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-gony of extrenie wànn,. withcut either friends or relatives to sucèo.ur
'hem. ;He could have borne his own sorrows wit .fimness ; but the

àight of his dearest connexions dying from positive exigence, and
sinkiiig on their couch orsickness' ivithout even a mouthful of bread
io eat, id scarcely a toi gig joshield them from the chilly ight
air, drove him to the verge of distraction. When lie saw the fading
ustre.in the ees of his i gadmothe.-heZ -form slowlyý irking

in the grave-Iîer war. looks unplorng even one solitary meal to co9mr
fort lier, and ther pálid dheeks graduihlly assdming tie cadaverous
hue of deâtli s Iii agohý assumed the~ àspect of determiriet insanité.
He seized tlie -pp'orLunity, when hs faiher, partiniiny Ïeèoveed froiji
indisposition, lad one to pettion thé governor of thle fort for relief,

stasion hiniself by the high-road, with"the. inteai4oh of wrestinig
inoney froni' each traveller, for the purposes of future provisiom
Witli Î bràce ôf. hoise-pistols in~ his pocket, h.ë sallied out froti
the cottage tô iui ljú 1iefaiiious designs into uiiSnediate executioci
Thé iiiyht was well adayted to: tlé occasidr; ii'Wvs dark and stoë.-
Myi ,dnd ihë doritinued riar of the deai wavesi aiid the solitary
lirick of the sea-bird inèreaséd the natural gloom of the scene. Th.e

young mâti in thé mein ti!ne hdatened, iëeiblingly onward, and his
mind assimed a sterni resolutionfroin the corresponliig influence 6f
tlie night irospeàf. A teinpesi iad already commenced, éhe 1îollow.
.sounding thünder eéhoed along the'dim -aràh of heaven, and the

'lighitning flashed wvith -spIendour dround hini. As he passed the
lonely gibbet tidéi· iilich the boues of unburied rnalefactors we-e
yet bleaching, and heard the sullen swing of Dhe chains to whiclh à
moildering skeleton waj attached, he imaziiied his èwn simii sitti'
ition fri case of-detcatioi, add bis boasted dourage failed him TIe
storm nieari-while i'aged with unabuted violence, and a bi-oad streadù
of lightning sliode dimly tliroughs the ghastly skeëlton, wliôse vhitei-
ing boues hung dangling in the wind. At tiis intant, thé noise of
approaching footsieps was. heard echoing acrosâ the'heath ; the sounds
advanced nearer, and a dark figule, wholyý muffied in a iiight-cloak,
stood by thé side of the robber. He drew the pistiol from its hiding
plaée, andthe stranger moved slowly on twide lie attempted ta pull
the iriggèr, and fwice ii trembleil i his grasli. Tho. couriage of des-
pair canie at length ta his aisistance; lie.thtiglit of his dyinggrand-
mothëi; his' own' fathei starving ih utte/ hopelessness; and the
tlóughît siirote on'lis prenzied imagination. He fred.; andi witi a
deep suppressed groan of anguihsl, thedeath-choalied voice of which
rushed full on lhis fadked bial, the stranger, dropped lifeless a lis
feet. Agitated vith a variety oi contending emotions, le bore the
ensangtined body to lis cottage, and placed it on a chair, until he
should return ivith a lantcrin to despoil it of its money and wearing
apparel.

It vas-now deep mildiglt the old lady IadI long since retired to
her bed, and all around wais still, but the distant' roaïr of waters, or
the sullen sound of tieIiorth ivind, as it iwhistled gloomily throuylv
the bleak walls of thie cottage. .After a short interval the nmurderer
returried, bearing a dark.lantern in his land. He cast a suspicious

lance around, locked 'the door of the apartieât, and then it a


