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out a ftilly sat.isfnctory answer. During, the last three years, it lias been
deniandingt more and more attention in ail countries where scienti fie
ineicine obtains, and is passing, froin the hiands of the physio!ogist into
those of the surgeon and patlîolocrist. rt is now a sulbject for clinical
stu(ly and post, mortein findingS.

Before proceeding further, it wil! bc liecess-arýy to define the terli8i-
mtental " and -"pelvie disease." First, pelvic disewie. 1 inelude under

thi4 terni ail pathological conditions of the pelvie organs of the fernale,
that, in the opinion of our ahlest gynocrologists, wvould be capable of
producing discomfort, pains, fuinctional, or systemiatic disturbance in
those who possess normal mnentality. Writh reference to such dispuited
points as movable, retr-overteil uterus, r'are .s it is, 1 arn personally dis-
posed to consider it abnorrnal, as there mnust necessarily be tension or
pressuire on surrounding part>:. Very sliglit lacerations, without cica-
tricial. tissue, 1 do not consider of inuch. significance.

Wlhat constitutes muental disease or insanity is veiry dificuit to
deterine. I shall give a detinition evolved fronm the study of the cases
under my care. In order to have a basis, I NvilI postulate that there is
Soniething within us primarily gyreater than physical, prodluet, not con-
ditioneci, cxcept in expr-ession, by the physical. nechanisii-the Ego.
To the extent, that the Ego dir-ects the activities and contx'olýý the rellexes,
to that extent is the ideal hurnan life exhibited. The~ ideal life, as di-s-
tinct frorn that of the mnere animal, is exhibited oniy when the activities
of the organisin are less the resuit of reflex actiu than those rýsulting
froni the direction and dominition of the Ego. So long as the organie
structure is intact, so long as the systemi is free froin de s, o ong are
the reflexes normal, but with a diseased periphery, nerve tract, or centi-r,
we expeet abnormal reflex resuits. Whien this diseased are is confined
to those parts of the body which are not intimately concerned in psychic
phenomena, we have but abnornial. physical rcf-lex, as showvn in the
exaggerated knee jerk of lateral scierosis, but if the reflex arc inealudes
the basai. ganglia wvhose function is to exhibit psychic reflex, and if there
be organie disease at any point in the continuity of this are, then we
must expect abaormal psyehic reflex. The exaggerated knee jerkc wE.
cali a symptom of physical diseuse, but wve call the abnormal psychîc
resuit insanity, while in reality it also is a symptom of physical discase,
difl'ering fronî the former only as the functions of the parts diseased -re
different.

As the Ego eau realize, that exaggeratiou, or absence of the knee
reflex is abuorwmal, so also it is capable to a limited extent of recognizing
abnormal psychic reflex.
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