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THE DINER-OUT.

There are three classes of people who dine out—tha prople
we must ask and like; the people we must ask nud do not
like; and the people we do not like and need not ask. Of
these three the last ave the diners-out par ezcellence—the guests
of election. The former two are guests of necessity, accom-
panied by anuoyance or pleasure as it may chance; debtors
aud creditors rather than chosen friends: pzople who b}’)’ with
a bhall and are paid by a dinner—who sow in 8 ssirée and
reap an At Home. But the favourite diner-out is in another
category altogether. For him rival hostesses bid azainst eacl
otber, and offer bribes of the kind they think will touch him
wost nearly. Some ask him—simple commoner as ho is, with
a garret for his bedroom, and his club for hisaddress—to meet
the highest and grandest of their titled friends and merchant
princes, “angels unawares ’ being possible to all men. Some,
mindful of his adoration of beauty, and his presumed need of
a rich wife, tell him that he shall sit next to the beaatiful
bride or the fascinating heiress who has taken the town by
storm and turned as many heads as she has captured hearts,
Others, knowing his zeal and his critical acumen in the direc-
tion of the sauce boats, quictly hint at the new ches whose
field day this is to be, and they think he will not be disap-
pointed ; and others again give private information as to the
particular vintage, and that seal, they bave decided to dis-
pense.  All dangle some bright inducement before him as the
couclusive reason why he should bestow himself on them,and
not on any other—that is, why he should make their dinners
o well by bis ready wit, his lively talk, his inexhauastible
fund of anecdote, and the tact that is equal to any cmurgency
for his own part, coupled with the good nature which is ready
to extricate anyone else out of a dilemma.

And when he has accepted, and is fairly canght, he never
fails the uwnwritten programme he has been asked to fulfil.
That part of the table where he sits he all alive with spark.
ling fun and ready humour, If the rest of the company are
dull, as it may well happen—more likely indecd than not—he
and his laughing convives make & kind of moral oasis in a
prandial desert. You hear their words of amused surprise
fash through the clatter of the plates an:d Kuives, und wish
yYou had some better part than the share allotted yon of tatk.
ing against time with a monosyllabic partner, who has oot
even life enough to evince auy interest in his or her dinner,
Yuvu cateh tantalizsing fragments of some rare jist or well.
seasoned anecdote, and lose the rest in the ponderous tonss of
your next but one neighbour, asking, across the bulk of tarid
matrynhood that intervenes, if you have read the last new sqaib
ou the Governtnent—you being an ardent supporter thereoi—
or if you have watched the strange fluctnations of Spanish
and the unaccouutable depression of Egyptians? while you,
not baving a sou bLesides your salary, kaow as little of the
Stock and Share List as you do of hicrozlyphics, and care to
about the same amount. But you enjoy wit and fun and
humour at all points, and could act cborus to a drama of
jests without the faintest sense of fatigue, how long soever it
might last. Sitting down, thep, in the midst of the heavy
respectability and brainless substantiadity of the party, you
eovy the fortunate ones who have had seats assigned them
vear the diner-out. He is the sun, and they are the favoured
planets ; while you are only a poor neglected asteroid pushed
out into the dark, neither shining nor shone upun.

The diner-gut is o man of vxquisite attire and faultless
munners. The raw recruits of society copy his coat, his em-
broidery, his necktie, down to the amount of leather toecap
he patronises in his boots. Kis jewellery is always of the
simplest kind and in the best taste ; and he chauges it with
the scasons—save in such instances, which are rars, when he
has inhetited a diamond or two of notable siz:and purity,
and then he wears nothing else, and is known by bis stuls as
8 soldier by his buttows. Else he i3 great in plain chased
gold ; and no one looks too narrowly at the work, Heis a
man of perfect breeding, and without convictions. Oua one
side of him sits a rabid Tory, on the other a furious Radical.
Without committing himself to either he manauwes to appease
b'oth, and the cleverness swith which he can soothe thes: ex-
cited partisans i real genius in its way. If he does it by ne
other method than leaning a little back in his chair, Laif
shutting his eyes, while he joins the tips of bis finrers
together, saying, with a pleasant if deprecating swnil
“ Do you think any good was ever done by arg
ing politics over a volan-vent? Had we uut best
agree to differ as to the merits of this bill, and join hands
in praising this Steinberger 77 is admirers are realdy to swear
that no man ever showed such tast as he,aad that bat for him
Sb&_wholc dinner would have been a flasco. So far, indeed, he
is right.  People do not go to a dinner party te arene absut
politics, and party passion is like poison to the digestion,
But, living in public as he does, and his métier that of smooth-
log and softening, it is not surprising that his conviztions be-
come at last as elastic a8 down and as lHimnp asironed silk, and
that even his most intimate friends caunot catalogue him?
How can he have fixed principles, he whose life is passed in
' making himself agreeable” to men of all partivs and women
of all faiths, to people of all shadus of opinion, and givers of
dinners of all grades—provided only that these have sutficient
gastronomic education to secure a favourable mesu, and that
the host understands the orderly progression of the wines?
His business is to tell good stories, vat to testify ; aud a bril-
liant pun coming at the right moment,and just when there is
an awkward pause in the dishes that brings the colour into
the cheeka of the hostess, is more his idea of duty than nny
¢xposition of moral sentiments or political opinions, He iz
not one of those lions whose roar is mighty, and the fear of
whose fame oppresses the small deer with inward awe und
outward submission. He is only a tame poodle kind of lion,
who has neither fangs nor claws; a scented, clipped, and
curled lion with whom a child might play—if the father and
mother reverenced Brillat-Savarin as he deserves; alion who
likes his venison on the turn, nnd his buffalo bump A la Bucha-
mel ; a lion who sits up and begs in the pretticst manner pos.
sible at the skirts of those dispensers of bread who dispenae
with grace, liberality, and judgment.

Sometimes, but more rarcly, the diner-ont by vocation is a
woman. At the best she is not so successful as the man,
Nature, which makes all pice women mte retiring than not—
und a woman who was not nice would not be a favourite din-
ner guest—has shortened the tether and dimmed the sparkle
of the lady conversationalist, as she has neither shortened nor
dimmed with men, - Ananecdote with just a dash of doubtful
upice, that would come well enough from a man's lips, would
sound gross and shocking from & woman's. Thoie fine sbades
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of doudls entents which a man who kunows his basiness cnn
give with such a light touch and dalicate hani, are sure to be
laid on with too much emphasis by a womn; or U shows
herself too conscious of her second intention, 50 that no way
of escapo for timid modesty by pretending not to sce is pos-
sible, ag it always is by the nonchalant crafty case of a mn.
And if she doos not show herself conscious, then she is sot
down as hard and bold, sud no better than she should bu—at
least in mind if not in deed. = But to tell ancedotes that shal
be well seasoned, yet not too much so—= have salt in onu's
justs, yet not to make them briny-—can anything be more
dificalt? Kven in our days, when doubtful subj:ets are-con-
sidered bad taste, and however wittily presented are apt to
raise more frowns than smiles, itis almost impossible to avoeid
them in the trade ofa professed dinner-table convers: tionalist.
And this i3 one of the reasons why women are nat o success-
ful in their trade as their fathers and brothers; and why for
one favourite dinuer guest in petticoats there are half a dozen
in broad cloth,

We must except, however, pretty women, when the hostess
is not j.alous, and cares more for her dinner than for hers.if.
Pretty women who dress well and have nice little speeches
and pleasant smiles at command, who are amiable and not
spoilt, and whose conscivusness of beauty has not mul: them
indifferent to please, are always at a preminm.  They enliven
the end where they sit much as a beautiful flower or a daiaty
little molody might; and the men near them are charmed, if
the women feel eclipsed and look askance at their evident
trinmph, Woman of notorious sympathy also go down well
and often in the list; they make agood audivnce, andare safe
for bores, And those whose only forte is an ultra-magnifi-
cence of attire; or those who are famous for that light, touch-
and-go, easy prattle which is so like a soap bubble ora
chameleonic shuttlecock ; those who have made themselvesa
nsme and are Honesses in their own way, even if they are of
odd appearance and eccentric manners; and those who are
ready 1o come at a moment's notice, and who do not give
themselves airs of offended pride if, baing lone women in their
degree, and not dinoer creditors at any time, tacy are asked
to till up a vacant space not originally assigued to them —all
these are dinoer guests of frequent invitation, and ull may be
trusted to bring their store of smali talk and good bamour, of
beanty or of sumptuousness, as their contribution. For we
ought never to forget that we all owe our best to our hiostess,
and that the duty of the guest is to aid, as far as heisable, in
making the party pleasant to every on: with whom he comes
in contact. Society has its requirements other than the rigour
of costume; and to help our hostess with onr fellow-guests is
onz of the first duties in the catalogus. He or she who does
that bast by any lawful means whatsoever, is the he or she
who is fnvited most frequently and welcomed most heartily;
who is the favourite dinner guest of his——ir her—cirele, and

tic one whom alf dinaer-givers dusire to see o their board —
Queen,
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E fwin Booth §s making a Westorn tour.
Bea De Bar has been playing « Falstad ™ at 8i. Louls,
Rabinstetn plays in Monteeal to-night and oa doanday,
Chariotie Thompson was playing last week

Savannah, Gn,

Wagner's « Tannhaetser™ continues to increase in ponaiariyy
at Drassels.

Ambrolse Thomas is aboul to bring o1t a new npera comigae,
entitied ¢ Mina.”

Sir Michael Costa has com piete:d Balfe's « Tallsman,” whish
the 1latier teft unfinlshed.

Tie Vokes Family have appeared during the week at the
Srookiyn Academy of Music.
tine Lucca appeared last weok
Opera House, Cincinaatl,

Siznors Marioand Abruznedo, nad Mrs. Dion Honeteault, salle:d
for Burope recently in the * Cubn.”

Johann Stranss’s new operetta, » Le Carnaval de Rome,” s
siafd o have won a complete success ot Vienoa,

with Miss Kellogzg at

ha practice of ‘hissing a dramalic performance weas firs
trocdaced at the Thaitre Frangals on the 1ith of January,

Laster Wallnek's prafessiona tour around the wo ks
tized T the London Era, turas oul to we one of Mr. Rothern's
Jokes,

A drama based upon Eugéne Sue's story, «The Wandering
Jow,” 13 aboul to be produced at the Adelphi Thentre in
London,

Siznora Cuceht, the principal dansenss sl Ran Carla, Naples,
has erealed & Jurors in the new batlel, » Dyeilah” in c¢leven
teehleaur.

Cariotta Leclereq has been playing at the Pittsbargh Opera
House daring the woeek., Thne English Opera Combinatton
Troupe has also been at Plttsburgh,

try-

Minnle Hanck 1s ubout to transfer her services. from the ITm-
pertil to the Comtic Opera House at Vienna, Khe bus signed an
engagerment with the latter for three yeaors,

It {s rumoured in London that Lord Londesshorongh, who fur-
nishied the money for the production of « Babhil am! Bijon,” ot
Covent Garden, té to become the permanent losses of the S,
Jumes Theatre.

An odd novelty has made s apprarance at the Parts Vaude-
ville In the shupe of a transiation into French verse of Aristo.
phane’s  Plutus”—of course somewhat altered and adapied to
the modern stage.

Mr. Gye I8 reported to he lylng {1l st Vienna. While return.
ing from Ttaly he was suddeniy selzed with aeala Inflammntion
of the joints of the right foot, and has been unable to leava his
bed for keveral duya.

The superintendent of the Imparial Rassinn theatres has qr-
rived In Paris to engage a great number of yaamy wnd pretry
womean for a fairy spectacie to bo entitled « Moatehatt,” to be
given at St Petersburgh,

Six new theatres are being bullt In Vienna for the great Fx-
hisltion—City Theatre, Opera Comiqoe, Court Thantre, Resjs
dence Theatre, Academy Theatre (for Freneh playsof the higher
order), and Interustional Theatre,

The manager of the Vienna Theatre has glven Dumas $1,800
for the right to produce +La Femme de Clauda,” 3. Detloti
Bon, manager of the Thédtre Commodia; at Milan, otfered 3300
for the satne privilege, and way refused,

At the eonclusion of her last perfortnangs in S Petersburyg,

Adellna Pattl had the honour of shaking hands with the Caar
of alt the Russinse,  On the samo occaslon sho was presonied
with o dlamond coronet, valued wt $7,000.

Signo Arambaro, Mr. Mapleson's new tenor, has appeared iy
Edinburgh; and, sccording to the Edinbargh and Glasgow
aritics, he 18 u really valuable addition to the slender stoeck of
operatie tenors,  His volee Is pronounced ¢ remarkably LR L TN
pure, tonder, nnd oven superb.”

According to the papers, those alwaya relinble chronleley of
the time, Ad2aling P'atth was so overcomn by the warmth of hap
reception on the occision of har furewoll parformanecs iy St.
Patarsbargh that she fuinted, nnd Mme, Nllssou-ll')uzomul, for.
getting her marriage, begged her managar to be allowed to re.
main {n that c¢ity a white longsr, because the peoplo of the
Rasstan capttal wore her ¢ betrothed,”

In New York Atmén and the Opera Boafl: Company madg
thelr anpearance on Thursday ut the Acalemy of Masie, Al
the Fifih Avenue Theatre the week opened with © Divaree »
amd nt the Uniog Squure Theatre with © Frou Froa,” u,\j(,ni.
Christo™ wit] be produced at the teand Opern on the 214 ingt,:
1t 1s stated that Mr, Feehiter I3 to receive $1,93) for each p,,,"
formance daring o four waek's engagement.  Fechters Thoatrs,
owinyg tosome diffleaity with the contractor, ote,, 15 not 1w open
MO ROGN (s wWas untieipatad,

Towonts Hovan Lyecsey Tararne.—Last week the attraeting
at this Thoatre, was Miss Liflie Eidrblgs, in tho plays, « gigen
and oo Migaon” Tats tady, thongh young, displays a g0l
amaant of drunatio tatent, which we have no doubt thms wiy
tmprove, In Loth plays shy was very sacc2sstal, particular]y
tn the characler of Eiby, and was louliy spplaadaf each gyven.
tng. Mr Vernon as » Bob™ the frank anl apen-tearied sailor
aud Mr. Tanushilt as «Joe Chirrap™ the blinl sallyr, warg u!so'
vary goold ln the renldering of their parly, while Mre, Malville a,
cHatlove’ the showman, was vecy Bamoaroas as uaal,

The managers kKeep up the attractions, nad this weok th,
tatented actor Mr. Towm Riggs, appears in o Shin Fane®

1]
From Lowlon woe tearn thal a new play, «The Stona Jo.-
it 9]

which ts simpiy Jaek Sheppard samowhatl toned down, with the
namaos of the chwranters altrred. has been prolies] g the
Adeipiti, Wyehorly's » Coantry Gl ws altere ! by darrles,
Has boran revive !l at the Canring Cross Thoatre,
vagaaza, on the thems of © Ring Joang or, Magan O
to L pat on the baards al the Sirand. The Eister navely g4
the Giadely s new barfesgae, frimdad aa thy opara of e Mae.
tha” Jerroid’s eomedy of <Phe Prisoner of War' wiil uls by
revival At the Philharmonle the now opera-hoafle of « Fieur
dee Lya" takes the phuce of the long-livel “Gonevievy (a
trahant,” wileh has neariy reachad ts foae handredand fiftieth
n.ghit,
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Forrest the actor, o ute n slang word, wias extremely upt ta
ety albin the theatre, from the maoagar downwards,  Ha
hee onee mat hlsmateln It was when he wad playving ol the old
Broadway Theatee, near Peal Strect. His pleces were (oiloweyd
by an exhibiiion of bons by thelr tamer, & certatn Here Drigs.
bach, Forrest was one day saxing that b bl never toen
afeatd fn all bis fite —could oolimagine the vwntion, Driesbach
nucle o remark al the thine, but 1 the evening, when thy

eartatn had falien, invited Forrest home with lam.  Forrest
assentad, amd the two, entering a Bouse, walked a foug distance
throagh may devioas prissagesee-all dari it Hy liries.

bach, opentng o dueor, xatd, » This war, Mro Farrest,”  Farrest
entered anad inpme ftatels heard the door stonmed and Jocked
babiited him. Hee had Dot Gane 8y express any surprise al this,
for ul the same moment he felt somothing sart rubt
Bis Jog and patting oul his fiand touche ! what ol
baek, A rasplog growl salittoed the moton, and hs saw two
fecy giaring eyebalis lodting up st i, 9 Are you arrabd, Mr,
Furrest asiad Dirfesbachy invisible tn the darkness,
LT Dirteshinely s sy etningy thae grow! dueep
cAatae hoirser, the ek Begna Lroareh atad the e
maore orceiy.  Forrest held oot
Symplos became so tarrify thal bn o awaed In »9 inany
wornis that he swas afrald, Naw jel ome ohf, vou hx(y:n&i
scoundrel,”™ he sadid to the Hon tamter, coamd Vi break very
Ly i youc Lexdys” He was tmpradent there, for Drisghash
Kept bim, not daring 1o wuove o fnger, th the foo rubbing
agalust his leg all the tlme untit Forrest promised sol osly
fmamunity, but a elinmpague supper int the bargatu,

vs o shine
cwo or three minntes: bat the

*f:\ o 1 ’:F‘-r\ > ir y
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MroAuthony Troliope starte n rew rorial story tn the Aprtl
numiher of the matthiy Formightiy.

A cantaty, by Rubiusteln, foandal upon Gasthe's o \Withelm
Maessten,”™ has just been pabiished al Loviprtg.

Mr Layurd bas eontrihutad 1o the Revista de Evgana anartice
on the patoeter Velasg ez, whileh 13 2at00 to have bea:
with mueh approvat in Bpanish artistic and literary eireies.

Moo Frocsde Is preparing a series of briltlast nrticies o Serid-
ner's Montady on motastery e in England in the ollen time,
He will discloss what aogreal abboy of those d IYS Teaily was,

The works of Boaget de Lisle, who wrote tha o Marsoiilalse,”
are qbout to be re-edited, The » Muarssilialse ™ 1s the anly one
of his sones which I generadly knowns, bt in 1325 he pabifsheld
iy Frenen sonzs st his nwy expence, ad his residonse, 21, Pas-
sage Sauinber, in Paris, The most imipartant of these wre « La
Chnot de Eolland,” » La Vengaiies Lo Vengour,” ¢ La Chant
du Combnt,” and «La Mort de Kivber.”

The Daily Telegraph his rocetved a telagram from Mr. Goorge
Smith, whods now at Messonl proseeuting his search for Assy.
rian records, stating thaly thanks to the exertions of Sir Heary
Eilint, the Euwgiish Ajabassplor nt Constantinople, the Tarkish
Government has sent orders to the Governor-General of Bugtad,
directiog that Mr.Sialth may ba permitted to commencs Oper-
tons at onee, aust hie has alrendy made severnl discoveries.

Ocr DigesTive OpGaxns.—The result of much sclentific
research and experiment has within the last few VRIS enabled
the medical profession to supply to the human system, where
frinpaired or infective, the power which arsimilates our fuod.
This Is now known as « Morson's Pepsine,” and {a prcscribﬂd
as wine, globules, and tozenges, with full directions. The
careful and regular use of this valunble medicine restores the
natural functions of the stomach, giving once more strungth
to the body, There ace many imitatious, but Morson and Soo,
the originnl manufacturers, are practical chemists, nnd the
Y Pepsine’ prepared by them is warranted, and bears thelr
labels and trade-mark, It is sold by il chemista in bottles
3., and boxes from 2s. 84, but purchasers should see the
name

6-lins T. MORSON & SON.




