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LOST IN THE FOG.

-—

(From Once a Week.)

Tn ono of the summer months of thoyesr 185—,
applioation was made to 8 great London Tnsurance
Company to insure tha life of Mr. Andrew Mac-
forlenc, of Raw Matorial Street, Manchester, for
a very héavy .eum. Mr. Moecfarlone.wss not o
young man, being desoribed by himself asbotween
forty and fifty, and the sum was of such an unu-
sual amount, that the Company thought it neces-
gary to use more than ordinary caution; they
thereforo stipulated upon seeing the gentleman
_personsily, and having him examined by two of
their own medical men in their office in London,’
in addition ¢c the usanl preliminary investigation.
Mr. Macfarlane accordingly appeared one. inorn-
ing, looking & most robust and healthy middle-
aged gentleman, with s fine, broad, raddy, cloge-
shaven face, and iron-grey hair: the exsmination
was pronounced satisfactoryin theesireme. Mr.
Macfarlane was o more than usially healthy per
561, and the polioy was granted without delay.

One morning in November of the same year,
Tondon was shrouded in one of its densest fogs.
‘That combination of smoke and vapour to be met
with in its full perfoction in no other part of the
globo, pervaded street and river. Fog had
reigned supreme over tho metropolis the whole cf
the previous dsy, and had besomo so thick st
night that foot-passengers had great difficulty in
finding their way along the streets; the crossing
of o wide street or sguare looking Like divinginto
some dark and unexplored expsnsy, all landmarks
were swopt away, the lamps were scarce visible
one from another; experienced Londoners found
themselves turning tho wrong cornors, and the
cabs and other vehicles had nochance of reaching
their destination, save by adhering to the ourb-
stone.

That November morning tho newspapers bore
witness to the dangers of the previous dsy in
many a lengthy catalogune of accidents. As
morning broke, tho fog geemed likely to rule
another dsy, bat 83 the sun gsined strongth, he
brought with him a fresh breese, and the fog
Lifting, like & vast-curtain, onoo more disslosed to

{1 to be observed, calm ;nd stationary nbove the

the persecuted Londoners the features: of their
fostoitys ~° - - i

Light was preétty well established Whon s party’
of river-iten wore seen cariying the body of a

drowned man up thesteps of London bridge. Onjl

coming to the top with their ghastly burden, o
geatleman in g dark beard and moustaches, who
had boon Watching their movements over the par-
£pet, camo up, and looking steadily at tho dead
man's faoe exclaimed:

““Qood God! it’s poor Macfarlane!”

The meén stopped; & crowd was presect in an
instant, ag'if by magio; aud in scarcely less time
the tall arid unperturbed hat of a policeman was

éwaying multithde.

“Do you identify this body, sir #”

1 do.” ’ :

«Your name and address, if you piease, sirf”

“T will go with you to the station if you
please.”

“The body will go to the dead house, sir; per-
hdps you would have no objestion to go there
with w8, first, and witness my removal of the
valuables on the person of the deceased.”

The gentleman accordingly accompsnied tho
porty,-saw tho contents of the pocket rémoved,
and the bedy:examined ¢asunlly. Therewereno,
marks of violence upon it, and there was little
doubt that it represented one of the victims of the
fog, au opinion pretty frecly expressed by the by-
standers.

The pookets produced little or nothing leadin
to identification ; & watod, with & chain attech
to it, a looket containing hair, and ornsmented
with a cross, & purse with money all in sovercigrs,
s pockot-bandkerchief marked in cipher, and &
bunck of keys told little.

The next proceeding was to the atation hounse;
the gergeant on duty heard the facts, took pos-
gession of the property; put certain questions;
took dowe the name and address—*¢ Mr. Woodley
of Liverpool, now at the Covent Garden Hotol,”
and informed him that he would be required at
the inguest.

¢ shall consider it iy Quty to attend ; but, in
the meantime, I must communicate the intelli-
geace to my poor friend’s-wife; they came to
town only tho day before yesterday.”

s Her attendanco will be necessary, sir.”

“Very well; bot first I must sce how she
bears this cruel shock.”

A¢ the inguest, after the evidence of the finding
of the body, 3ir. Woodley stepped forward aund
doposed that he was well acquainted with the
doceased, Mr. Macfarlane, of Manchester, that he
and his wife had coms to London on a visit only
a fow days previously; that he bad ssen tho wife
—who was so dreadfully aflected by the shock her
nervous system had susteined by this sad event,
that she was dangerously ill, and totelly incapa-
blo of giving ovidence, of whioh fact ke handed in
s doctor's certificato: he held in his hand, he
said, the marriage cortificate of the deccased,
which he wonld produce if'the jory desired to see
it; that he had managed to procuro from tke dis-

porson when-ho left home yestorday on business,
since-which timorhe hind riot been -heard 6¢ until
witness brought the sad intelligencé of his un-
timely fate. : .

The divisional surgeon deposed that there were
no marks of violence upon the body.

The coroner, in summing up, merely observed
to the jury that it wes ovident this unfortunate
person had been drowned in the Thames; there
was no reason te supposo that he huod met his
death by any foul play, nor was the supposition
of suicide warranted ; the unfortunate man had,
it appeared, gone out yesterday in the full enjoy-
ment of his usual heaith, strength, and intellect,
they were all aware that in.the dense snd danges-
ous fog that has provailed, accidents were ex-
tremoly likely to happen, espesially to persons
unacguainted with London; it must therefore be -
presumed that deceased had, by some meaus un-
nown to them, follen into the rivor; the hody
hed been satisfactorily identified by s most re-
speotable witness, who had moreover brought
from tho widow o list of articles which tallied ox-
actly with those found on the body; they had
Leard of the sad condition-of that unhappy lady,
and there appearsd o him no necessity for ad-
'journing the inquest for her presence, nothing
therefors remnined for them Wut to givo theirver
dict according to the facts,

<« Found drowned” was accordingly recorded.

The coroner observed that the body ought to be
baried immediately, and ordered it to be given
up to Woodley. He then made out and forward-
ed to the registrar the necessary information ag
to tho onuse of death, and the finding of the jury,

In dae timo tho Insurance Company received
spplication on the part of Helen Macfarlane for
poyment of the sum insured,—a regular assign-
ment of the policy from her late husbend was
produced- and her claim was farther supported

|by a copy of the entry of the registrar-general.

The Company felt some little hezitation ab-first,
and postponed payment for further informsticn.
They desired to see Woodley, but on its being
shown that that gentleman hsd quitted England,
sfter due Investigation they found thst they conld
not dispute the evidence, and paid the money.

In the wildernesa which lies west of Brompton,
at the time we are speaking of, there existed a
Lilliputian ocottage, wherein dwelt George Rich-
$rdson, lately mavaging acd confidential clerk,
now juaior partner in & merchant’s house in the
city. One evening, in November, 185—, home
came George by tho buss, and startled his little
wife by announcing that he must start on asecret
mission to Leghora the next day; events of im-
porsanco connected with thebusinesshad eccurred
there requiring the presenco of ono of tho partners,
and the lot had fallen mpor him as the junior
1a respect of-sge s well 25 of positionin the firma.
A steamer wus to leave the river thonext evening.

¢ Thercfore,” said George, ¢ got my things
ready, snd I will take them with me to the office
to-morrow morning, for-I shall not have time to
retarn hero.”

tressed lady a list of the articles on Macfarlane’s

¢S8hall I not sece you agsin after you leave



