
irregularity of the teeth under two heads- position. In treating these cases, great care

(a) simple irregularity, in which the misplace- should be taken to prevent the ligature from

nient is confined to one jaw, and is indepen- slipping below the edge of the gum-between

dent of the position of the teeth in the opposite the necks of the teeth and the gum,-for the

jaw; (b) compound irreguilarity, which depends irritation set up by such a Mishap has been
upon the position of the teeth in the opposing known to cause the death of the tooth. In
jaw. In "simple irregularity "-that is, where order to prevent this displacement of the liga-

the misplacement is confined to one jaw-the ture, a small vulcanite plate may be constructed,
crown only of the tooth may be irregularly to which the ligature can be attached, and thus

placed, the apex of the root retaining its prevented froma shifting its position. The

normal position; or the entire tooth may be second 'form of irregularity of the teeth-that

displaced, or faulty in its development. Such depending upon the position of the teeth in the

irregular teeth are often entirely renioved from opposing jaw-is much more complicated. As

the dental arch, and may be impacted in the an example might be cited the "underh-ung
substance of the jaw-bones. In the former jaw," in which the " bite" is intersecting;
condition, when the apex of the root retains some or all of the six front upper teeth being
its normal position, much good may be effected by shut behind the corresponding teeth in the

judicious treatment, but in the latter case little lower jaw. This condition, in its extreme ex-
can be done to remedy the evil, except by the tent, arises from an undue development of

removal of the displaced tooth. As examples the lower over the upper jaw, or from a

of "simple irregularitv," we may mention the want of dovelopment in the superior maxillary

ppearanceoftheupper cain above ûane uones. it may also arise from a retarda-
alveolar ridge, or in the palate, owing to in- tion in the eruption of the superior incisors, or
sufficient room for then in the dental arch. by these teeth being pushed inwards by the

An early loss of their temporary predecessors, prolonged occupation of the dental arch by
bypermitting the first bicuspid and the lateral their temporary predecessors. An early treat-
incisor to approach each other, is not un- ment of this irregularity is all-important, and

frequently the immediate cause of this dis- should consist in preventing the contact of the

placement. Sometimes, however, the retention opposing teethb. An opposite condition of the
Of- the temporary canine, or the presence of a lower jaw sometimes occurs, in wbich the
sipernumerary tooth, will occasion its defor- lower incisor teeth bite close up to the palate,
mity. An overlapping of the incisors is another so that they press against the necks of the

fona of "simple irregularity," and frequently
equires for its treatment a resort to some j paration of the teeth in the anterior portions

mechanical appliance in order to obtain regu- of the jaws lias been described, and is occa-
arity in the position of these teeth. Another sioned by a congenital malformation of the

t uncommon form of irregularity is where lower jaw. The ea-ly obliquity in the position
an incisor tooth is more or less twisted, some- of the ascending rami is unduly maintained,
times to such a degree that the side of the and there is a want of development in the
Crown will occupy the position of its anterior alveolar portions of the jaws, especially in the
urface A forcible twisting of the tooth into regioms of the molar teetm. This irregularity

i riht position is very generally adopted, may be caused b the contraction of a cicatrix
HOme however, are averse to this prompt treat- in the throat or neck. The bicuspid teeth are

ment and suggest the employment of a plate not infrequently misplaced, and, when so, they

earcfully adjusted to the palate, and having usually occnpy a too inward position. This

n properly-constructed points of resist- may arise solely from their having leen pre-
An unsightly separation of the central vented frora assuming tieir proper position in

a in the upper jaw sometimes occurs, and the dental arch by the prolonged retention of
t th may be readily drawn together, but the temporary molars. But usually it is depen-

at tendensy to returo to their former dent upon a pirminised capacity of the jaw,
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