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unto salvation, This brings us into the body of [

Ohrist, where wo partake of God through Jesus
Christ. The lifo is eternal becauso 1t is tho hfe of
God. Now, in order that wo may continue in the
enjoymont of this lifo we must remain where it is,
that is, in Christ In the illustration which Jesus
used to teach his diseiples, ju the fiftesnth chaptor of
John, be says  Abide in me and Lin you.  As the
branch cannot bear frait of itsolf vxeept it abide 1u
tho vine, nor more can yo except yo abido in mo.
. . Tf a man abide not in moe he is cast forth as
a branch and is withered. .. .. If yo abide in
me and my words abide in yuu, ye shall ask what
yo will and it shall be done unto you. , . .. If
you keep my commandments you shall abide in my
love even as T have kept my Father's cummand-
ments and abide in his love. We are in Christ as
branches in a vine. Tt is our work to abide thero,
Wo aro there for a purpose; not as an ornament, but
to bear fruit.  That means work for God, ILvery
disciple of Chirist mnst work to advance the cause
of his Mester, as best he cau, according to the
ability God has given him. I say, must work; yes,
for his life deponds on his holding his position as a
branch. If he is cut off he is lost. Dear readers,
how ig it with us? Whero do we stand ?

J. A. GATES.
Ixtote, Dec. 23rd, 1890, .

A DIALOGUE.

As Mrs, L. and Mrs. M. sat together talking
over the contents of the Decomber CHRISTIAN,
Mecs. M. remarked: Do you not think Bro., Capp
has put tho question of majority rule in a clear and
convincing way ?

Mus. L.- Yes, I think he has; and, no doubt, )

many will be confirmed in their opimon that
majorities should rule.

Mgs. M.—What do you think about 1t.?

Mrs. L.—I can't say that 1 ovor was really
satisfied on the subject. Such arguments as Bro.
Capp's are very plausible, and one hardly sees one’s
way over them; but there has always been dcep
down in my heart a feeling that it was not the
Master’s way, I have two objections; one is,
questions are never sottled in this way without
much estrangement and heart-burning. I have
seon members of the sume denomination estranged
for months, even years, ao that they could not
meet around the Lord’s table by being ontvoted
when they thought they were right.

Mrs. M.~—Yes; it is often attended with great
scandal, too. You remember that case of Mr. W.’s
in Jollicure, I1? What dreadful reports were in
the papers; and it does scom whother tho rule bo
majority or minority it is not a peaceable rule.

Mns. L.—That is just it. It cannot be from
God. There must be some other way.

Mns. M.—Suppose we study the subjuct.

Mus. L —With all my heart. ‘Tho study will do
us good, whother we can satisfy oursolves or not.

SECOND MEETING,.

Mas. M.-—Ta our last conversation you said you
had two objections to tho veting rule; please state
the other.

Mrs. L.—You know the scriptures state that they
are fitted to thoroughly furnish the man of God
unto all good works, and this always seems to riso
up and make me feel that there must be somo way
in which the businoss of Christ’s Church can o
done peaceably.

Mnrs B.—Yes; I have felt thesamo. The royal
rule, ** Do nuto others as ye would that they should
do unto you ™ is a grand way to scttle difticulties.
We find it 20 in our families.

Mrs. L.—VYes, indecd. Just suppose Bro.
Capp’s 140 saying to the ten: Brothren, we very
much prefer our way to yours; but our Blessed
Master has taught us that we should do to you ns

wo would have you do to us, we will yield the point

, hud,give you your way,

What would bo tho result? 1NMost likely the
“ ton " would be so uverwhotmed with the ** kindly
affection " of their brethren, and loving submission
1 to the doctrine of Christ, that they would seo their
duty and yield their preferonce. Thus, the ma-.
Jurity would have * gawed their brothren,” and
| perhaps ther powr, too; and Christ's law would
bu ** magused and made honorable,” The law of
luve worhs wounders, and 1 have always thought
if wo could be hopt in a proper state of mmd these
things would nut trouble us; but sinco we aro not,
T supposed wo must be govorned by some othor
rule. I nuw see this 18 a giving up of the question
of right-dung, How dare wo ignore the com-
maunds of scripture; . ¢., let nothing he done
through strife or vain glory, but mn lowhness of
mind lot each esteem others botter than himsolf.
Look not every man upon his owr: things, but overy
man also upon the things of others, Phill, viii:3-4,
and the wholo chapter. Indeed, since I have been
looking for a rule by which the Church can work
successfully, I find the New? Testament abounds
with them; and who will say that a church thut is
held to these samo scriptures that we have quoted,
would not be both active aud in peace.

CHUXCH GOVERNMENT,

It is not to bo supposed for o moment that our
King Jesus, the Christ, would ostablish a kingdom
among men in the world, composed of his creatures,
clothed with mortality, and not lay down a code
of laws for the government of his subjects, The
King being porfect, all he says and does must be
like tho giver, Hence the laws he has laid down
for the gunidance of his subjects caunot be im-
*» .
proved, and any and every lo,al subject of our
King will not attompt to add to or diminish any
one of those divine laws. Any one secking to
abrogate any ono or more of those laws or add to
them is gnilty of treason, and liable to be dealt
with as such, Not desiring to write a treatise on
law I hasten to the theme I have in view.
Tn Matt, xvi:18,19: On this ruck I will buitd my
church (congrogation) and the gates of hell (hades)
ghall not prevail against it. Having theu built or
established a congregation of his subjects it is not
to be supposed that he would not enact a code of
laws, and properly qualify persons to administer
them. Otherwise it would be confusion, ‘¢ To
the law and to tho testimony if they speak not
according to this word it is because thero is no
light in them.” s, viii:20.
What does the groat lawgiver, Jesus the Christ,
say abcut the government of his Church (congre-
gation 1) Whero ho speaks through any of his quali-
fied subjects it is tantamount to speaking himself.
Thanks to him for not leaving ua in the dark on
this important theme. If he had wo would bo fol-
lowing in the wake of many who make laws after
their own wisdom; have courts, alter, amend,
abrogate and punish those who break them. Thoy
have ignored the divine law and testimony of revela-
tion; and, of conscquenco, thore is no divine light
in them. The law of pardon for a sinner as in
Matt. xxviii:19, Mark xvi:16, Acts ji:28 are laid
down very brief and clear; it nceds no cularge-
ment. The law for a disciple, or Christian, is con-
tained in the testimony of the apostles, oto, ¢ Law
is a course of action,” and for a disciple is summed
up in a fow words. Is 13 ch. I. Cur. the apostle
Paul speaks mainly on love, but mentions soveral
things, and winds up the chapter by emphasizing
on threo words which, ho says, abide. They
cannot pass away. Taith, hiope, Jove; the greatest
of theso is love. Faith goes wherover testimony
is.  Where there is no testimony there is no faith,
When testimony begius faith begins, When testi-
mony ends faith onds. Hope is a desire for sume-
thing with » reasonable expeotation of obtaining

it, I need noY dilate on the reasenable hope, of ai

Christian obtaining a home in heavon, nor on the
fruits of love. Almost overy pious, godly act of tho
Ohrigtian grow ont of faith, bope, love. Following
these is tho law, tho *‘course of action* for the
Christian through life  1f the fruit of the Spirit,
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentloness, meock-
ness, tomporancs, against which there is no law,
tha Christian is nef barren nur unfruitful in good
works.

Seoing we arc clethed in mortality, the Lord
know somo would need corrootion. Henco he gave
law and government, which was absolutoly neccs-
sary. As ‘‘ho does all things well™ ho brought
church government down to the simplest form,
Tho first example is in Acts viii., in appointing
seven men to geo after the support of tho Helenists
(Jews who spoke Greek) in temporal affairs, Tho
apostles told tho congragation to choose from among
themselves seven men possessing cortain qualifica-
tions, They did so.

We come now to the instructions found in
Timothy about the choice of ovorscers and their
qualifications. Theso are to bo the keopers of the
church, the uvverseers. “‘If a man desires the
oftico of u bishop he desires good work.” ‘A
bishop thon must be blameloss,” tho husband of
oro wife, vigilant, sober, (modost) of good behavior,
given to hospitality.” ¢‘Tako heed to yourgelves
and to the flock, over which the Ioly Spirit has
made you overseers,” otc, Acts xx:28, See Titus
i'7, 9. ‘“Romomber them that have tho rule over
you, who have spoken to you the words of God,”
otc. ‘‘Oboy them that have tho rue over you,
and submnit yourselves,” eote. Heb, xiiis7. See
Rom. xii:8 ‘* Ho that ruleth with diligence.”
I Tim, iii:4 “TForif a man (bishop) know not
how to rale his own house how shall he tako care
of the Church of God 1" 1. Peter 6. * Rebuke
not an elder, but instruct him as a father and the
younger men as brothers.” ¢ Let tho elders that
rule well be accounted worthy of double honor,
eapecially those who labor in word and doctrine,”
I Tim. 6. "*“ And we beseech you, brethren, to
know them who labor ameng you, and are over
you in the Liord and admonish you.” I. Thes,
5, 12,

Tho above scriptures, with their connections,
show:

. 1st. That tho elders, or overseors, are constituted
by the Holy Spirit by virtue of their quliafications.
They are not man-made,

2nd. The clders, bishops or overseers have com-
mitted to their hunds tho rule or government of
the churches. They have a divine right to watch
over the church for the purpose of maintaining
peace and unity of the body, scrutinizing whatever
doctrine may be delivered in the church, reject all
customs and innovations not recognized by the
apostles or the precedent of priwitive times.

3rd. These things being established by the plain
apostolic directions, we are propared to say that
the practico of voting in the congregation, or doing
the business of the church by vote, is absurd and
horetical in the highest degree (it always croates
parties) and must tend to confusion and parties in
way church.  We have no account of voting in
the congregations sinco the promulgation of the
apostolic laws. The governwent was then vested
in tho oversecrs or elderzhip; and who dare think
of taking it out,

4th. In any Church of Chiist where thoro is
no properly (ualified overseers or clders, there 1s
no government, no rule, no substantial order; and
many bad things constantly looming np — no dis-
cipline. Thivk of these things,

Respectfully submitted by your friend,
Joskri AsH,

¢ Bo yo steadfast, immovable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that: your labor is not in vain in the Lord,” :



