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THE FAITHLESS VALENTINE.

nee, in A country {ar AWay,
On February’s thirteonth day
A pink note at my clbow lay 1
It was an early Valentine.

* Meet me atdawn oo Beacon Hill,

i Nor dare forego the tryst to fitl,

“ Qbey Stave! forit is my Will .
+That you shall be my Valentine.”

I kept the tryst, while faint as yet
The rosy dawn. My glad eves met
Imperious orbs of sparkling jet

Qf cousin Nell, my Valentine.

*Twas heaven—but soon from heaven I
fell !
One fleet. mad year dissolved the sf\\ll——
Arch Houri and arch traitress, Nel
Was some one elze’s Valentine.

Youths! to the good old enstom cling—
Blush. Maidens! at the postman's ring—
I know the vears will never bring

To me another Valenunpe.

Nep P. Mas.

RANDOM THOUGHTS ON SOCIAL DIFFERENCES:

The axiom that < all men are equal" one of the Kkey-
stones of the American Coustitution, as enunciated in the
Declaration of Independence, is by no means the selt-evident
propesition which, by some, it bas been assumed to be. T shall,
of course, be told that I am putting a wrong construction on
that famous manifesto, that its letter may appear to sanction
universal equality, but its spirit refers only to the status be-
fore the law. There are several ways of coustruing ir, bat,
from the self-assumptions of all our neighbours, it is apparent
that they use the term in its widest possible sense, for,Zac-
cording to them, “Jack is as good as his master” and very much
better.

1t is true that at the Creation of Man it was intended by the
Great Ruler of all things that such should be the case.  Mau
was placed among the beauties of Edun to dress them aed to
keep them, an occupation pleasurable in the highest degree,
and under the then constitution of things, by no means a
work of labour or a task in any way distasteful. There he
might revel among the glories of Paradise, and as he chose,
and only as he chose, tend and care for the bowers and grots
which Nature herself had decked with Heaven-sent orna-
ments. At this period I am prepared to endorse the axiom of
an universal equality destined for the dwellers on this lower
earth ; and, indeed, to assert their pre-eminence over those
celestial intelligences who were but the messengers to those
His creatures whom the Hizhest had deigned to treat almost as
equals. These conditions; however, did not last, for these to
whom a freeand unfetiered will had been given broke through
the moral iestreints by which they should bave been held,
and Man fell from the position assigmed him. From that
time there ensued contests for supremacy, the first of which
culminated in the fratricide of Cain; but it was oot until
the time of Ham that the dividing line of master aund
servant was struck. Since that time these distinctivng
have been well defined, both in Sacred and Profane History,
Among the Hebrews we have found the classes which were
constituted by the Law, the highest among which were those
of the Priestly order, whilst throughout, since the days of the
Kinys, we fiud references to the Princes of Israel aod the
Slave or Servant class. In Greek and Roman annals there are
frequent allusions to classes, with the enumeration of which it
is uvither necessary nor advisable to deal. A similar system
universally prevailed, and exists to-day, except that, with but
a few instauces to the contrary, the slave ciass has been obli-
terated, and, in its stead, remeins that best abused, but in
times of necessity whether national or political, moest courted
class—the labourer, or, as in our days be is best known, the
working-man. It might perhaps be permissible to make a
brief digression to say a word about the classes or rather
castes of semi-civilized India. Here we find the proud
Brahmin at the head, whence follow almost innumerable
gradations down to the miscrable Pariah, or outcast of all
men.  So marked are these distinctions and so scrupulous are
the Hindoos in their observance, that, in a high degree, may
be traced to this fact the great Indian Mntiny by which so
many of our countrymen from the Mother Isles lost their
lives at.the bloody hands of the Subib-:layiug Sepoy. Indeed,
I have been told by a gentleman, an officer iu the East India
Company's service, that, though he had nine attendants, he has
repeatedly had to wait in that climate an almost insuficrable
period for a glass of water, simply because his hewer of woud
and drawer of water was not at the moment to be found, none
of the others being willing to discharge his functions.

All men are ot equal,  There are gradatious of birth, and
especinlly 15 this the case in the Eastern Hemiaphere, where
monarchy and aristocracy exist aud floarish, and are likely so
to do, in that the iustincts which bave been born into the
people and which subsequently have received fustering care,
canuot be smothered or eradicated, for, as has been well said,
¢ the spirit of a nation never dieth.” . To most revolutions
which have occurred, npotably in that ushappy country,
France, the only result has been the slaughter of innocaut
victims, and the consignment to the most dismal obloquy
of the pames of their instigators and the prime actors in
them. . Who hears the names of Danton, Marat, or the bloody
Robespivrre, without a shudder or an execration? whilst
the slightest mention of their victims is never unattended
with a fecling of the warmest pity and deepest regret for their
untimely fate.  In the cage of  France, what was-the final re.
sult? The first Consul Napoleon assumed the Imperial pur-
ple and soon deluged, not ouly his feloved France, but the
whole of Europe with blood, I pass on, only mentioning
the placing by the allied powers of the sceptre of France in
the hands of Louis XVI1I, the abdication of Charles X, and
the entbronemént of Louis Philippe. ‘This brings us to
anotber term of anarchy, when the Vox Populi londly de-
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clared itself to be the Vox Dsi, and at whose demands the
terror-stricken Louis fled.- Then followed the massacre of La
Place Madeleine, the election to the oflice of President of the
nephew of the first Emperor, and grandson of the much-
injured Josephine, Despite the cries of Liberté, Eyalite, et
Fraternité, another Emperor stepped on the Throne, in the
person of the President, whose reiga for many ycars was the
most productive of prosperity to the nation whom he ruled.
Lastly came the Fraunco-German war, with tho dotails of
which we are all'acquainted ; the surreader and doposition of
Louis Napoleon, the terrible days of the Comwune, and the
dictatorial sway of Thiers; whom wo have just seen, in bis
late address to the Chamber of Deputies, advocating a Con-
servative Republic. What this anomaly is time will show.

The last great evert in French hivtory is the recent death
of Napoteon the Third, wliose untimely decease cannot but
be regretted on all hands. lo this case there can be little
doubt that history will repeat itself, that his remains will be
removed from Albion to his native France, and will yet
repose beside those of his illustrious uncle, whose dust, after
years of quiet ‘neath St. Helena's sterile soil, were, by per-
mission of the British Government, removed to that land
whose military glory was, with him, a consideration only
sccondary to his own personal venown, For the present
Prince Louis Napoleon, as he is styled inthe latest telegmums,
there is no doubt a great future in store, The trining he is
undergoing tn English eircles witl serve to mature that pre-
cocity for which he is already remarkable, aund for this youth-
ful ¢ man of destiny "—a confirmed belief in which has no
doubt been almost his sole paternal inheritance—thers are no
doubt numerous vieissitudes in store, which must culminate
in his ascending the Freoch threae as the choice of nearly
the whole French populace,

' The case of Switzerland might, perhaps, be urged as one
in which a Republic hus tlourished in Europe ; but this is not
a fuir example, That little Republic may well be dismissed
by being likened to the ¢ Village Pastor,” of whom Goldsmith
has said ;:—
+ Remote from towns ke ran hiz godly race,
Norne'er had ehane'd nor wish'd to change his placo.”

As we have it on this side; men o'ertop each other by their
wealth and the positions they have acquirad through its in-
strumentality  Where do we see this more apparent than in
this very city where every one bows at the feet of Mammon,
the most constant of these worshippers being the men who
are the loudest and most blatant advocates of equality?
Plutus’ command to-day is ¢ Thou shalt not be poor”  How
many cotne short of this, and how many are dung by the
purse-proud under the wheels of the car of the Juggernant of
dollars and cents! Few men of talent can attain the positions
they should occupy in our present social system without
wealth, and how many are there of whom it might be said
with Gray that,

* Chill penury repressed their noble rage,
And froze the genial carreat in their soul ™

Thus these latter have had to assume positions far inferior
to those to which by ability they were entitled.
= There are reasons why men should not be cqual, to some
of which it might be well to allude.  Inequality is & neces-
sity of our manhood, for were all equal under the existing
order of things, there would be continual clashings both of
person and interest.  There are too muny who, like his Satanic
Majesty, think it far

* Better to reignin hell than serve in Heaven.”

They wish to lead, any following, bs it only a corporal’s
guard of brainless idiots, satisfies that ambition which will
not allow them to follow in the wake even of those who are
greatest and best,

Tnequality iz a national necessity. Our country demands

that some should rush to the fore, and not allow a Commune,

the mewmbers of which have no peints in common, except
that of a desire for power and pelf, to seize upon what there
is around them, and, as of old, to cast lots upon it, and for
w aut of agreement to rend all in sunder, and produce a period
of chaos und confusion, worse than that anterior to creation.
While the latter waz only the indiscriminate jumnbling of
inanimate matter, the former would be a direct collision of
intelligences, highly developed for good or for evil, few of
whom have the same or similar wishes and aspirations,

The different sections or classes are at preseat diverse indeed
in their characteristics.  We have men of high bicth and others
of low parentage, a connecting link between whom is formned
which serves as a stone on which to grind off the natural as-
perities of vach—being what is called the middle-class. This
latter is made up of the fallen—shall [ say ? aristocrats. No,
the unfortunate ones whose wealth, for that is a necessity of
greatness, has been depleted, on which account they are com-
pelled to exert themselves to gaio alivelihood,  This class is
also partislly composed of those who by superior intelligence
have risen from the ranks. Another elemeut in the hody is
that which is a product of the two branches which, of course,
combines the finer qualities of the one with the dogged per-
severance and pertinacity of the other.. In Canada we have
Do aristocracy, our upper-clasg being the wealthy middle
men who, too often, it is to be regretted, on account of
the wealth and honours, civil and political, of which they
have been the - objects, drift away and lose them-
selves, their last state being worse than the fiest.  The
widdle-class men are to-day the power in our State; they
conduct our commercial affairy, project and direct our rail-
ways; manage our banks, and fith all the offives of Church.and
State.  They are the typical class of shop-keeping England,
Through them we enjoy the civil and religious freedom which
is ours tw-day, and by which alone the mighty fabric of that
most glorious British Constitution exists,

Of late the star of the working-class has been in the
agcendans, and the question of their rights ‘aad position
is one with which each one of us in some.form or shape
will havei to deal. . Here, where our institutions are in-
tensely Democratic, where the Liberalisrmn and Chartism of
England are thrown completely in the shade, by means
which have not the objectionable features of similar instru-
mentalities in days gone by, thé men have to be met fuirly
and squarely, They have rights which are and should be re-
cognized by all right-thinking and conscientious men, but by
means of politicians and Jdemagogues who desired their votes,
their feelings have beeninflamed to such an extent, and their
demands so increased that their truest and best friends fear
the result, ng those who see through this thin coating of phil-
anthropy are determined to leave no stone unturued to make
use of it, Iu the course they have pursued both parties have

—

adopted a policy which must prove most disastrous. The men
will find to their cost that they have been lified up above
themselves, whilst the employers will have to suffer all the
inconveniences aud annoyances arising out of those assump-
tions. - This difficulty, it would seem, will not be surmounted
until another of - the many open ruptures between capital and
labour has been fought out, and by force of circumstances, re.
gulated by supply and demaud, each one learns that the in.
terests of the other are precisely identical with his own. Ay
has been often said, Education is tho great curc-all, and when
its blessings have been fully realized then shall ‘we advauce
again towards the position of Univorsal Equality.

IWizellanesns,

China shows o siight {ndieation of an Intent to come tnto the
tamily of natlons by its recent adoption of an mperial ting, |y
s o triangular bunting of deep yellow with a blue dengon courang
in the centre,

An enterprising Americean 1s doing grent business among the
whatles in Tceland,  He pursues them in a small steamer, ang
fires into them an explosive harpoon of his own Invention, which
pursts tnside the antmal and kills 1t outright, Thus time 13 yaved
and risk avoided,

A rival to the v Bassemer Rualoon” has appeared {n Russia, (¢
s the invention of M. Alexandrowsky, of St Puetersburg, ang
instend of being attached to a plvot, like the Bessemer, floats tg
alkind of tank placed nmialships between the engines, The con.
struetion has bean tested by the Grund Duke Constantine with g
perfectly satisaotory result.

Kuecessful experiments have been made on an Eoglish ral.
way, with u new brake worked by electriclty.  The invention
conststs of the application of electro-mugnets, exertng a foree
of six hundred pounds, to pulleys on a swing ahaft underneath
the carrfages. By merely pressing a Key the guard 1s enabied
to bring the train to n stand-stili

Bradiaugh, writing in the Geatleman's Magazine, denjes thag
he is the ehiel of the repubileans, but confesses 1 < Thut 1 have
ambition o rise in the politiead sirife around e, until 1 opay
some part in the legisInfive assembly of iy country, is true, Ir
[iive, I willi but 1 destre to elimb step by step, resting the
tabier by whose rounds 1 ascend firmly on parliament-mouie
taws, and avolding those appeals to foree of wrms which mnke
victary bloody rod disastrons.”

FLOM. N, «Challenger” arrived at Lisbon on the 3rd ult. Ny
axplorations were attempted for the first few days ol the passage,
ws all the savangs were @down™ with sea-sickness, On Ui doth,
however, the steam dredge wits used, coming op the tirst e
battom upwarids, to the disappointinent of eveeybodsy,  The
seeond allempt was more suveessfal, some startstonnd a gl
speelmen of the Gonstryx belng dmaong the contents, This was
at a depth of 1,260 fathoms, The dradging of subsequaoent Jays
brodght up nothing of Interest

The prineipals of some of the New York public schoois have
adopted the precaution of drillitg the scholurs In wmiblitary
fashion for regular, orderiy tHaht o case of fire Gr other aigrr.
geney.,  The doors vpening into the ley-ways are (st close,
and at the sound of o bell the ehildren, often aumbering many
hundred, rise to thelr feet] at ithe seeond touch of the bell they
rush for the matn stadrway, enchi chilkd having his or her plies
tn the ranks, The results so fur have peen eminently satisfue.
tory, everd the smallest children proceeding in regular order,

Aveonding to the Printers’ Register, there are publtshed tn the
United Kiogdom 112 0ally newspapers, distributed as follows (.
London, 14; Provinees, 647 Seotlumd, 1157 Ireland, 205 Wales, 2;
Chanoe! Islands, 1. Statistivs show that in the United States
and in Switzeriaticd iRere 8 one Newspaper Lo every 6,000 jn.
Iabitants; in Denmark there 5 one @0 overy S GV in Gors
many, Norway, and Holand, one to 1806000 tn Fraves, one ta
000 in Swoden, one to 220007 In Eogland, onge to 24,5057 wnd
in Belglum, one to 26,0900 In other FEuareopean countries there
are fur fewaer newspapers in propoartton,

Yet aunothier poditiend erganization has been called into exis
ened, It is of Irtsh paternigy, and is (o be cilled The Censrad
British Democratic Convention, the desfgn of which s to eblain
the assistanee and linnes of Koaglish Dengoerals, o so s 1o
ereate o combined fores sutlicient o otfuct i restarntion of our
plundered lands and our plundered  pohitten! rigos” I
sopbfeets™ are foarteen In nutnber, aoed Siciude the smendment
of the English Constittion, eoditication of the Lows, the estab.
fishiment of manboie! salrace, the dixestabiishment of the
House of Lords and the Chareh, and the natlonaiizntton of thy
and,  Taxation ix to bear on property and Income aloue, and
to reach lurge Incomes by a @ geomaetrieal law,” Cuastoms dities
are to cease, aXalion o be reduced, sinecures pnd pensions
abolistiel, the poor are to be housed rent free, and Trelasl, in
addition to all thede advantages, is to have the full rvight o
govern itself as o coluny,

Mr. John Dixon writes to the Globe on the subfect of » Cleos
patrr's Needle,” which we all knew roally belongs 1o s, s
though we have not fonrmd out how 1o get it home, < The ree
movat of this fine obelisk from Alexandria, and ity erection on
the Thaumes Embankmant, has ately been mooted, T have jast
returped from Egypt, where T ain construeting an fron hridae
across the Nile, and T'hal the curlosity when there carefilly to
exinine the position of the monallth, and to siuevey the saijiin.
ing foreshore. I need not troable you o with the detalls, but
simply give you the resalt of my estimate, as g guide to those
Interesting themnselvos in the matter.  There are no difflesities
In the way, and the obelisk muy be shipped, browghit to Eaug-
land, and eritcted on the Embankment for £15,000n0t o great
sum for the acquisttion of ~o ancient o monument,” 10 our
liberal Ciovernment eannot aftord so much, and no wealthy and
benavolent archieologleal patriot wilt give §, why not start i
public, or, #s we ought o say now, a natlanad, subseription for
the purpose ?

A curfous Ineldent I8 related In o French paper ns having
oceurrxdin a Hite vitlage uot fir from Paris,  Some bees woere
swarnming on an ogk-treeg, and A wosd-cntter nrmed Gulot
climberd the tree and vot off the extremity of the Lranch upon
which the swarm hung,  Instead of falling 1o the ground, how-
ever, the swarm. dispersed and settied on the head of tiniot
who was still sitting on the brangh forty feet from the ground.
Tho by-standers belioved that, tortnrad by the stings, he would
fall to thegrouml,  Bat with great presonee of mind Gulot re-
matned perfeetly stitl tll the swarm had formed two long
wrienths hmnging (rom by temples; then, half blinded by the
Inseets, which also covermd his face and body, he contrived to
descend from his elevated position, taking the greatest eare 1ot
to irritate his Hving mantle, When he renched the gronnd o
hive was placed on his shoulder, but three hours elapsed before
the bees wonlld thkeé possession of thelr new home.: When this
happy change way effected the poor wood.cutter's wild delight
testifted o the Intensity of the anxletly and discomfort ho had
endured, -




