
TIIE LECTURE ROOIN, S-MITIISONIAN ENSTITUTION.

frorn the accompanying drawing, which Cxhibits a plan of the second
story of tuie mnain bul In. n tîuis, G, F, F, represent flic rear, and
M, 'M, M, the front towers. 'Tle lecture-rooin is 100 fcet iii its great-
er dimenisioi, (64 lct 'roîn 1 to C, andu 88 feet to the cxtremity of
the uppcî' gallcry F, F, lî curved dottcd line represenits the
front of the gallery, whichi is in the form of' a horse shoe. TIhe dot-
ted hen ini the rear tower repre sciits the extension of the gallcry into
this space.

Thli second illustration exlîilits a perspective vicwv of the lecture-
roonu froîn the west side îundeu tuie galle ry ; and, whecn viewed alonig
with the grotund plan, shows better than any description could do, how
wcll thîe seconld requisite lias been acconuplisbed: that every person
shonîci have an opportumity of seeiag-, as w'ell as of' lcaring clisti nctly.

'1'l spcakcer's l)latforin is lbiced betwecn two oblique walls. '[ho
corners of' the rooin whiehi arc eut off by these walls afford recesses
for the stairs into flic galicri es. Tfle opposite corners are also parti-
tioncd off, so as to afford recesses for flhc sanie puî'pose. Th'le ccilinig
is twenty-five fect highi, and, therefore, witliin thie lihit of î>ercepti-
bility. It is pcrfectly smooth and nnbroken, with flic exception of' an
ovi opening ncarly ovcr the speaker's plitforni, througlu wluicli liit
is admnittcd. The scats arc arranged iii curves, and were ini--te to
risc iii accordance -with the p)aiolpti ciiive, origni.aily i)roi)osed by Pro-
fessor Bachie, which enabies each idi% idual tu bue cii Ur tlie luead of the
person inîînediately iii front of hin. The original fora-,i of the room,
howcever, did not allow of this intention being fully rcaiized, and there-
fore the risc is a littie lcss than the curve would indicate.

TIhe îvalls bchind the speaker arc conîposed of lath and plaster, and
therefore have a ten(lcncy to give a more intense, though icss p)rolong-
cd sonnd thian if of solid masonry. rm ey are also arrangcd for exhib-
itiaig drawings to flhc best advanta±re.

The general appea*aince of thie roonm is somewhiat f-spcand.
the speaker is placcd as it we*e in the mnouth of an immense trumpet.
The sound directIy from his Yoice, and that fromn reflection immedi-
ateiv beluind imi, is thrown forward uponi flue audience ; and as the
différeunce of distance travellcd by the two rays is much within thue
Iirnit of perceptibility, nio confusion is produeedl by direct andj4'eflectcd
Sound c.

Agrain, on account of the oblique walls behind the speaker, and
the multitude of surfaces, incindiug the gallery, pillars, stair-sereens,

&cas well as the audience, dircctly in front, ail reverberation is
stopped.
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