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have been in the soft parts, where very probably
a larger vessel would have been ruptured. Again,
during this slow Lleeding, the blood had time to
gravitate to a dependent position, or direction of
easiest escape.  But in my own opinion, the abso-
lute helplessness of that portion of the limb that
contains the broken bone is probably the most im-
portant of these signs.

_ha,nd above his head, isa strong point to start from
In attempting a diagnosis. (I am aware that per-
Sons are said to have taken a few steps after having
et with an impacted intracapsular fracture of
th(? femur, but this has nothing to do with the
point under cousideration).

““ There is one mistake that I have several times
Seen made in diagnosticating fractures of the
femur. When the patient is told to raise his thigh
from the bed he can do so by coutracting the ham-
string muscles, sliding the heel upon the bed, and
thus the lower end of the femur is pushed up by
the head of the tibia; but the psoas-magnus and
the iliacus do not contract. For fractures in the
continuity of the long bones these signs are, of
course, of no use, but for those in which ditliculty
of diagnosis so often leads to mistakes in diagnosis,
I think the presence of one or more of them should
suggest to us the probabilities of a fracture, and

should indicate to us the proper plan of treatment.”

-N. W. Lancet.

Haprruan Avortion axp Kipney Disk
At the recent meeting of German scientists
medical men at Str:ishurg, Dr. Fchling, of Stutt-
gart, read a memoir on habitual death of the em-
hf‘yo in kidney disease. In the first case under
hig observation, premature expulsion of a dead
foetus, occurred six times, and there was no evi-
dence of syphilis. At every pregnancy, anasarea,
albuminuria, and death of the fartus, with severe
eramp of the abdominal muscles, oceurred, hetween
the fifth and sixth month ; the dead fwtus was
expelled from three to ten weeks luter. In the
“ec.ond case, similar symptoms appeared in a young
Unipara; the fietus died, and thereupon the albu-
Minaria abated. In the third case, the patient
had borne two healthy children.
third pregnancy, albuminuria and characteristic
changes in the reting occurred ; and, during the
fﬁurth, she was seized with hemiplegia ; in both, a
de.composed fwtus was expelled at the fifth month,
With subsequent decrease of the albuminuria. In
the fourth case, the patient in her first pregnancy
aborted at the fifth month ; then she gave birth
at term to a recently dead child. Tn the third
Pregnancy, great wdema and albuminuria super-
vened, the child was stillborn, and the mother
died of uremia. Dr. Fehling believed that in all
these cases, kidney disease existed before preg-

SE.

hancy, which aggravated the renal symptoms. !

(=

The fact that a patient has |
ot made a step after the accident, or raised his |

During her |

{ poison had checked their use of the remedy.

| ! Cheadle proceeded to narrate some striking cases
an

Winter had described two cases of premature de-
tachment of the placenta, normally situated, where
albuminuria existed. Dr. Fehling found atrophy
of the villi of the chorion, with wedge-shaped or
spherical infarcts in the placenta, in his cases,
similar to renal infarcts. The infiltration of the
chorionic villi and vessels of the umbilical cord
with small cells, as seen in syphilis, was absent,
nor did any of the embryo exhibit a trace of con-
genital syphilis. - British Medical Journal, No-
vember 21, 1885,

Tie TREATMENT oF CHOREA.—In a paper on
this subject, presented to the Harveian Society, of
London, Dr. W. B. Cheadle, after referring to the
failure of innumerable specifics, and to the skepti-
cism too widely engendered therefrom, declared his
own belief in the value of medicinal treatment.
Speaking from the careful notes of one hundred
and sixty cases observed during a period of eight
years, he stated that the average duration of the
disease under treatment had been five weeks (the
extremes being ten weeks and four days); whereas
cases without treatment might extend from eleven
to fifty-two weeks, or indefinitely. The author
had tried various methods, including rest and
expectancy, with results sometimnes beneticial, but
never completely successful.  In arsenic. he had
at last found an agent which did succeed. Todd,
as long as forty years ago, had recognized its power:
so had Babington and Beghbie: but dread of the

Dr.

of rapid improvement under the influence of ordin-
ary doses of liquor arsenicalis, with small doses of
tincture of perchloride of iron. A comvarison of
long series of cases treated without arsenic and
with arsenic respectively, gave for the former an
average duration of forty days, for the latter,
twenty-nine days; and this difference was in-
creased when the last fifty-eight cuses were com-
pared with fifty-eight consecutive cases in the
former series, the average duration under arsenic
being only twenty-four days. Arsenic was in
every case well borne, excepting a remarkable
result repeatedly observed by the author, but not
hitherto described by others, viz, a bronzing of
the skin analogous to that observed in Addison’s
disease. The staining was most masked in the
flexures, did not affect the face, and ultimately
disappeared. In one case, however, it had become
permanent, but would probably vanish in time.
The pigment deposited was not metallic, as in dis-
coloration by silver, but resembled the pigmenta-
tion due to chronic congestion. In conclusion,
while advocating arsenic in chorea, the author did
not wish to depreciate the value of other thera-
peutic agents, which should be employed con-
currently.

STRYCHNINE IN DEeLIRIUM TREMENS.- -That the



