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writings as low as possible- They have labored- with uriitiring
industry and singular acuteness .to prove that thèir theory is
consistent with the facts. And yet, 1 suppose, that -every one
who knows anything of the recent history of criticismn, would
agree that this storm which threatened to blow our New Testa-
ment in pieces has spent its force, and that the New Testament
reniains vezy mnuch as it was. Has then ail this labor been in
vain? Has ail this attention been spent on the New Testament
without resuit ? Has the Augustan age of Neiv Testament criti-
cism passed away and left no solid monuments behind it ? Most
certainly not. The method of historical criticisin remains, a new,
more intelligent, and more truly scientifie miethod of lookingr at
the Apostolic wvritingrs. They are not now viewed as written in
vacuo, and as if their contents might bc undcrstood and used
apart froni the circumstances wh ich gave rise to them ; but
their slightest indications and allusions must be brouglit into
harmony with the theory of their origin, and evcry jot and tittie
shiewn to bc congruous with the history of the period ivhich they
belong. Besides :his, aithough Baur".- critical conclusions and
those of his f<llowvers have frcquently been erroneous, yet they
hia ve for the most part, been so plausible and niaintained with
s0 mucli scholarship, that, in order ta denionstrate their insuffi-
ciency, scholarship as exact and criticisin as ecarchingr have been
required. The consequence is that in rccent timies the books of
the New Testamecnt have been. ex.iiuined with mnicroscopic
tiniuteness and attention to detail ; evcry possible source of
light lias been again and again ransackcd ; cvcry possible thcory
calivassed in the public debating-ground of European criticism,
and nothing lias beeni allowed to stand which is not thorotighly
wtcll-grroundcd in ascertained fact. To find any analogy to the
ordeal ilirougli h hich the Ncw Testament books have rccently
passtd, one mnust turn fram literature to physical science. No
siu-gle bc-ok or seriesç of b3oksî lias cvcr cxerciscd sa niany
powcrful minds or clicitcd so strcnuous a criticisni. And the
gain to the student of the Nciv Testament hias bcren enornious.
Neyer lias therc becn a time wl3en the autlienticity of thc l>auline
epistles was so intelligently hield. Not onily lias miodern criticism
failcd to shakc the Church's faith ii tiic gcnuincness of iliest
cpisiles, it l;.as rather cnabIcd thc, Church, as nevcr before, to
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