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Xvorlasting Punishment.

! Jfaw. xzv ;4G And theso sholl go awaynto
biaeriasnng pumsbumient . but the aguicous wto
W etcruul.

|
h

R A Lore is not a passage in the Bible that is more

Bucntly quoted, ar more coufidently relie

proof of the doctriue of endless punishment
en this.  We suppose, that if the beliover: in
38 doctrine can bo satisfied that it is nottaught in
W toxt, they will bo willingto concedo thatit js

Y. Jpet ught iu the Bible, Let us, therefore, give

B fair, ond careful, and candid vestigation.
‘B® The text forme the conclusion of the cele-
ated parable of the shoop and tho goats The
Jrst question to bo considored is, does this
rable have any relation to the coneorns ofaroth-
world? If this question is answeted in the
Biirmatve, then the following inferences aro
B Botfectly plain and undenisble. 1. Calvinizm, or
s doctrine of olection and reprobation, Is false.
¥ 15 not eaid to thoso who were placsd on the
f 3Bsht hand, ‘como ye blessed of miy Father, in.
-SBerit the kingdom prepared for you fromn the
BB uitiation of the world ; for God out ofhis mero
B, 0d pleasuro was pleased to elect yon to the en—
3 mentof\hwfavor aud everlastiog life.' Noris
f said to thosa.on the lefthand, * depart yo cureed,
Bc, for God.was pleased 10 pass. you by, and
B rcordain you.io overlasting wrath.’ No. Thoso
fn the right hand wore placed there because their
Morks or deeds had been good,and those on the left,
' ?:'\u_se their works hed not deengood. 2. Itis squal-

b undenisblo that mankind are not to be admit-
Ped into heaven, becdusothbey have excercised
hith in thae Gospel whilo on carth, nor because

‘$hey havo axperiented any miraculous chauge of

b ilhatare whatever, nor becauso they bave madoa

Bprofession Af religion, nor- becanse they havo
oined any partidalar church.. Nodf ard’mankiod

ifto bo ex'cluded from heaven,and go to hell, be.
K cause/they have not been born again ; nor oxercis-
Hcd 3a the Gospel, nor oxperienced a radical
¥ changd of naturo, nor made. a profession ofre-
§ ligion, nor joiued a particular church. No. They

X (erred as tho rewnrd of mint.  The King says to
B those on thenight Liaud, * Come yo tho blossed of
¥ my Fathor, nhent the kingdom, dec., for Iwas

an huogred, and yegave memeat: I was thirsty,
Nl and ye gare me.drink: I was a strangre and ye
i B took mein. Naked, and ye clothed me: I wesn
g prison, and ye came unlo me.”’ Andto those on
B 1ot hand ho says, Depart from me, ve corsed’
B &c., for Lwasan hungerod, and yegare me no
& meat: I was thinsty, and ye gare me.no drink > 1
B wwasa stranger. and ye fook me vt .an. Naked,
B and ye clethed me.nol s sick and in: prisor, and
ye tisited menol®  Audwhen thoso on tho right
hand inquire when they had cone theso good
deeds, tho King, auswers, ¢ inarmuch as ye have

ye hore dors it.unfo me.! When those on the

feft 23k wwhea they had neglected to perform these

duties, the King aoswers, ‘innsmuch. asye did it

2 not to ono of the least of theso, ye did it nof fo e’

8 Hence, itis plain that if this parablo-is toboap-

i pliedtoa future judgment, and the concerns of
agother world, it overthrows the whole schomo of
Goapel grace, and converts that which is the
¢.giftof God, not of -2works, leastany man thould:
boastinto areward, whichis aa equivalent for.
oar good works.

But, that this.parable has no relatioa to tho
conceras of anatheraworld, is evidoat from the fol-
lowing considezations :

1. Tke 24th and 85th chaplers of Malthew evident-
ly from one conliziued discourse, whichawes deliver-
¢d byour Lord in guueer to.a question put fo hin by
s dusaiplesan selation fo thatime of his coming, aad
the dutruction of Jernsalem. Tho 24th cliapter
commencesthos: ‘And Jesos went-ont, and de-
parted from the tempel: and bis disciples camos
10 him, for to show bum the building of the tomple.-

, AxfJesuy said nyto thew, See yo notall theso

thiugsl Venly L aay unto you, woro shsll net ] sco wrse 13, Watch, thercfuio, fur ye hnow | guneral judgunni—to bo lLllowed by the eadiess
bo loft iere wno slune apon anvther thatshall not | uoubpr the doy nor the hour whereia tho Son of | Lappincss of'a portion of mankind, and tha endless

bo thruwn down.  Aud us b sul upoa the Mount ; wan

‘scomo‘h.' In chap. xaiv . 42, the duty ur.

of Olives, the duscapics cawn uato hun pracalely, | faahiplness ssinsisted on. *Who then is a faith
saying, Leiu as, wien shan thieso thugs bo 1 aud § ful aod wise survaut, who his lord hath wade, suppuscd we ask, that they cuuld aitach 80 much

end of the worid 1
world
that vur Lord blenus wath the subyuct of the
+ destrucuion of Jerusslein, the subject of the mate.
rial world. But this is a very great mistake.
Tho word which 1s rendered world here, is not
*kosmos,” a word which siguifies tho material
; world, but * aron.’ & word whch is expressive of

durativn, and not a substance . and whica sigui-
« fios an age or dispensation, [Hence, Camnpbell,
Clatke, Wakefiehl, Whitby, I'homas Newton,
and others, render thys phrase, *the conlusion of
this state; * thoond of this age;'or ‘tho end of
this dispeasation.’” The quostion of the disciples
then was, * what shall be the signof thy coming,
and the end of the Mosaic or Legal dispensation.’
But that the question ofthe diseiples did not re.
late to the end of this waterial world, is further
evidont fromn the fuct, that neither Mark, nor
Luke, in their account of this discourse, say any
thing about the end ofthe world-  Thisfact shows
that they did not understand by this phrase, what
many understand by it inour day. Alark says,.
“And s he went oyt of the temple, one of hus
diaciples saith unto him, 8laster, seo what manner
of stones and what buildings sre hoere! And
Josus answering, said unto hin, Scest thou these
great buildings? there shall not be left ‘one stone
upon another, that shall not bo thrown down.
And as ho sat upon the Mouut of Olives, over
against the temple, Peter, and James, and John,
and Audraw, asked him privately, Tellns when
shall these things-bo ? and what shall be the sign
when all these things shall be fulfilled 7° Mark xiii:
1,3, 4. Luke says,—*And some spake of the

The phrase

behold, the duys will cowo, in the which there

done it unto one ofxhe least of these my bretkren, | B

B3 aroto go to heaven becauss their works Rave been shail not be lefi 000 stone upon anozbel:. that s_h“" 13 futther evideat from the fuct, that the 25th
2 cood. Andsome aroto beexcluded, and go to | B0t bethrown down. Aud they asked him, sayitg, | chapter commences with the word then. The ‘!"‘ 3dth verses,) “Ir o gigtely after the tribula-
§ hell because their works have not been gocd. 3. B'!”"-‘f."b“'- whea shalltheso thingsbe ? and “'has word then 1efers to something which had been (0D nfl.hose doys ('.‘m, days just prceeding the
b8 Sankind aro nat 1o bo saved by grace, nor 151m- | 5ig0 Wik thero be “"}‘"‘ "f“‘ thmgs come lopass” | nreviously stated. * Then,’ When? \What other | Cestinction of Jer asatem) shall the snn be darken-
mortality and endless enjoyment in a future I_'“k" x: 5,7 I.‘ B evident from these quotas | fimp could this sefer to, butthe period which is oo’._und tho me (o v ol ot gwe horlight, andthe
B atate the g2 of God; but these things aro con- | 4ONS: thai tha disciples understood our Lord's| cleaply siated :in tho 24th chapter > It is prety  are shall ful’
discourss to relate solely and entirely to the de.| generally acknowledged at the present dag, that | hesvens ¢
Btruction of tho teayple, and the city of Jetusalem | tho whole of tho 24th chapter relates to the e , appearth
straction of Joursalem. Iftluisbe true, it clearly ‘lht‘n s
seet!
chapter commences, shows conclusively that all } i

In both these chapters our Lord speaks particu-
larly, aud frequently of his coming, He nen
tions it ten timesin the 24th, and six in the 25th);
seo Matt. xxiv. 3,27, 30,37, 39, 42,46, 48, £0, and.
xzv: G, 10,13,19,27,31.  Buthe gives no hint
‘o3 intimation whatever, thatsthe coming mention..
-éd inthe 25th, was any different in its nature. or
‘was to take placoat amy different timo than the
‘cotning spoken of in tho 24th. Again, let itbe
bornwin miod that tha languago of the 24th, ayd
25th.chapters of Matthew. to- whatever it may
relate, was addressed by ourLord to his own im-
wediato disciples, and in the. hearing of uo other
ersons. Now our Lord in-both.chapters ad-
-dressed the disciples as ifho expectod.they wonld
be alive when .thosovents predicted shoald take
placc. Matt. xxiv: 6, *Aund yo sholl hear of
wars, and jumorsof wars.” Verse 15. ‘When ye
thereforo shall sec the abominationof desolation.
Verse 20. ¢ Baz pray ye that your fight be notin
the wintes.' Verzo 23. ‘Then if any man shall
s3y nnto you,” &c. YVerse 33. 'Su likewiso ye

whonyeshall sce all thesolhings,” &c. Maiw xxvi
13. *Watch, therefore ; for ye know neither the
day northo bour whercinhe Son of man cometh.'
Onco more. The instructions which oor Lerd
gives to his disciples are precisely tho sxmo in
both chapters.. In chap. xziv: 42, 44, ho iosists

Aund cost yo the unprofjtablo servant into onter
darkness. there shall be weeping aud gnashing of

styls in the 25th, it 1 evident that what is con-

templo, bow it.was sdorned. with. goodly stones| and enforce the same truths that are contsinedin
and gifts, he said, As for theso things which ye the former Lastly, that theso 1wo chapters form

d ot { Wit shais be wo siezn ot tiy coming, and of tho | ruler vvor hes houscivld, 0 gise thew weat
ond of the (dussson. The suwme duty is nculiated in the | portance as the vne, and nous at alltoa subject
“here, 18 what has jed muny to conclude  25th cjage Tho 14th 1o the J0ule vetso contaius | of such vast, such infinito inportance, a8 the

tho parablo of the wleats. LEvety wno caunsee
that ths purable was designed to onfurce tho same
duty {f faithfulvess. And, again, the Zconse-
quencys which our Lord states would follow ac-
cording as the disciples were watchful and faithful,
or notyare tho came in both chupters. In chap.
xxiv, fom the 46th to tho 51at verse, theso con-
sequefces are clearly stated. *Blessed is that
servarg whorn his lord, swhen ho cometb, shall find
80 dollgs Verily 1say unto you, that he sholl
make iim raler over all his goods. But andf
that gvil servant shall say in his heart, My lord
delaygh lus comiug; and shall begin o smite
his felbw.rervants, and to eat anddrink withthe
drunkqn ; the lord ot that servant shallcomeina
day \vlen ho looketh pot for him, and in an hour
that hsis notaware of. and shall cuthim asunder,
and appoint bum his portion with the hyprocntes.
thero siall by weeping and gnashing of teélh.” In
the 25tk chapter, from the 28th to the 30th verse,
tho sanye consequences aro stated. ‘Take there-
fora thatalent from him. (the slothful gervant)
and gise unto him which hath ten wlents. For
unto esery one that hath shall be given, andhe
shall hjve abuudance:bus from him that hath not
shall be taken away even-that which he hath,

teeth,’ From tho sipilarity of instructions con-
tained-in both chapters, and the peculiarity of the
tained in the 24th is put into a parabohc forin the
25th; and that the latter was designed to ilustrate

one connected discoure upon tho sauie subject,

follows that tho word then, with which the 251}

that is contained in the 2351h, was to be fulfilled
when Jorusalém should bo destroyed.

suryection. Now it 18 thought by those w'
to another world, that itrelatestoa
take place in another world, and
ment i3 to take place immer
resurrection. How thenisitt
tbat Lhrist throughout Lis
entirely silent respecting ¢!
S.1tis also a face, that
parable; norin the wh
connecled. ebout a
Christ 1o bosure,s
nations before b’
ing would to’
resurrection
trary, ho
tima of
wo sl
’

ac gpply it
judgment to
it s judg-
agatly after the
o keaccounted for
whkox discourso was
a8 sesurrection ?
.ratgneword is said in this
Jlediszourse with wchich it ds
Judgment in another world,.
sa8ksaboat tho gatbenng of the
byt he docs notsay this gather-
4o, praco after death, nor after the

+Brms thot it was to tako place atthe
218 coming.
all sca preseotly.

v a2 Anotber important fact is, thay although

upon the duty of his disciples to bo watchful.
‘Watch, therefore; for yoknow uot what hour
yeor.Lozd doth come. Thereforo bo ye also read-
for in such an hour as 3 think uet, the Sor
man cometh,” Inthe25th chapterho insisg
tho eamoedazy. Tho 1st to tho 12th vers
tains tho parable of the wiso and fooltsh
Tho design of this parablo is clear'v
tho moral which Cirist himsell d

A}

Jdork und Luke have recorded the subdlance of schal
& conlained in the 24tk chaplr, yeb.ncther of them

,J hape recorded what is contmned 1n the 25, This

-of | shotwa that in thur eshimationatie 2oth chapier was
Jpon | 3 mere amphfication of the sawme -subject, thatuss
srcon-| treated upon intke 24th,  Howcana bo suppos-
irging. | odnaw, that Mark and Laite, understoed the 2{th
seen from | chaptenio be oo the subject of tho cestracticnof,
s fromit ; | Jocusatern, ond,tha25inon ke sadyceiola Luure. beaxen shail he shoken.  Aad then stall they e
P 9

We have already shown that CF
disciples in both chapters. as ¢
take place during their natn
24th chapier thera is some?
than this

»aoranafutore world.  Oan thecon-.

What ume thiswas to bo.

tisery o tho rest—and yot, that thoy should re.
cord the former, and nottho latter 1 Can it be

iput latie Lo a subjuct of comparaurely Jitle um-

"

uther ?
wmissable.

Such a sapposiwn.s absolutely, inad-

Let us now more partticularly examine the
porable itsolf, and gee ifthere is any thing con.
tained in it, which would lead us to suppose tirat
itrofers to any thing beyond the presant world.
The porable thon commences thus: “When the
Son of man shallcomesn his glory,and alt the holy
angels with Inw, then shall he sit upon the throne
of his glory : Andbefore him shall bo gathered nll
nations,’ &c.  From thisit is ovident that overy
thing contained in the parablewas to take placo
‘ when the Son of man shou!d come in ks glory.
Well, when was this coming to take place ? Tkis
13 80 important question ; because. on the answer
to itdepends the application of the whols para-
ble. Wo presumo 1t'will not bo disputed, that Jes.
us knew as much about the time when ho should
wako his appeatance, as any other persone Let
us then appeal (o his owntestiniony on this point.
Wo have shown that the 24thand 25th chaaters
of Matthew, form ono connected discourse; and
that the coming of Christ is frequently spokon of -
inboth chapters, Well,1s there any thing saig
w oither of these chapters respecting the ¢ 0
when thiscoming wastobe? We answer, {hy
although Jesus acknowledges that the pree g, day
and hour wera known to God only, see “yauhew
xxiv: 36, Mark xiiis 82, yet, ke did gmow 1hat
1twoald take place withiv 2 certain pr 1104 of fime.
and that perlodis clearly stated in -y, chapters.

.eist aadresses his
«'his coming was to
" .eal lives. Butinthe
.atng even more definito

Our Lord s- .y8, (seo from the 29th to

‘1 ffom heavou, and the powers of the
oyl bo shaken; And  then shadl
¢ ngn of the Son of man inhearen: and
teull tnibes of earth mourn, and they shail
.¢ 305 OF BaN coMING 1 the clouds of heaven
i gower and great. glory.  Aund heshallsend g
apgies with a great sound of a trampet, and they
edall gather together his elect from the four winds

2. Anaher fuct whichshows that the parable of yfrom one end of hicavan to the other. Now feain
1Fe sheep and goats has norelation 10 an: Jbor | 2parable of the figreo.:  Wnen hisbranch 1s yet
world is, that not one word 13 saud in Ji¢ para’ Jle.gor }tender and paticih forth leaves, yo knew that
in he 24th and 25th chapters of Matthew ab. ot a rC-i

summer 13 mgh: Solkewiso ye, when ye (the
diseaples) shall see ail these things, knuw that it s
near crea o the doors. Venly 1 say unto you,
This generation shull not pass.till AL.L TRESE THiNoS
befutfiled.’ Compare Mark xni: 24-30. 3ut:n
those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be
darkened, and the moon shall not give hies lighs,
and thestars of heaven shall fall, and the.powers
that are in heaven shall be shaken. And then
shall they sce the Son of man coming inthe
clouds, svith great power ond glory. And then
shall hie send his angels, and shall gather togetner
his elect from the four winds, fromthe ultermos:
part of the earth to the nitermost part of hesven
Now learn a parablo of the fig treas When
ler branch is yer tender, and putieth forth
leaves, ye know that sumuier is near: So ye
in like manner, when ye shall soo these things
como lo pass, know that itis nigh, eren atthe
doors.. Verily 1 say unto you, Tha! this generatioss
shal) not pass, till ave Tnzsk TaIvGs be doue
Sec also Luke xxi. 25-32, *Aad thero shali be
signsn the sun, and «n-tho mcon, and in the
stzray-and upon the carth distress of oations wi*h
perplezity , the seaand.the Saves roaring, wen
tiearts faling them foe fear, and for thoss :5.age
| which are corwng on theearth; for the powera(”




