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man is seen
ing and no
Explain the
nature of the
adopt.

again, there is still urgent vomit- PUNCTURF OF THE PERICARDIUM.-The fol
relief of the other symptoms. lowing case is reported in the Archives Médi-
view you take of the probable cales Belges by Dr. Villeneuve: A child five
case, and the treatment you would years old, was suffering from pericarditis with

effusion. According to the statements of the

parents, the trouble dated froni a fall two

contact is not only sufficient to support the c0mp)alieu cieny oi pain n the nip an a
tom until ler attntion ain irn te ote y

lower extremity unaided by muscles or liga-,utlhratninwsdant te yp
ments, but even to carry an additional burden toms, when she admitted that she vomited quite
equal to a third part of the weight of the leg.- regularly about an hour after each meal, if she
Med. Times and Gazette. ate anything be-ides gruel and whey. She was

ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE ON THE JOINTs._ months before, soon after which the breathing
The current opinion has bitherto been that the began to be affected, the legs swelled, and the
influence of atmospheric pressure in retaining condition grew gradually worse. When the
the two surfaces of a joint in contact is, with patient was seen by V. the symptoms had be-
the exception of the hip-joint, only exerted core very alarrning. The face was swollen and
on the joints as long as the soft parts, especially Mottled, the evelids were odematous, the lips
the capsule, remain intact, and that a simple cold and livid. There was also considerable
opening in the latter is sufficient to destroy it oedema ofthe legs and scrotum. The pulse was
entirely. Prof. Ch. Aeby, of Berne, bowever, too feeble to be counted, and auscultation failed
in a preliminary communication to the Central- to discover any cardiac sounds wlatever. A
blatt, Marcb 27, 1875, p. 228, announces the fluctating swelling, which undulated synchron-

startling fact that, according to, experiments ousiy with the respiration, occupied the precor-
which lie las lately instituted, in the greater dia region. Respiration was short, labhred,
number and the most important of the joints in wistling, and accompanied with pulsation of

the human body the atmosplieric pressure is the jugulars. The case appeared desperate, and

full adequate tom retain the surfaces of their no niedical treatuient offering any prospect of

constituent bones in contact, even after the success, it was resoived to interfere surgically.

division of ail the soft parts, inciuding the cap- A Dieulafoy's aspirator was procured, and the

suie. This statement is true of the soulder-, tumor hav g been punctured at its most proi-

elbow-, and wrist-, as well as of the hp-, knee-, nent part, two syringefuls of clear, yellowish

and anke-joints, and the experixent succeds fluid were withdrawn. The fluid continued to

in nearly every naturali position of the joint, e flow in a Stream after the canula was removed,
tnatme dtemst iorant part r artsi sowing to the fact that the repeated application

lation can be made to swing within its normal o f jisters to the cart rad so thinned the skin

limits of flexion, spported by the pressure of as to prevent te edges of the wound fron clos-

tlie air alone. Thus, as Prof. Aeby expresses it, ices Wit e a d o iterferessesiand
disen it is found that the ar williang com- bandages, however, the aperture was ftnaly

psetely disarticulated in the shoulder-joint, the losed. The resut of the operation was a very

forearm in the elbow-joint, or the had and marked relief of the chiuld's asphyxiated condi-

fingers in their respective joints, no further tion; the heart-sounds could be heard again,
proof is required that the ordinary teaching and the pulse could be counted. Tbe wound

with regard to the relation of air-pressure to continued open and discharging for six tonths.

the jointis competely erroneous." Prof. Aeby e iThe disciharge was at flrst clear, and afterwards

wilh shortly pubnish his experiments and deduc- became purulent. The fistula finally iealed,
tions made from them in extenso. We may and the patient made a complete recovery.-

here add that Dr. Fr. Sclmid (Deutsche Zeits- Journal de Médecine.

chriftfür Chirurgie, v. 1874), has lately found

by experiment that the atmospheric pressure
S i . ', CARCINOMA oF THE STOMACH.-A patient
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