
ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

th,. amrount of residual urine cati neyer be obtained by onie catheteriza-
tion,. but eaui only be itiade aftvî' several sucl inîeasureienis. Various
condI(itionis arc liable to vary the anitunt of urine thus obtaÎied. but ati

ajverakge inay bie readiîly arrived at.
Rosidual urine sooner or inter beeomnies contatanated, imot fronti ît,-

meepresence Mn the bladdeî', but uulyby inîfection f roînt wihont-

Tii".ii eOf' the catheter is the mnosi potenut cause of the cYstitis so (,or-

tain to 14 vlo iii flie majority of casesu of inarked bypertfroph v. 'Ilte,

cathter ijitroduces itifection, the mnucouis membrane is congested, a11u]
consentl1Y pus and debris are deposited within the biadder. Thtis 1be,

ill liavier ilhan the urine, it setties in the niosi dependenLt p)ortion; îi

tbjosewcses thle posi-prostatie poucli, and cystitis is, rapid1ly developed,
if uirination was frequent before the advent or eystitis, the pres-

eue.f Of tius inilaîmnat ion now nakes it iinuchl more su, and the relief'
expeiened y evcuaionis inuelh less titan before contamnination,

T,-»ws111 1s "Irkdad the suffering îiow hecoînes alîttost intolera,ýble-.

A oplt uritialyvsis wil ahnost invariably reveal the pre>stence ct'

mjied nfetio with inucous, pus, and blood ail present.
Re,(tcntiofl of aria, presents itself to the patient as a syaiptoin o;ilyý

whnit beones acute. This is ustally caused by CCSiecneto

the nekof the bladdrr, and the first warning a patient ma * ve
o~ bs cnditonEs soinetîîues the sudden and Rente retention. wichfl

Ioa more oFten, lioweýver, hie will remeinher that heretofore the urine

bad nlot pasdnaturally-thmtt there had been delay in starting the
~rathat therec had been lack of force or soie of the other symptomns

aiready Hecie.le may never have noticed them before, or, having

gotlced themn, were banished front bis mind as a matter of no iluportaiwce

until acute retention developed.
j, i quite possible, and frequently happetis, that acute retentiomi

Jvelop ,,Itliout the slightest previons warning; and, after relief by

<,atimeter, mionthis or even years may pass without recurrence, and in

somje ntacsmay neyer appear again. Whatever may be the subt-

sidiary cause. the immediate and direct cause of seute retention is otte

of three things-failure in expulsive power, inerease in resistance, or

c ombinatioll of both.

The most common cause of the three is sudden increase inm reism'-

ac0. The mnucous membrane around the neck of the bladder is con-

ggeandi suddenly by some exeiting cause it beeomes mucli more

,woUcen, when, by the aid of the prostatie outgrowth, it succeeds in

efetully bloeking the opening into the urethra. This sutiden in-

>ras n resistanCe may be, and usually is, caused by some such in-

flamatory action as that produced by the irritating condition of the

uieor sudden exposure to cold, though not infrequently it ia depend-


