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physician said once: « Servez-vous dn ce reméde pendant qu'il
guérit 1 and he was right, That which cures at one time will not
at others: fashion has an absolute sway on our imagination, and
the latter sways a great deal i our physical and moral destiny, - So
the Reverend lectuer s correet when he says:—

“ There is a tide™—it has been well said—*in the affairs of men."—
There is no exeeption to the prineiple—fashion rules more or lesz, and
ever s ruled, in every department of life ; the admiratiun of oue age is
an object of ridicule in the next 3 and what yesterday was counted folly
to-day is wisdom. The greatest wonder, the most admired invention, the
most useful and practical discovery, has bat i3 own short duy : inall
likeliliood, the grenter the wonder, the more aheorbing the excitement it
produces, the surer its pas<ing to neglect. Education fares no better than
3ts neighbonrs in this respeet. 1t hias its phases and petted aspeets from
time to time, but they pass away 3 and subjects, whicls to-day are mude
the most of, are to-morrow slighted, it not absolutely scouted.  In order
to know this fully, it is only necessauy 1o be placed for a short time in the
position of a public teaches, and ket fow notes of the comments which
are made and the wishes which are expressed by those who are placing
out their sons for education. Que wants his son fitted for life by the
shortest ent that can be adopted. # Give him (says the parent,) just what
will get him 3nto this or that profession.’” Another begs you will not stuft
his boy with Latin aud Greek nonsense—* the day for that sort of thing
has gone by.? A third wishes his son to attain a vespectable position in
Yile, yet is perfectly contented if you can make him write a good hand,
and reckon up & long colwun of figares with ease and correetuess, A
fourth does not care much what yoit do with the lad, if you keep him for
a certain time, beyond the possibility of his annoying his ford pazent, and
turn him out, when he is wanted, with o pair of good broad shoutders and
some little approach to good manners and sense. A fitth thinks mathe-
matical instruction the one thing to turn to account in life—yet still his
boy is thought to be a genins, and such an one as he is allowed to be, you
on'ght costainly 1o turn ont a polished schiolar, forsvoth, * in twenty-four
lessons ™! In short, the tencher is like the old man in the fuble.  He may
ride his ass himself. and make his boy walh, or he may walk himself and
et the boy ride, or he and the bay may ride together, or carry the ass
togethier; b, far atl that, he cannot please every body.  The current of
the ¥ popularis anra ¥—~the set of the wind of fashion, is now from the
north, now from the south, presently from tlie cast, aud then from the
west—with as many intenediate shiades of individual fancy us there are
intermediate points in the compass.  Unfortunately, most of vur teachers
are, in their circumstances, dependent upon these popular faicies ; and
the history of education, (if it can be called history in 50 yYovng a countsy
as thisy, shews that there is yet nothing stable in this departent of the
work of life. There is yet nothing like solidity attained in the public
judgment about it This reflection enconmges me to come forward and
offer a fow supypestions, and start a fow questions, which muy lead to
thoughit on the subject of education, in the hope that they may here and
there find <ome attention, and possibly approbation, and may have sume
shight influence—very slight it may be, yet some—in bringing about a
wore sober state of judygmient upon the subject thun that which fas 1
conccive) at present prevails.”

The lecturer next inguires what is the end amd purpose of educa-
tion ? He auswers first that it is fo drawoul and decelope the powers
of the mind. But, he adds very properly thiat 2 younz inan must not
only bring from college « dereloped intellect, but a developed char-
acter. Moral training is, thesetive, of primary importance.  But
the author goes one slep further, and says that education, to be
effectual, muat hace seligious as well as moral training. We quote
again :—

“ 1€ cducation 18 a preparation for life—if this life is but a school or
place of yreparation for anethier~if the soul is immortal—~if’ death is but
a sccond hirth mto a new sphere of existence to which this life is prepar-
atory, in which men will be exalted in powers and in character, /s uch
beyond bis prese.. Leing as thatis bevond the condition in which e
entered on this life—then  aw alisurd, how wicked, how fraught with
wretchedness, must be the «. sire to banish religion altogether fram the
ficld of education.  Preparation for cternity is the interest, it is the plain
and undeniable duty, [ do not say of every Chidian—but of EVERY MAY,
WHO BELIEVES THERE 18 A Gon, of crery man scho holds himself 1o be of a
higher order than the brutes around him which perizh, of every man who
Taoks forward beyond the present moment, of cvery man who hopes for
happiness himsclf, or cares for the happiness of his offspring. Itis his
duty, it is his interest, to look well to the moral and intcllectual tmining
of the being or Wcings to whom hie has imparted existence, or who look te
him for coutrol and guidance.”

The authar, then, dwells, for some time, on the charcter to be
developed by moml and religious training ; and having described it,
after his own ideas, he adds:—

4 1t wal be said, Oh, bat after all, & man passes well enongh throngh
the world, without alt this depth of character; he may be a little virtnous,
or lic may put an the apjrearance of virtue, which will answer every pur-
posc of life—S0 Fatsvarr thought! hut the sentiment was fitted to tic
manz: 41 was as virtnonsly given as a gentleman need br—virtuous
cnough.” Very goot morality for such a profligate; but very poor morality
for auy one except & profligate ; yet see how largels such morality prevails

inour own day—not cluaking, it is true, the same low and profligate
debauchery, but justifying the money-seeking, fortune-hunting spivit of
the age,  © Virtnous as a geutlemen need be™ i3 in this view counted yet
good sound sense : “ Rem quoctngue modo rem-=uoney, get merey—
somehow—uanyhow; * Virtus post nummos,"—cash first=-virtue by and
by 3 be vieh, theu it is tine cnough to think of being good ; ull this is too
much in keeping with the tamper of the age —The age, [ fear, would be
found wanting, when weighed m the balance even of the p‘xilosoplxer,
were we to fay eligion, and the fact of our being here in a state of pre-
pazatory discipline for our real life, out of the guestion.”

We notice smmnething like areproach to the education office, in the
following paragraphe ; aud forour own pant we trost there is more of
wit thaw of reality in the sareasm abont the formidable asray of wnoc-
cupivd sehool-houses,  Nevertheless, we must admit that these is
some otgivady and some merit in the accompanying sugwestion s
although they may nat please those who would, it sinecere, give of
education tlus definition = ¢ To show your boy how to make
money* i—

“ Leve, porbaps, the subject is open to the sanie stricture whicls I have
just bren pas:ing upon the other part of education.  However strange it
may sound, 1 think that it is trug, that education—intellectual cultivation,
~1s nof sufficiently valued wmongst oursclves. ‘This assertion, however, 1
would not make without s certain limitation.  The district school housea,
scattered everywhere over the face of the country, might rise up in wit-
ness against me without this—{und, indeed, if the unoccupied school
hwuses were allowed to forin into the muk, the would be a formidable
plalanx areayed o ainst e} The wodel schvois would come sharply
upon the heels of the district ones—and the academies and many other
useful and eflivient schuols (private or public) would il at we Jondly :
and surely I should have 2 sterm 1o meet at the hauds of the Superinten-
dents and other parties officially connected with the cducational «epart-
ment,  Bven our legislators—busy as they atre from time to time on this
subject—wonld come into the field, and the charge of wilful ingoatitude
towards them would be liid at my door.  Certainly I do not covet such
a powerfil host of adversaries, and must thesefore explain myself.

The point on which I think there is 2 great and genernl missppredien-
sion and weong cotimate of cducation is, that people seek in it notking
aore thun @ means (o an end.  They do not value education for its vien sake,
they do not value cducation, because it decelopes the powers of the mind, and
raises man fo it higher state of being ; bat they have in secidug it some
immediate object in view for the most part, and when a sufliciency of
mental enlture has been attiined for that pasticnlar object, they are quite
contented to rest there. Education must not only bring, but be demonstra-
tively shewn to bring, in every case, and to bring immedintely, its - quid
pro guo.”’ Thus, there are cases where, when a boy can write and cipher,
and read the newspaper, everything is considered nccomplizhed that need
be done.  fn anotber; book-Keeping is the summum bonum. In another, a
little mathematics, and particnlarly the power of mensuration and survey-
ing, scems to open at vast ficld to the youthful ambition. In & word, though
ererybody wanls 1o leara, almost cverybody twishes to learn as liftle a« possidle,
Learning i3 not songht for its own sake, nor does a young man think (nor
a young man's father, in too wany cases, lead him to sipposc,) that be
will hecome « greater and nobler being i:.\' cultivating the powers with
which God hias gifted him.  The milroad or the connting house is open
to him at an early period, and there he_finds what both his own feclings
of sclf-importance and desire to cscape from control, and also his father's
indactrination, have led him to covet, immediate independence, and the
possibility, or, as he views it, the probability, of his rising speedily above
mere independence.  And even those whose aspirations are higher, find
tao often what may be called the learned professions, not only open thei
door to them as soon as they knack for admission, but almest coax them fo
came in. While this siate of things continues, we cannol becomne & GREAT
rrortk.  We may be a prosperous, we may e o wealihy, but we cannot
hie a great people. We shall grow proud and self-complacent ; we may
grow luxurions and extravagant, but we shall never grow 10 be a great
nation, Thus our wilroads and other public enterprises, which seem to
be clear evidence of our greatness, are i a serious and truthful point of
view, things full of omen and apprehiension to us. Qur watesial prosperity
is beyond our age; we are going an too fasts and when our history is
written in the book of time, this fact will be recorded against us.  Could
the country then call back her professional men, her lawyers, her doctors,
and her teachers, from the milroad, the counting hotise, or the gold wine,
cauld she restore to their haoks and training the youths wha liave been
so prematurely and anwisely called away into various ficlds of money
making, she might congmtulate herself.  She wants now men of learning
and mient of character. She cries for them among the teachers of her
children,  She crics for them in her halls of judgment, She cries for them
amongst her spiritual pastors,  She cries for them in her varions deliber-
ative assemblics.  There is 2 strong call, (171 may be allowed to nse the
medium of reality of cision, withwut having my loyalty impeached or my
affection for the Nonk corstiy to which § owe my oun education and
birth called in question) there is, I say, cvident to the thonghtful, a strong
call te b providing and preyating the men who shall represent ont
conntry with dignity in furcign Courts, and among the oldest and most
polished nations «f the warld, and suppert ber claim to the place which,
¥ must be mlliwed to belicve, priacipally through the accidental circum
sfunre of e ining i o great measure flled with mm from old and
developed niatinns, (a yousg conntry, so to speak, peopled at once with



