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BEETçîL.E DRu FI ON L.AKE MICI GAhN.
lly JAMES G. NEI.tHAM.

'rhe iiiwirndtlbat biows insects into a lake may biow Ihe entomtolo-
gist some good if lie be on hand to coliect tlin rvhen they are cast uponthe beach. During recent years I have gathered intich mnateriai for ciatsuse front tire drift line tapon the beach at Lake Forest, rvith great econonyof tinte and labour. After every on sirore breeze frrllowing sunshinysummer weather sortie insecîs arc cast trp) by the waves, and oc<asionaiiythere is a great accumulation of thein. 'Iwice I have observ'ed accumula.tions of them quite otut of tire ordinary ; the first tinte, irt Arrgust, 1899,when the drift was i>redominantly crickets of a singie species (Nernobilds/arcialus)* and a second tinte in Junle, 1904, when it was predominantiyMay beeties of a single species (Lac/tnosterna fusea). It is the purposeof Ibis paper to record some observations on this occurrence.

Iwas discovered on lthe afternoon of jarne iith. The weather hsdbeen brigltt and cai for severai days, and the favoring wind was gentlybiowing front the norlh-east, and bringing tire irtsects ashore, for tire mostpart alive and in good condition. Two things seemed very renrarkabieabout this drift first its snteli, due bo the presence in large numbers oflte ground beetie, Ca/trso;nalrzgidu,, incited by their îossing tapon shore
10 entat their pungerît, [rut, when suficiently dilrrted, Irot wlrollyunplcasant odour ; and second, tire prcportderance of beetles. It wasneariy ail beeties, and nearly ai the beetles were a single species. Theaccumulation was ltardly sufficient to be caiied a windrow-ralrer, anincontpiete layer averaging a Ineter wide, spread orut in a lorng siratoiit lineaittre farthest reacit of tire wavet-a ribiror tof browrr trailed along thelighter colotrred sand. IThere rvas littie cirîder floîsarrt or other trasir in il,it was nearly prure insect rnaterial-browt, becarase of tîte millions of Maybeetles, itardly one per cent. beirrg anything else.

1 gatlrered art aburrdartt supuriy of Laciraosterria and Calosorna, madea few nrotes and rven torne. Early lthe next morning 1 wcnî again to theshore, a ntile fartber rrortlrward. Titere, to my great surprise, 1 fr>und ltebeach bare. Had. 1 ttissed nty opportunity by putting of ill liii rorrowa ntore careful exarsin.atiorr ? 1 walked sourirward. arrd soon came uponthe smeil of il, and tiren, te drift itseif. '[he wind was stili north-eat,but isecs lad apparetiy storîed coning iri. Marly of the May beeties,
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