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This brief outline of a very important subject, into which
time will not permit us to enter into further detail, may suffice
to enable us definitely to diagnosticate tubercular joint lesions,
of which we meet so many in general practice.

LABORATORY METHODS FOR THE GENERAL
PRACTITIONER
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Within the past few ycars, along with the advances of all
branches of medical science, clinical laboratory work has grown
and developed wonderfully. In the various lines of laboratory
manipulations including microscopy, hiematology, medical chem-
istry and bacteriology, continued and faithful work has brought
forth many improvements in tecnique and simplified applica-
tion and with this, definite and accurate results.

Whether a man confines himself to special lines or is engaged
in general practice a certain amount of laboratory work is essen-
tial for the diagnosis of many discases.

Wyeth in his oration before the American Medical Associa-
tion ncarly ten years ago, uses this argument: “It is equally
important that there be called into requisition the invaluable
and which laboratory research alone can give in determining an
accurate diagnosis.” Again in summing up he says: “Chemical
analysis of the normal and abnormal secretions and excretions
of the body, clinieal microscopy and bacteriology should form a
part of the educational requirement of every surgeon. I do not
Insist that the busy practitioner should attempt to master all the
Intricate processes of the laboratory, for this is possible only to
one who devotes years of patient labor in the faseinating depart-
ment of science, but he should possess that practical knowledge
of the chemistry of the body in health and disease, and of clin-
ical microscopy and bacteriolorfy which any diligent student
under a competent teacher and in a properly equipped labora-
tory, should be able to acquire in a three months course of
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