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POMR AS IT IS
(Curvof N, Y. Courter and Enquiver,)

Tr estunating the probability of o permanent
recenvilition between Pus IX and his sub
jeets the rank wrelizon of the Romans, and
therr profound hored and contempt of the Car
dinals and  Priests are fuees of paramount ime
portance  The vory trst soctal geenluenty that
aruck ma m Rome was the econeral want o
respeet ov the cleray  Beclesiasties m the
sheet, 1 observed, no where recerved any of
those tokeus of regard, so commnonly renderva
in other Roman Catholie countries  Lven the
religions processions bearing a holy unage, or
jndeed  the sacred hoss atself, 1 wmarked, wem
their  way uansalated and wnnoticed. | have
since in the course of my stay, visited a handred
different Churches, and fiom St Peters down
whether ut wass, al watins or at vespers, 1
have almost umformiy fonnd a dreary voud.—
The Priests and the Chousters, an old woman
ar two, and perhaps o stray peasant from the
country, have alone relieved the solitude AN
is august and fmposing, but the holy mcense
floats unwatched, the divine symphonies swell
unheard, aml the sacred altars blaze unregard
ed.
Roman Catholicisin finds the fewest faithful
in the very seat of its fauthy and the coldest dis-
dain in the vory centre of 1ts glory  The doe
trinaliglements of the religion are the same ev
ery where, but its spirit nod s type vary ex
ceedionly n differeat countries.  {u all places.
excopt Rome, it is move or less motitied by civ
il insfitgvons, and by popular charactery but
here it7is subject tv no extrancous influence,
and Iree scope-1s-given- o all-of 4ts worst ten.
dencivs It is not Cutholic, and hberal, and
tolerant, but papistical, and bigoted, and perse

Scuting. It seeks:to prevaul not by its own pu

nty wdd wisdom, but by wiimidation and by
charlatanryy by
———streliques; beads;
Indulgences, dispenses, pardons, butls.”

Adoptibg the tnaxim that sguorance 15 the
mother-of devolion; it systematically stuhifies
the human. meellect.  P'he prople 1e eive no
zeligious instruction, are.allowed-no catechisins
ant have wo knvwledge of the elements of their
creed.  'Tawdry wax figures, vepresenting cer
tain biblical scenes, aund- extitbuted in pubin
booths undur the the paronage -of the church
afford-thew mnst.definite notation:of Scripture
history, and:the six. injunctions of the Saala
Croie—1t0.pay tite tithes, tozhear mass-on Sun.
days wnd fesuvals, to keep.the feast, to conless
during Huly week, to commence ai Baster
and vot- o marry during: certain ‘seiteons—ron
stitnte tho clearest dew of Seripture ethies—
Mirapele-working 2ipages abound, and mumerw
ble relies are to:be sven of every imagabh
category, frotn the rocle whereon Abraham, faid
Isanc-to:be suertficed, to the prin's of our Su-
viour’s fret.in.the pavemnent ol-the Appinn way
Notatellizent ryzht-minded sppa.can go theoueh,
the churches of Ryne, and su-vey all the
miserable trampery. emnployed.an the .nare of.
Christinmity, without the intensest disguet and.
indignaven,  Bat the people of Rome are
pot in w sitnation ta make all these means and;
applinnce sneeessiule ‘Lheir constant intercourse:
with oulightened. toreigners.  forbids, and they:
have lenrved full well that the purpose 1s tv
blind and degrade thewm,  The anteral effect is
bitter animosity against the Chureh, nud a root-
ed repuguance to the very religion whose name’
it beurs.

The Jow intellectual and moral character -of
the priesthood reinforces ths haired with con-
teropt.  The number of eccclesiastics of all
grades.n Rome 1s about twepty thonsund.—
their education is chiefly confined 10 the seliol-
astie Jearning of the middle ages, and they
little appreciate either the Ldeas or the doings
of modern eivthization.  ‘There are, doubtless
among them many devout men, but if univer
sal assertiop is to be trusted, the great majorny
posséss. litde private worth. The vast wealih
of: the Church supports them m indolence, and,
under the garb of veligion, they indulge their
lowest appetites and passions. It is as notori;
ous herg as the noonday, that the profligney
which 5o fully blackens all Rome, has its chief
source in‘the priesthood, and that the highest
churchdignitaries participate in the gencral cor-
raption. Lt one plain fitct suffice to illustrate.
Tn a single streetthere arewow living an illegi-
timate daughter of a'late pope, and seven ill-
gimate daughters.of cardinals, three of whom
are public prostitutes ‘In ‘honor of my race,
weannot credit all the depravity charged upon
the Roman -ecelesinstics; vet’l wm forced to
coriclide that the people of'Rome despisé:their
priesthood for the best of all-reasohs—because
the priesthord, as u body,Js. dispicable.

The wickedness dnd tyrany.of the Jesuits great
Iy envenmned poputareninity. towards the chnreh
by which they were tlerated. Until thelate
expulsion of the order, the ingnisitorial system
was carried out, with less hardibood ta be sure

. than; fonneriy in. Spam, hut. yet with great
daring:; and surveillance and denunciation pre-
vailed .10 an cxtent that filled:nll socicty with
constant-dreads: The walls lived with instru-
iepts-of torture; and the two-huadred wretches
bent.and withered with.misery, disclosed by the
breaking dpen of the sacred ehamber.of the. Ho-
ly Tritunal, excited u :popular exasperation
which- years will-not allay; and:though, .the

Popa be testared with powers ag absolute as
ever on ho tenns with the Roman people subinit
ra the sa-estublishtoen of s mfernal coadjuators
the Jesusts  According 1o @ lota pastoral Jettor
ofCardinul Arch Bishop of Naples, the disciples
of Lznatins Loyola are indispensable avxiliaries
to true Cutholicisin ; 1f this be so ¢ yrue Catholi
cism® has but a sleader chance hereafter in the
vapia] of the Catholic world,

Many and various are the social evils which
have allemated and stll alleniate the Raman
peaple (roin the church. but their great pofitical
2nievance is the rule of the Cardinal college —
T theory, the sixty-four members of this body
are persons selected from all Catholic nations
wr thoir pre-eminent virtues and wlents, but in
teahty they are il lialians, excepling seven
and owe their place exclusively to wealth and
family rank.  The Pope, who appoints them
has a direct personul interest in naining men of
areat pecuniary resources, since rich Cardinal
e m the habit of ceding their annual stipend
of 84 500 to the 1ncrease ot his yearly satary of
820000, The Curdinnls are the Pope’s au
thotized ndvisers 1 tenporal as well as spirit
ual matters. and they determine upon every po
liicu! measure of any importance.  ‘The inujor
ity of the college ave said 10 be seltish, arrogam
unprincipled and unscrupulous wen, and every
wuvermg purpose and igisstep of Pius IX. is
attributed to thewr ageney It was the vindie
uva spicit of the cardinals that so long protract.
ed the late nsgociations. 'The French de-
manded 3 wpiversal sudoesty, becsase honor
and. hynanity forbade them to do athevwise,
tho Cardinalsrefused it beeansetheir vengeance
wvus t0o-swegt 10 forego.  Both parties were a
last obliged (o concede, but the prople have nu
fatth i the effiency of the compromise.  They
octicve that the Cardinals are iinplacable, anu
that seeret porsomngs-and assassivations wil:
sovner of later do the work of the -public execu
tons upon all suriously implicntad in the estab

| hshwent and ainienance of the R.public—

The Romans regard the Gurdinuls as theb
Jeadly foes, and farrly quail beloyé the power o
thoir malice. Nang ol the vi 1ues an.d none o
the acts of Pis LX yields thew a-ray ot hoye
tor they knew that the Cardmuls are stitl theis
masters, Bitter exporience has snbiued all re
publican aspirations, and if the Papal Govern

ment, could rid itself of its ecelesinstical eleinem,
and becowne-assimitated to other liberal won.
archies, 1t might. perhaps, eventually win pop-
afar confidence aud support.  But so lung as
e Cardinal College retadus ws present pohitiead
power and 1fluence, no cancession.of any cha.

acter whatever will reconcile the Rowan -peopie
10 the tewparal power of the Pope,

BOSTON OPINIONS OF A BOSTON JURY’S
VERDICT.
From: the New York Ierald,

The nowspapers.of Bosion sustain-thexerdict
of the jury on the Webster trial, us a just and
wrue oue.  ‘This is not surprising.  ‘Uhey haa
uied.and convieted the pnsoner before -the sub,
ject underwent u legal examwation. ‘The se-
cret inquest—which, in itselfy should have v
ated the whole of the subseqguent procecdings—
jurntshed the evideoce of guilt; und upon. tha
wvidence there was much more reason  lor ma
king ap a funl verdict, than upon thut, motley
array of opinions upor. handwriting.and teeih
which went far to brus the mind ol the jury.—
We do-not assert that the prisoner was uot
wuilty ; bud we o assert, that he was nol provel
1o be guilly. by cny lgal evidence of @ reliable
characler, and we defy all the lawyers to the con
lrary  Huwever sirongly cireumstances may
persuade us of the guilt of the nceused, nothing
has appeared 1o ussure us, beyond all doubt,
that Dr. Parkman’s body cannot be found else
where. Our duty in sach & matter is not to be
auided by apprebensive impressious, bat by evi
dence at once clear and uocontradictory.  Fron
the-first, wo have fe:ued that the public opiun
ol Boston had setued into a firm belief mn the
prisoner’s gmit, firm the mere Lresnmption of
evidence ; and the_ sequel has confirined our
mnost serious misgivings.  The public shaiv in
the surprise that has been created by the ver
dict, drawn out. if we are to evedit the proceed
ings m the jury room, by three (uestions, in no
one of which was any suggestou inade that the
government had fuiled 1 makmng out its case

It iy uot be-out of place heré, to-refer more
fully_to-the coroner’s court w this case.  [twas
a secret tribunal, gs in the Coolidge, affair i
Maine. ‘The public were not admitted, or the
reporters of the public press  Now, though the
statutes of Maine and Massachusetts provide for
a coroner, they have not assigned o him any
duties It is an office established upon radic
tions. and but litde understood.  One thmg is
certain, however, that thongh the powers of.the
coroner are arbitary in <ome measure, and s
perior, under some circumstances, o all judic
al powers yet 1t has never been estabhished
that he.can hold.a.secret mvestization.  The

Enghsh law, frotn which we derive our action

does uot periit at; and it would-be imposstule-
to-suy by what anthority our coroners are gui-
ded. ~ The fourth statute of Edward Fust de-
fines a coroner’s duties—and among these heas
empowered to sit only super visum corporis, and:

sat-every-place” where the dody isfound. It is

eeriain.that the Boston coroner was not.led by
this statute—for he held lis-iavestization m.the
Old State house,a mile from the edieal College..

Thesg-coroners tnust be looked after, and thyir

duties made knawn,  Meanwhile, we hopo the
Boston editors will vovise their judgemeons upon
the verdict,

EPIDEMICS

Awt. L—1. Epidemics of the Middlz Ages, from
the German ot J I, C, Hacker, MDD, ‘Prans-
luted by B C. Bubington, M.D,

2. The Remote Canses of Lpidemic Discases, By
Jot Parkin, Hatchard and Son.

3. Report an Quaranfine, from the General
Board of Health. Hausard.

1. Ezperimental Rescarches on the Iood of Ani.
mals. By Robert Dundas Thomnpson, M.D-
Loungtaa.

5. The Domestic Practice of Hydropathy. By
I{]}dz’mrd Johnson, M.D. ~ Simpkin, Marshall
& Co,

Tau late epidemic has revealed the existence,
and fearfully ilustrated the destructive power,
ol some unknrwn agents ol mortulity, the pre-
cise nature and cause of which, in their connee.
tion with known and more fnmiliar morbific
influences, have hitherto been suffered to remain
involved in the deepest obscurity. It leaves us
with the unpleasunt conviction that the accounts
handed down to us of the ravages-of pestilence
in anciont times, were not historical exagaern.
tions, as they bave generafly been considered,
nnd thot wo have beon-laboring under a mis.
tnke in suprosing that modern: civilization had
auained an immuuity from -similar desolating
wnd wide-spread. culamities.  Tho work of .Dir
Heclker on the epidemies ol the. middle nges, re-
sotly transluted by ‘Dr. Babington, has now
become one of serious interest, as belonging. not
to-the past alone, but connecting the past with
the present, and relating vo physical pliecnomena
which there is now reason to-believe to be con:
stantly latent, and the manifestation of which
aay be expected at frequendy recurring: inter-
vals

With a view to the practieal conclusions
which saay perbaps be drawa from this volume,
and from otlier sources, we propose to-give some
azcount of its contents,

» » » L

The worle of Dr. Tralles {Historia Cholere
Atforissime), must completely set at rest th
confroversy nbout the modern Asiatic-origin of
nalignant cholora. e reccived opinion of
hie medieal profession, with few exceptions (Me
Thack: ray and De Chambers sipong the chiet,)
nas been that malignant cholera is altogether
aew disease, first uppearing in August, 1817,
m the delia of the Ganges, at Jessore, nfter the
wriual invndatjon of the marsh. lands by whiely
it-is suvonnded, and there.carrying off’ 10:000
versons (n sixth of the population) in a few
veeks; thence proceeding 10 Calcutty, and de.
vaatating every town and villuge within an area
| o several thousund square miles. It is admit-

ed, however, that Brahminicul records notice
vaguely a disease of 4 somewlat similar char-
aeter 10 have prevailed among the Hindoos of
“ewmote antignity, and our own occapution ol
In.ha is not so receirt, but that a little research
hns now established the,fact that it appeared io
1781 at Ganjam, 500 miles to he north-east.ol
Mudras, where 500 men sunl beyond recovery
'within an-hour; atMadras, the following year,
when it attacked the army of Sir Johi Burgoyne;
and the next year at Hurdwar, where it swept
1off 20 000 pilerims, L was then called by the
Maslems mordechim, or bowel.denth, corrapted
by tlie Europenns into mort de.chien ; and it was
remparked that at the satne period a severe epi
emnice influenza, or catarrhal fever, visited Rus.
sin, England, Germany and Fraoce, and occa-
sioned a great mortality,

‘I'he doctrine. thevefore, that malignant cho.
lera is new in India, resis enti:ely upon assump-
tion ; and that it is new in Burope, can hardly
be maintained as in the slightest degree pro-
bable by nny one who has attentively consider-
ad the analogons effects of seveial ol the epide-
mics of the middle ages, as described by Dr.
Ereker.
les is decisive of the fact that epidemic cholera
was known in England in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. 'I'hose who hold the con.
trary opinion have generally maintained that
‘the eholern morbus of antiquity was a violent
dysentery, rharacterized by the presence of bile ;
but Dr. ‘I'ralles shows that in his time the ab.
sence of bile had not only been- noticed, but va-
rious: theories formed to account for the want of
this seeration. ‘He notices the sevous and aq ve-
oux dissliarges by vowitings and purging; the
draining of the body of all its fluids ; thethick-
vning of the blood by the loss of its serious por-
uon, and consequent arrest of circulation ; the
icy éoldness; the consecntive fever; the raput
death in a lew hours, with cramps and spasms
in severe cases, and their frequent sudden oc-
cu rence in the middle of the night ; all of which
have been marked features of the opidemic ve-
ceatly prevailing among us.  Commenting
apon this evidence, the editor of the * London
Midical Gazette” observes—

“We began the investigation already. prejudiced in fa-,
vorof the view entertamed hy Dr. Copland and other re-
putable authoritics, nawely, ‘that before the year 1817 it
was altogether unknown either in India. ot Fiusope, and
that the materies morbi first sprang from the jungles of
Jessore in that year.  We must admit, hewever, that the
description given by Di, Trotter of cholea, as it was
known to nedical- writers in 1753, has satisfied us that o
mugh older-date must be assigned to the-first-outbreak of
this.pestilence.. -His deseription js,.perliaps;.-as coniplete

The testimony, however, of Dr. Tral-

03 the stata of pathnlogy at that time would-admit, and it
wooxeeptiho want of referenco te any acenunt of the afato
of the rewal secretion, all the matked peeuliarities of the
present discoss are elearly indicated,”

Celsus, the Hippocrates of Rome, is quoted
by Dr. Chambers to prove the existencs af cha-
fern, with serous discharges, in the first centu.
ry; and in boking attentively ot Dr. Hecker's
swinmary of the statements ol anciont medical
wniters, respecting the cardiae, or heart disease,
reorred 10 asenrly as the time of Alexander the
Great, 300 years before Christ, it is iinpossible-
to resist the conclusion that they were deseri.
bing, undor another name, the last stuge of ma-
lignant cholerr.  The disease was called mor.
bus ewrdiacus, vot by medical writers, but by the
people, who concluded tiwc heart to be the seot
of the malady from the irregular beatings and
violont palpitations which were one of its Symp-
toros.  Other symptos wera *cold numbness
of the hmbs" {torpor frigidus;) Yprofuse and
cintnmy porspirations}” “a feeble nnd almost
oxtinet’ pulse;” #a thin and trombling veice’”
“a_countenance pale as death;” van insuifer.
able oppression au the left side, or even over the
whole chest ;” “eyes sunk in the sockets, and,
in Iatal: cases, the hands and feet torning blue
“and while the heart, notwithstunding the uni
versal colds 153 of the body, still beat violently,
thoy for the nost part, retained pogsession of
toeir senses.”  Finally, #ihe naile became curs.
od on their cold hands, and the skin wrinkled.
Fhese are nearly the very expressions: vsed by
Dr. Adair Crawford, in-describing the las¥staje
uf malignant cholers, as it occurred in St Pe.
ersburgly in 1848, . .

* The whole surface of the bod{ becameios-gold ay
warble, and covered sométimes with a clplimy moisture;;
the-pulse extremely fecble, mid-often itperclptible} the
face sunk, and the feagures contractey! to, spmetimes, nencs
1y half their usual size § th? eyes sunk deep in their socke
cts, and surrounded by - datk ¢ircley nigt-the pupils bértd
rally dilated.  The cheebs, lands, feot and:hails assumed
a leaden-blue or purplish. colour, and: likewise, though in
a less degiee, the entire surface of the skin, whose furie-
tiong scemed” completely paralysed.  One rcmarkable
phenomehon was the sidden collapse of the soft pusts, of
the body, the effect ‘ngeessarily, of all the vessels:[fing
nearly emptied of their fluids, and of the rapid absorption
of the adipose substance ;  so, that patients were redur od,
sometimes in twenty-sour hours, perhaps onesthird ot niota
of their previous sjze.  The skjn .of the-hands and-feet
were shrivelied up; the violence of the cramps usually
‘hminished, though not-alitays, and- they were ‘lithited
chicfly to the hands ond feet, which often remained .cons
tractel after death. The vomiting dnd: didrrhéea ‘wéte
also less urzent ;. the tonyue was moist, -flabby, nid‘cold }
the respivation hurricd or clse slow, and .muach . oppressed
with frequent deep sigliing; the breéath ‘edld, e voice
plaintive and redueed: altmost to a swhisper.  There was
great heat, gppressiont, and anguish jn the cpigastrum and
apout'thd heart, to which regions all ‘the suifering - vise
wef*reed.? ’ ' v L

‘Ihese-fict rig important; fof they helptd
dispelmuch,of that mystery about cholérawhich
has tnnde it the object of superstitious, tersor,
and point out the path.to-be followed by thosd
who wouldlearn the eausd of cpidemits, and
the menos ofobvinting their ffects, Itisn‘ercat
step towards .a tra¢-knowledue of tho dvil; {0
‘discover that .epiderics.are not caprices jof-naa
ture. 1o bo regarded ag onginal mavels, bug
periodical visitants, obeying therefore fixed lnwg
which it tnay be possible to trace cut by g]‘qse’!';r
watching the récurrence of Whdir operavion,” "

[L.is of vast moment, wlso, to the intefestsiof
humanity, i0 a moval-as well as, p- comineyeial
view, to be thusenn' led to get rid of-that .mogt
mischievous of medieal grrors—the doctrine {hat
rpidemnics, like the cholern, are proppgated -by
contagion. We would gnard this o‘bser\‘_aliou
by-ao adinission that in all cuses.of disense the
air of an unvéntilnied voom wnay he rendgred.
poisonous-to tiig healthy by the sicle; add- that
the sick wmny. otherwise predispose the healthy
to attack, by the influcnce upon the nervoug
system of fear and sympathy’; but ‘that the
casual coutact of strangirs with the petson ot
the clothes of a sick man has ever bebn a'ciuse
of-the spread of eholera, or-of wny -other epidsim,
ie, is"o-notion. at- variauce alike with piobability;
and fact.  In-n.paper presented by Dr. Strongy,
of the Bengal army, to the Statistical Socicty,
he states, that during the twenty years ending
with 1847, there were denihs annually {rom
choierasin gaols under his superintendénce, but
that it did not spread.;. .never dttacking morg
than one in-nige of-the inmates. But the.snd-
den cessution of cholera in London at the close:
of the last autuntn, and its equally sudden die-
appeaviince from-other cities, after -ragingfo’
an average-interval of oight.or ten wesks, dov
monstrates the fact that its'propagition depénds
upon attnospherical conditions, .and -not. upor:
human interconrse.  Even in the height aft anl
epidemic season, the nurses and physicians in
‘constant attendnnce on choléra. patients, have
not suffered, more than-the-rest-of-the communi-
ty. from ‘the snpposed. dangeriof thein.oxposed
position, ¢nd-have enjoyed comparative itz
nity where the arrangements.of ventilation. and!
‘drainnge have been perfect. In the: genersk’
hospita] of Haburgh, no case of cholera océur:!
ired umong its 1.600 inmates,.although: 117 chos
{ora, cases were admitted- between. tho 7th.dnd
22nd of September; and in: Liondon, at:St. Bar=
‘tholomew’s hospital, where 473 cholera patients

twere admitted during the past summer, of whomm

1199 died, the disease proved futal ‘to onlyonc.of
‘the nurses of that.institution. The:nttacks iw
other cases bemg-confined 1o premonitary diar..
@3, which, by.promptattention, wére:speedily:
‘subdutd: oo . R
Jf it be:said.that its'appenrance in-differant
‘countries-bas not: been. éxactly: simul(aneous—:

b

thatitis in India oro yeat and-in Edoopd: ke
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