EXCITING ADVENTURE

CANADIAN IN SOUTH'AFRICA.

Visit from a Man-cater on the Okovango
River,

We take the followity from the Auckland,
(Now Zealandy Weekly News,  The writer, Mr.
Frederick Green, is & Canndinn born, o son of
Mr. Williuns Green, Deputy  Commissary Gene-
ral, formerly of St Cutharines, newr Moutreal,
aud Margoret, his wife, danghter of ‘the lute
My, John Gray, President, and, we helieve, the
fist President of the Bank ot Montreal,  Mr.
W. Green was the brather-in-law of Mr. Wick.
steed, Law Clerk of the House of Commons, and
an ofd fricnd af several of the senior officers of
ear Civil Serviee, He was suitioned for somne
vears in Seuth Africa, and some of his xons re.
mwined there after he had retired from the Ser-
vier,  Frederick beeame an elophiant hanter by
winfersian, aud his elder brother Henry ix now
the Hon, Henry Green, member of the legis-
Iative Council of West - Griqua - Land, at Kim-
berly, in the Dinmond Fields of South Africa.
Major E. L. Green, now'of Auekland, is his
veunger hrother, .

PO MY DIARY, NOVEMBEE, 1874))

Tine night was unusually still and calm. Al
lifo seemed wrupt - in slumber: and teeming as
ther viver docs at all times. with such a variety
uf wibl aninlsi-especially during night time,
when they repair to it to- slake their thirst aud
enjoy o lath in it ool waters, this profound
silenes appeared to me as singular as it was in-
voneeivable,  XNot n breath of air could be fulr.
Even the vane, which 1 always use in sknrm-
shooting to indicate the direction of the wind,
e stationaryy  Ax Tosat Jostin  thought,
gazing &t the inpumerable Klary, wnd contem.
plating the vast and marvellous works of the
Creatoy, an indeseribable gloom, aceomypanied
by a sad and melancholy feeling, as if fore
beeding some dire calamity hanging over me,
took puossession of my mind, which | tried in
vatn to div,]'u'l. 1 had but h:C(‘)ltl}‘ lost oue of
wy children by g very sudden death—a boy of
nearly five years of age, and much endearad to
me-and this sad atthetion way - have partially
expluined the cause of otherwise unaccountable
gloom. ‘1, however, Kept “my station, now

“unxiously watehing and astentively listening for
the first sound that would apprise me of the
approach of elephants, which I felt confident
froon the numerous reeent. traces around the
water would make their appearance during some
houe of the night.  After-a tedious watsh™ for
whuait three hours, and feeling an irresistible in.
clindtion for a doze (having. been hard at work
mast part of the day with spade and pick), 1 was
ou the point of lying down, when | heand the
grndf and nnmistakeable tones proceeding fromr
a troop of Hons net fur distant, - A8 there was
now xotethiog to atteact the attention, 1 re-
sted-my place on the seat of my skarm and
sat silenily awaiting events, The troop was
swen vesponded 1o by the roaring of others, aud
such au inharmoenious eonglomemtion. of discor-
dant toues was at length heard as 1 had seldom
kuown rivalled by the londs of the forest ; no
sonner otte troop-ceased than another and anon
athers wonld continue the strain, and wheu all
unitiad, the nojse-ireverberating  through the
ntherwise stillness of the uwight —was  really
what T imagined as grand-and wild 8 melody as
ever & hunter could wish to henr.  Notwith-
standing, 1 was fairly surrounded by Lons, and
the night beeame unusually dark, cccasioned
by wuelt n hazy atmosphere as is frequently
founsd on the viver; still 1 enunot sav 1 feft
any inerdinary degree of nervousness, although
b owas well sware that the lions on the Oko-
viange weie peowned for their dgring and fre-
spreney i entering. the werfts and earrying ofl
the nasivex, besides ‘attacking thém in broad
daylight. 1 was, however, well prepared for an-
cneonnter with the brates: although, 1 must
confins, 1 shonlid not have agreed to my little
fortress being besieged by such o multitude of
lions us were unmistakably approrching. . My
battery consisted] of a- No. 4 giuge two-grooved’
title; & snperior No. 12 four.grooved ditto, be.
sides 0 Nooo 10 breech-loadiag rifle, central five ;
and in conjunetion with these the canfidence 1.
fortunately possessed of my own experience-in
night shieating,  Nevertheless, T devied it ex.
pedient, nnder preaent circnnstanees,” not to
trust too implicitly to cither of the watehes
had with me (an old Damara and.a Bushman,
the lutter o moest uocouth and lazy - good-for-
nothing specimen -of his race), but rather to
keop \\'ulr‘ll, lext- they should becveep us under
the obsenrity of the night, 1 seon’” heenme
aware that the troops at last were drawing
eloger from nearly opposite-directions; the one
capecially between wy position aud “the river
was rapidly advancing. 1 vow detected the
Bushman becoming alnrmingly  uncasy, and
casting un vuviable ginnee at old Kamipue, who
wis fast nxleep nnder the logs forming the co.
vering of the skarm, and quite unconsijous of
the diabolieal coneert going on now:in such
vlose proximity tous, - Mitters nt last agsumed
& more serions - aipect,” as 17 observed the lions
il continued advancing as though:they had
scented uy, . 1 necordingly ‘handed one rifle to'
Kurapue, whon.. I awoke, :and-kept my. breech-
loader in my hands ready for immediate action,

and“thus ramained in anxioua suspense for some

tme until- fuirly compelled: to Jie down aud
snawh nfew moments' rest ; Lut | had -barely
clomed 1y eyes when my wateher enlled we, and
directed my nttention to two auimals which [
observed reflectoll in the. water.” To my inquiry
ns to what they were lie merely shook his head';
but T oascertnined at another glanee that . they
were two bull elephants,  They had, doubtless,
got our seeut: throngh a pulf of wind from our
quarter.  As they were moving away 1 tried to
stulk then, but they gained  the thicket before
Ireould get within: ritfle range, so [ returned
somewhnt disappointed to my skarm. At this
time one- troop of ‘lions seemed. only distaut
about a hundred yards, but separated: from us
by the vied, and roaring most defiantly,  After
a short intevvul these ceused, but the other
troops eontinued the duet.  The night was far
advaneed ; and weary and sleepy with my -pro-
longed watehing, 1 was compelled to lie down
under the logs, but hefore doing so I particu-
larly cantioned the old Damar agninst falling
asleep, strictly commanding him to keep a keen
look out, and should he. either hear or see any
animal approaching the skarm, to warn e with.
out w moment's delay. 1 soon fell into a deep
slumber, from which 1 was awakened by a mnst
piercing - shriek, accompanied by the noise of a
terrible  seufle.  Seizing my  brecch-loader,
whicl was by my side, I sprang up, and to wmy
harror | observed my watcher was gone.  luan-
other moment 1 stood in the place 1 left him,
and there alongside -the skarm s most horrible
spectacle met my gaze, for within a few feet
from me was the monster man-eater tearing
awny at the poor old Kuarupe, whilst his eries
for hielp wern heartrending 1 My sudden ap-
waratee upon the seene, which the brute doubt-
L-ss never anticipated, so startled him that he
seiced his unfortunate vietin and was in the
aet of flying when I levelled nud fired, but the
fear of shooting the man caused me to miss the
lion, and it wns this slone which stayed my
hand when 1 could nearly touch the monster
with my rifle as the dust occasioned by the
striaggle prevented ine for the moment from dis-
tinguishing one object from the “other. The
shot, however, kad the effect of causing him to
release his hold, ~ When secing no time was to
be lost 1 dragged the terror-stricken wreteh of a
Bushman out of the xkarm by - the heels, and
compelling him ta  accompuny e, with one
rifle 1 hastened to the spot’indicated by the
groans of the' dying .man whom I threw on 10y
shoulder, and bor baek to the spot’where ouly
a few moments hefore he sat on his lonely watch,
little dreaming so sad  and dreadful a fate
awaited hinr. 1 ineurrad ‘no ineonsiderable risk
on this oceasion it rescuing the poor old man
from his fearful situstion, as I was well aware it
way not one Hon 1 might encounter to dispute
the possession of the wangled reninius of poor
old Karapue, but many; perhaps; and I-also had
A not very agreceable epnviction thay if the lion or
lions gpraug. upon e when encumbered with
the wounded oan, the Bushman, carrying now
botl rifles, would éast them away and: seek his
own: safety i flights 0 T wus not aware at- thix
1ime of the extent of the injuries sustained by
the nufortunate man, . sud entertaived hopes 1

1

had saved his life. " Notso. At the baek of my
skarm there oy an’ old reed mnt, Jeft Ly the
natives, whicH they use for demming up waters
for entrapping fish, “and ax it Wwas perfectly dry
i i;:uitr-A it with a mateh, the blaze of which
shed a brilliant Yight for at least a hnmdred
vards aronnd, and renderad any object distinetly
visible which might try to approvel my skarm,
The neflection of thiy temporars illumination,
however, revealed to me s ghastly sight, as
1 now obiserved that- the dying man had one
side of his bLyeast torn away as far as his
throat, his under jaw broken and lacerated, be.
sides one of his hands fearfully wutilated, no
doubt inun endeavour to defeud his body, and
I phinly pereciviad e was now: suffering the
agonivy of approavhing dissolution.” The glar-
ing light afforded me by the mat was soon ex-
tinguished, and wll again was plouged in silence
and niter darkuess, renderal farniore obscure to
me by iy sight having been subjected, for the
Iast several moments, 1o the intense light. The
stillness of the night was now disturbed by the
groans of the unfortunnte sniferer, who repeat-
edly ealled upon his wife or son to help him,
I feared his uneensing eries, would bring the
lions back to search for their vietim, which they
20 moluctantly abandoned ; and as a sufe-guard
kept discharging my ritle at futervals in the di.
rection 1 abserved the lions decmnp, and from
whenee T eould distinguish,‘éver'and anon, the
fow niuled rour of oneof them, donbtless that
which I fired nt. I continued fiving until T ol
served the first streai of the nllw]\mm'hing day,
and, 1 mast confess T never. hailed the light
with gréater joy sud thanktulness thun 1 did
after this night, which ended in such a fenrful
manner. The poar old wan shortly hefore day-
light satup aud elutehed my knces with both arms
aml muttering o string of nuintelligible words
taine, fell back and expired. = 1hive fallowed
the Tife ofn hunter for five. and  twenty venrs, .
aml have, duaring that period, frequently ex-
prrienced some marvellovs escapes from encounn.
tors  with “eleplinuts; - rhinovernses, buffaloes;
lions, - &o.; besides on several  oveasions: having
d  men.enrried away from their sleeping
Maces i close proximity to my waggons by
jons : hut none have left snch an - indelible im.
wegsion upon “my mind as-the fate of poor old
knmplm, and - which might have heen my-own
had 1 boewr watching in his stead. 1 felt grate-
fal to Providence for ‘His mercy. in_stretching
His_all:protecting liand over me. during this

night, beset with sueh danger, and resolved” for

for'elephants on the Okovange River sgainst au-
other visit from o man-eater. ~ Soon after day-
light some of my  people urrived froin- the wig.
gons, “having, us they informed e, suspeeted
from - the nnusual: nuntber of - shots fived, that
sone calamity had befullen me. - Upou inspec-
tion of the ground we found traves of several
teoupsof lions which evidently meant to joinin:
the - attack, but were doubtless searéd by :the
n:Hort of my rifles. - T spent an hour with the
aid of wmy people, to trace the manieater, but

-0 -many spoors confused us, amd compelled me

for -that day. to abandon the pursuit. -1 ‘had
what I imagined a-better plan in view, and so
returned to the waggons. - 1 had barely finished
reciting the night's tragedy to my  wife und
many eager listeners; when there arose hubbub
of voices in the camp, and all. the en  with
their guns” could ‘be observed hurrying away.
I soou detected the cries, “ Ongeamn ! ongentan !
Liona ! lons ! They are amongst the eattle.”
In the confusion it was some time before { could
procure ny - horse ; when at Jength 1 did sue-
ceed, T dughed off after'all our men scampering
over the open flat towards the river and there
found them drawn up fucing an impenetrable
jungle of reeds on thu_!mnks of the strenwn where

for two hours at least. all our efforts to comnpel |

the lions to " break cover ‘were ineffectual, -if 1
exeept ane which showed the white feather and
swam the river.  There was, however, only one
of my trek oxen beaten, and he ultimately re-
covered. To presecute my plan,” and try and
slay the man-eater, I had determined. upon
accupying the same skarm again, but to take
two drivers, hoth tolerubly good murksmen, as

I felt confident the brute would return ta the
spot where he so reluctantly left his victim, and !
such was really the case, as we had not been in
the skarm above two hours when Klass gave the
The skarm was now slightly altered, as

signal.
1 had taken precautionary measures aud en-
closed it with a low thorn fenving. The brate,
however, came direct ta the pool of blood left
from the wounded maun, the preeise spot he
dropped him, and crept stealthily on to where
he wis seized, and where Klass now sat on the
wateh. Thad provided a bull's-eye lantern fir
this occasiou, and had quickly  adjusted the
light, which Jobu was to throw upon the lion,
when bang went Klass' ritle, before 1 hal mine
to my shoulder, and the lion bonnded away usn-
seatlied. [ felt horribly annoyed at Klass” wient
of patience, as we otherwise mast have kilted
the “brate, which was standing about theee
lengths of our rifles intontly watching us,  An-
other lion cate within a few vards of the skarm
later in” the night, but whilst getting the Lin-
tern in readiness he disappeared without our
getting a shot.

the Tutire to he well unarded u night:watehisng

b wlept, and his skull and- portion of: boties;
which’ 1 aecidentally found while hunting, re-
mained. to tell the tale of his untimely end:
Upou our retarn journev, svhilst in advanee of
the waggous and paasing neur the ‘sding spot.
where my Dawnra was seized, 1 wus chasing

some wild pigs, and: had just dismounted, unﬁ

was in the act of firing, when an enormgeus male

lon darted ont fronan adjuacent thicket in 1

pursuit of me, and boanded up within four

paces, aud for several moments we stood face to

fuce. As Fdid not flinch o step hack but kept my

eves lixed upon himn, be turned abont and re-

treated 60 puaces, where he sat on his haunches

watching me. | had only & Suider in my hands

ut the time, but my gun-carrier, with my double

breeeh-loading rifle No. 10 sppearing in sight,

I ealled out to hiw to hurry ap. - 1 then walked

a few paceg towards the lion, still in the same

position, and fired for his chest ; he uttered «

roar and fell backwards, but recovering himself
he fled into the thicket, where I 1+t bitg-—think-

ing ‘“diseretion the better part of valor.”

There'is not the slightest doubt if 1 had at-

terapted to fly when the brute stood gazing

upon e at stch close quarters T should have

! been seized by him, hut 1 have saved wmyself on

[more than one oceasion from similar encounters
with lions by showing « determined front. |

mention this incident for the Lewnfit of any of
my brother sportsmen who might be placed in

similar positions.

Frepesics Grers,
Desert, sonth of Okovango, April 4th, 1875,

The ensuing night, »s there |

ROUND THE WORLD.

Tur Republivan lewiers in Florida concede
the Stuate 1o the Democrats,

1 is sabd that Vanderbilt's will is to be con-
tnsied by sonie of the relatives whose legacies did vot
Canne up o their exprectations.

Tur Port- was 1o have offervd on Satunduy to
sivu o jirotsesl solemnly eopazing 1o faithtudly execute
the teforns, snd agresing that che Conterenrs shall as-
semble wfier two yvears to verify the loval exscution of
the Lew churter.

A MEMoRIAL signed by mest of the large
Botses uf New York bBas been presented to Congress, ex-

2 «atisfuctiun wl the appointment of commitiees to
rthe best mude of couduating the Proesddential
ailvt, and expressing a hope that in dealing with this
qarstion all prety considerations may be lail aside.

The friendly relations between Spain and
Chind have beet brohen off, and the Spanish fleet has
bews ordered to Chinese waters.  The cntine of the rap-
tare is 1ot definitely known, sad i varionsly set down
tou diticulty respecting unsettied claims snd the vexed
Caban econlie questivn,

H s - & ——— e e

was every uppearanece of ruin, -1 refrained from |

m-cu{.»ying the skarn ;. morecver, as the lion
had

he would risk another visit.  On the fullowing
morning we trekked, Todd and mysedt nding on
in wdvanee of the wagpons.  Upon passing the
skarm we, however, found that the Hon b in-
deed been thers again, and Lad the inguisitive.
ness tu walk duside and apparently scerutiuise
the interior well. W were shortdy alfter en-
gaged with our ritles staating pallahs and
tuchees, with which this river abonnds, During
this time we heard wrwy Shots in our near,

which we vonclided were fired by the lioys at

the wagggons, and wr sappased at the same game
which - we  were 4 parsuit of 0 Eventoally
having killed 8 coupde of bireks, 1 retarned (o

faok for my wogeens, but found quly Told's:

aud o bistand’s who aceampimicd im Upon
enyuiry T learnt that ene ot my_ men hal beey
seizesl by u Hon aloug the poad, so 1 horried
back to aseertain i sach was true. Todd also

rode back with me, and we met the waggons

coming on, aud fenud the delay was indecd
occasioned by 4 general atiaek upon u loness,
and undoubtedly the same which sarried the
man - {rom iy skarm, ands had the awdaeity ‘to
twice repeat the visit in quest of another victim.
She was fearfully savage, and had she not been
nssailed by all the dogs 1 feer more than une
man would have heen seriously injured, if not
killed ; as it was, with oue fure-leg broken by
a shot from John, xhe charged, and caught one
of iy Duninras, and was Iving over him, when
two of my best dogs seized her, one by the
cheek and the other by the back of the neck
and compelled her to relinquish her hold of the
man.  Before she had time 1o seize hin senin
she was Inid low by two well.dirveted shots from
my drivers. The Damara® was. bitten in the
head and body, from which he suflerad for »
considerable time after, but ultitnately recov-
ered.  One of iy brave dogs, whilst holding en
the lion, was shot in the hind leg, the bal}
passing through the joint, by the careless shoot-
g of one of my Damnras, and was dis hled for
life, which [ was very wmuch grivved at. This
liouess after visiting the skarm und finding it
untenanted, “took u ) our spoor leading to the
waggous,  She wa i obsorved slowly retreating
from behind “an aat-hill, - whern she allowes
both myself and Todd to pass close alongside.
of her ; she permitted. likewise two -of Todd's
hunters .to pass without. attempting either to
make hor escapo or molest-the people, .- She was
novery old lioness, . but small, with “her teeth
worn down ' to stumps,verifying ‘the spinion
that it is chiefly old toothless lons which invar.
iably become man-eaters. . 1 was rejoiced, hows
ever, to find -the brute’ was killed, " About. the'
same time one of our Bushyen followers, who
was 1oft behind with. a: load of ment from:an
elephant fecently. killed, fell a vietinto adion?
He was wized from the fite, alongsdde of which

beent searetl a scennd timne T Jdid not Leljeye

HUMORQOUS.

A vrTE Yankee savshe thinks that instead of
wiving eredit to wham it i due, the cash bud better be
pradd.

A sretostsT says that he uever heard of
seeend Srmatives without pleasare, tie Indies being

the seoandary funuation for they wers formed after the

T

A YorgTpaper asks, ** Why are we what we
are I One reason, we presvme, is bovilise we are uot
what we are et thetigh, of eourdd, this may not be the
H unsiver, )

YUSEEMS teome yven're mighty partieular
} abant the size avnd kind of wife yon want. ™ observed the
wivertising eletk, = Well, perifaps T am. bat you see my
wife died before we hud  beenmareied fone. and 1 jost
want & wife to tuteh ey thine< °

A UBRNTENN{AL critic being asked by corres:
poudant which he liked beei, the statoos or the picters
repiied. T donno, hardly, Zeb. but éu the hull. praps,
T like the statoos hest, cos yeti Kin go all round the
stateod, but you ean’t anly seeone sidte v the platers.”

11 promises to be n severe’ winter, but it is
camiorting to kuow that the churedh festivals have began
ind That every one s likely 10 huve o erochker mateh-box
or a lamp maut or & pin-crshion or aomawother neeossury
artiels ta avert the distriss which extredie wihi must
wtherwise briug. ’

I7 is probable that Hamlet had for thee first
tima put ov A shirt that battoned behind, and diin’t Koo
the hang of it, und had got it on’ hindside foreatus:
was hauting up and down the gaping laek for thed
when he remurked to his wmother Green: ™ Neasmts,
madatn T Nay, T know not sewrns. There's more seams
than L knaw what te o with, it°s bosom plaits ' ook
iny alter.”

(Y

Tuere sevins to be very little rest in this
warll, The westher has aoly just beecume colid enoash
fur a4 man ta be able {0 tuke warivh oat 1 walk ond puise
an icewream saloon with » sense of seaurity, when "they
tregrin to hobid chareh feativals at the rate of &ix W week
and nnless heattends thein all and buys A worsted tidy
and a couple of bead faug toonts uad ta four cliinees
inan indigestible pound eake, he is gonerally eegueded
As at dangeraas  oharacter with ' w e anrd
wtlieisu, g

HYGIEN]C.

SoME physiclans now elabm thet the goeral
prevalonce of diphtheria is dne iv a ereat dogros te the
was which i« thrown off from conl stoves i 3 ventilated
roums. : :

AN unexceptionably able plvsicin has said
thnt mentu) lnhor never wlone prodioces disvase of the -
hrain, but thut  worry  is the olief source of softening
ot the briin, anl of thyt paralysts which is WHstinet from
apeplexy, .

Tk meiical journals report the discovery by
an Ttalian doator of & care for diphtheria. 1t consists of
the looal nse of chlural wnd glycerine and the interinl ni.
ministration of ohlorute of potash, )

Dr. Maexvs is strongly opposed o the use
of blue glseer,” s0- much nsed in.Germany o protect ©
tho eyes, nud prefers the gray aod simoky ginsé uced in @ -
Bu&zlqnd., -He considers blue ginss aapecially irritating .
tathe eye, aind gays that many birds, reptile«. amt ame
phiblans pngsess volldi ap raddixh olladoip i the ey |

teanintealise this blwe eolonr aml proteet jhe syes,




