent:
Toned his voice and instroment. &
(tways rAining&hegot most dreadfol wel')
Al When at last he chanced to Spy
Jn a window op on high

A bicket with these mystic words, TOLET ‘&

2 o this sere;a.éin, z\gan T
_ g | Shaved his beard and changed his plan.
(/fzw,,, A '\\‘}/ I Ahb b&t&h"l& ahard.y, hol’ny hap%ed .P(aran o it

J \ very songster will agree .
' < Tain sure with him.and me

ak bo sing to mpty houses isnt péasgnfe‘:
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A GREAT MAN.

(Picked up in St. Matthew's Ward and identified as the
handwriting of Ernegt Albert M- d.

I was born about thirty.five years ago. I
can prove this beyond q;leation to anybod
who will come down to the City Hall—no,
mean to my house, and sco the big Bible. I
know it will not be believed otherwise, just
because I say it. In fact I don’t suppose many
people can be convinced by my own atatement
that I was born at all, They call me a crank,
and whenever I say anything that is trune—
and I frequently do once in a while—they sort
of look at me incredulously and say aside,

¢ Oh, he’s a crank—you can’t depond on any-
thing ke says.” This is very nice for me, of
course ; I naturally like it very much ; rather
prefer it to decent treatment—a man would,
you know. But yet I am glad to say thereare
a few who do believe that I was born, and
that I have been around pretty considerably
ever since, especially within the last fow
years. Some of the cormorants of St. Mat-
thew’s Ward are quite convinced of this much,
not 80 much becanse I say it, but because
their formerly ridiculous assessment for city
taxes has been raised to a figure more propor-
tionate to what their poor neighbors have to
pay. They can’t understand how this has

| come to pass in the ordinary course of nature,

50 they begin to reason about it in this way:
¢ Now, this is tough on us, because we were
much better off when we were allowed to hold
big blocks of land at county rates within the
¢ity limits and let them got onhanced in value
by the improvements made around them ; and
28 no man does himself an injury, if he can
‘help it, it follows that this change in the
assessment cannot have been brought about by
our own asking, Now, if we are not the parties
to blame for it, who is? It can’t be pur repre-
sentatives in the council, for heretofore they
haven’t taken any more interest in the ward,
one way or another, than just enough to keep
them safe with the ratepayers. No, they
can't have dome it. They haven't got the
sand to do anything of the sort. And,
besides, whoever has done it has evidently
had not only the interests of the ward but also
of the whole city in view. It can’t, therefore,
have been our aldermen, Now, there’s just
one other party that could possibly bave done
it ; and, come to thinls of it, it looks just like
his work. It's that erank,
MaecD——, that's who's done jt. Confound
that fellow, he’s alway's doing something.
How can we get even with him? Let's see!

I have it. e’ll get the commissioner to
charge him with taking water from the city
hydrants illegally., I'll go and tell the officer

that I suspect he bas done 8o, aud then we’ll
get it put in the papers, and we'll put off
arresting or trying him for the offence, on the
ground that we are waiting for evidence,
That'll settle this crank.” That is the way
they argue things out, and the conclusion is
always the same—E. A. M. Now, I guess I
can stand this some longer. It hasn’t done me
much real harm, so far. *_I keep gotting a little
nearer all the time to what I'm driving at—
namely, to make St. Matthew's Ward what
pature intended her to be—the queen ward of
the city. She’s been Cinderella a good while,
but I'm studying up the Witch business, and
before long I guess I can transform her into o -
princess with store clothes on and nicer little
slippers than any of the other girls have got.
I J)on’t know as I'll have her ride in a pump.
kin, but I'm bound to have street cars, and

ood, level bridges, and a straight Don, and a
‘ew other things, and when I get into the
council I'll have these improvements or know
the reason why., And I'm going in this year,
crank or no crank, you can just mark that
down. But I wonder what they call me a
erank for! Do cranks have influence enough
to make the Rovision Court come to time on
crooked assessments ? Mayor Manning is an-
other party who believes that I’'malive, That
fact has cost him some money in the shape of
taxes, and it's going to cost him more. Do
cranks build rows of bouses and pay out
thounsands of dollars to workmen, as a general
thing? Well, thatis the kind of crank I am,
as you can see by taking a walk through the
ward. When I get into the council I'm going
to find out another thing, too—I want to
know how itisthat St. Matthew’s Ward doesn’t
get her proper share of city improvements in
proportion to what she pays into tho treasury?
There are several other things I am after with
a sharp stick and . .

(Here the manuseript breaks off suddenly.
It is surmised that tho writer just at this point
thought of important businoss he had at the
Revision Court or before the county judge.)

A bill of rites—the undortaker's account,
¢t There is nothing like leather for tanning,”

[*said the pedagogue. :

“ Good morning,” seid the milkcan to the
pump, *“how do you feel this morning ?”
¢t Oh, as well as I can oxpect ; how are you?”

“Qh, pretty strong, but——— oh giea.r, I
feel weaker ; good day ; see you again.’




