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should b. abolished by international agreement. In conclusion, the dias.
tinguislied Belgian surgeon expressesi the hope voiced by Hl. G. WeUa%
in his recent story, The World Set Free, that some day the 'United
States of Europe may exchanige friendly greetings with the United.
States of Amnerica.-New York Medical Journal.

THE SANITA1RY OFFICER IN THE FIELD.

Major Frederick Sehavoir, of the medical corps of the Connecticu~t
National Guard, contributea to the Military Sutrgeon for September an>
article on the wartime duties of the sanitary officer, which contains
Borne surprises for the general practitioner who is unfamailiar with the
mas of non-medical knowledge which the armry surgeon must maater
In addition to his needful professional knowledge. The sanitary of.
ficer, it appears, is first a inilitary officer and secondly a medical mnx;
bis responslbility is as great as that of any other officer, although the
performance of bis duties may b. lesa spectacular. In addition to miain-.,
taining the beultb and efficiency of the troops in camp and on the
march, and attending to the sick and wounded and their transportation~
to points where they may be patcbed up for duty, the sanitary ofMiee
must flot only read and interpret topographical maps, but be prepared
and eqnipped to sketch sa map himself. This enables hi= te calculate
the time required for troops te cover certain distances and te diapo..
of bis sanitary forces accordingly. The chie! surgeon should know
exactly the uize, location, and transportation facilities of the sanitary
troops under bis orders. He will ascertain the probable location of
casuaditiea, taking under <consideration the terrain, time, distance, wea
ther and climat. conditions, as well as the presence of streaina, Wels
and other water supply, the location of buildings or shelter for wound-
ed, tiie availability o! wagons for their evacuation te the rear, in fact,
anytbing wbich may play a part in the work cf the sanitary troops. The
ideal dispouition of sanitary nits and their appartenances, aucli as
flrst aid stations, dressing stations, ambulances, field hoapitals, etc., is
that which enables themn te be always witbin reacli, yet never in the
way. The latter is a most important point and an ill considered xaoy
mnay have the gravest consequences.

As to bis subordinate officers, the chie! surgeon should always give
bis orders in writing and b. careful that there are as complet. and as
élear as possible; lie indicates where hie is and with what organizatïon<
gives the heurs and minute of writing, and states the rate cf trave4
such as ordinary, rapid, or urgent.>


