
THE B3INET SYSTEÏM

and like appearance, the diff erence in weight being as 3.
ta 12. He is able to capy a square, with a pen, sa that
the square can be recognized; ta arrange the twvo pieces.
of a visiting cardci ut diaganally sa as ta form the arig-
inal card; and ta caunt faur cents in a raw. The feeble-
minded child, be he ten, twelve, ar t;venty, wvha resiDands
ta this five-year-ald test,ibut fails ta answer the queseians
set aor six, accarding, ta the B3inet System, is but five
years af age mentally.

At first blush it wauld seern prepasteraus ta suggest
that any niethad cauld be devised far measuring intelli-
gence. Sa thaught I when the Binet Systemn camne under
my natice. But I have read and seen suficient since
then ta canvince me af its accuracy and its ready adapta-
bility ta the wvark of estiniating th e degree af defective-
ness in backward and feeble-minded children. Binet, a
Paris praf essar, first published his series of tests in 1906.
Far vears he had labored ta ascertain the mental capacity
af normal chikiren at given ages-begiiiniiig at one and
cantinuing up ta thirteen-and mnany thausands af littie
ones xvere f or this purpase placed under his -observation.

Establishing with reasonable accuracy xvhat the narmal
child shauld be capable af daing at a given age, Binet
makes it passible ta measure the degree af defectiveness,
by years, in a feeble-niinded persan. TIhe abnarmal bay
af eighteen ar twenty niay be shawn ta be six ar sever.
years aid mentally. In ather wvards, he passesses anly
the degree af intelligence of the child who lias just
reached the age af reasan. *The advantage of such a sys-
tem-developerl and varied ta meet special conditions-
in the care and training, of the feeble-minded, can readily
be seen. Reinfarced by careful observations, tabulated
fram time ta time by thase wvha have charge of the chil-
dren-at sehool, at wark, or at play-the Binet System
can ùe made a reliable guide in the classification of
mental defectives and their training for the greatest use-
fulness af which they are capable.

0f littie use, in most cases, is the History IForm, filled
by parents or guardians, as far as giving, a key ta the


