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ur longer, thu shortest known to Sir Denjamiin Brodie was twelve

hours. And il is not coutintelaniced by the reliets found in the spinal canal.
A'q, tlherciorc, the case w'as not une of tetanns, the only alternative

left is, that it vas une of poisoiing y strychinia. Why, then, was not
tlis sunt mee detected ? lie previous voniiting had been caused by
antîînuny, and tracis of this wvrm obvions. Why should there not
lia ve beu;i equal dcnwuîstration of strychniine, had it been administered ?
The answer, perhlps, is lot easy. It was said strychnine is indestructible,
not afiected by putrefaction, and di:coverable by proper analysis. Su t

is. But in this case, accordin touTaylor, the original dose was sndil,
and it had been absorbed froni thu stonach. It ought then to ha'e
been foiund in the blood or tissues. Here, however, the delicacy of
the tests applies even more strongly than belore ; the diffusion was
greater, and the amount in an individual portion very exiguous.
The witness appealed to experiments on animals; lie iad poisoned four
rabbits, iii two where one grain and une and a half grains had been
griveiu, nio poison was detected, in one where one grain a bitter taste
was experienced, and in one which had taken two grains the color test
was positive. il direct contradiction, Mr Nanneley replied, that he
lad experimented ti fifteen cases, and lad always found it in the sto-
mach. And to do away with any objection, on the score of dilution, Mr.
Herapath testified, that lie had dissolied two grains in a gallon of water,
or 1 part in 70,000 parts, aid froni 1-10th part of a drop of water lad
recognmsed the poison. Nuverthcless, we believe the non-detection is
intelligible. Wc cannot think Mr. Taylor exhibited any ignorance or
awkwardîness in lis analysis ; nor can we deny ,he extrene delicacy
contended ter in ti defence. But we are of opinion that the portion
experimented ulpon, containel a really less quantity, thai that which
lmniits the test, for the contents of the stomach were extravasated, the
organî was opened at Rugeley, aid then sent to London; a large portion
was consumed in obtaining antirmony, which mainly absorbed attention
ut the tinie of the analysis ; and a great bulk of the residue was lost in
searching ir seit1 otier poisons which had never been used ; thus
leaviig, we believe, tuo smaall a remainder in which strychnia could be
recogni:ed.

Professor of Anatomy. McGill College.-The vacancy left by the
resignation of Dr. Bruneau, has been filled by the appointmnent thereto
of Dr. Seott. Dr. B. lias for a long series of years discharged his duties
ni a distinguished nanners having obtained a high nane for the anato-.
mical chair in McGill (iCllege, and ahvatys secured the undivided popu-


