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luxuriant verdure of the trees and grass help to lend a pleas-
ing old-world aspect to the scene.

The oldest parish churchiis that of St Jean dating from
1735, though the hirst established  was St. Pierre, commen-
ced in 1051 and ninished in 1653,

The ceclesiastical divisions of the island  consisted till
quite recently of § parishes ;and the churches were founded
in the following order—iast as already aoted, that of St.
Picrre; 2ad St Famille, 16714, then two in the same  year
71675) namely St. Jean and  St. Laurent, and sth St Fran-
cois 1683,

The first chapel of St. Pierre, a wooden building, was burn-
ed about 21 years after its completion, and waz rebuilt in
167 5 ; the second building stood for over go years, when in
the spirit of the man who pulled down his barns te build
greater, it wis removed, and the present building crected in
1769, so that although it was the first parish established, the
cdifice itself is the most recent except one, that of St. Laur-
ent.  Uhe fiest church of Ste, Famille, 1671, w i built of
stoue, and wis occupied until near the middle of the last
century, when the parish having outgrown it a new building
was begun in 17485, was dedicated in 1749, and still stands,

The first chapel of St fean, dated from 16735, was ree
placed by the present church in 1735, so that the good
people of St Jean can this year celebrate the 150th an-
niversary of their church building and that it may be pre-
served as long as its stones and mortar are able to hold
together, is a prayer to which I am sure cvery antiqu-
arian will say Amen.

Another chapel built in 1675 (a great year you see for
church building, on the island) was that of St. Laurent :
this was only occupicd for twenty yvears when it was re-
placed by a lurger ane.  This parish must  have de-
veloped very fast, as we find another change 6 or 7
years later: for it was lengthened in 1702, and just here
it naturally occurs to one as a strange fact that so little



