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there, could bc no signs of the times ; but biecause to-morrouv is fulsded
'within to-day, because hutman nature and it? dcvel.'pment arc under ]aws
'which remain constant frorîx azge to s(gee lecanse, as Carlyle says, " The
centuries arc all lineal children of one another," and buund by the law of
hieredity likc otiter offispring, it becrnes possible, iii niasure, +-b furccast
corning events, to, draw from the -ttudy of past experiences and present
conditions reasonable inferences concerning the future.

Let us glance hastily at, somne of the more significant, changes, which
bave taken pliace duirgp the past, century and note their meaning.

1. Changes whiech nlay l'o czall-d physical. There is nothing more
fundamrental. toucl-i il h circumnstanccs which, affect, ail lr.man beings
than time and space. Tlicy condition ail huînaîi activities, and relation-
ships, and hence to change them is to affect ail hîunan activitica and reda-
tionships. Thîis is the reason that steamn and electrîcity have had sopo
found an influen.ce on modecrn civilization. They bave matcrially changcd
these two great factors that enter into ail. hives. It is as if the eartli ad
been, in two or tbree generations, reduccd to, a mucli sîtna!ler scale and set
spinnincyon its axis at, a far «renter specd. As a resuit, men hiave hoon

bogt into much dloser resationq and the werid's rate of progrea bas
beea wonderfully quickened]. Timie-.cavinig met'aods andi appliances now
crowd into a day l's.ircss whiich a generatien .igo wouid have occupied a
week- or more. -The psgti f the 1Atlantir. 'iliich tonce required veeks,
is now a matter of days. It iq pos i tle in thae United States one
weeky and before the close of the next iii Asia. A littie timne suffices to
compass g-cat events eq wcll as great distances. We rcad of tlic ",Thirty
Years' War" in the seventeenth renturv ; zhe 1'rancu-Prmssian War, which
destroycd one empire an.l crea-tctl ant'm.hr, ivas begurn and iractirailly cnded
in thirty days. By reason of the inecased case of coxumuiiinicatitn lkew
ideSq are more speedily pouaiepublic aîpinion more 'jniclv fornied
and more rendilv exj'rr~sed ; both tiîoughit and as'tiun are stinxulatcd;
reformns are SuonTer ncec"xnplislhed. and great chian.ges f every soit are
crowded intuo as many yc.ar.- Ps once dliev wo'uld biavc reqiiired geneatons
or even centuries.

And it must lbe remerl'eetd thmît thiese qnickening pr.lcesscs arc mlot
yet completcd or thrir result.s fally apipareni Srience is dailv makzing
casier the conquest of space ; andi therc is reason to bohieve tint the vic-
tories of electricitv are only wehl I'P'gln.

Thus these char«,ýing pliysiral i-o-ditiins will continue Vo, rendier the
isolation of any people increxcingh- difficut-a faet, of the utumoa.t iïnpor-
tance to the world's progrra, for isolation irsutits iii stagnation, and we
accordingl- flnd tbat the ririlizalnn,ýi of ail jeaplex ix iinirrsely as M ikr -
Zatimn The conforniation of Europe and the cxccedingr irricgularity of ber
coas& line are favorable Vo the inter.-ourse of ber varins nations with ecd
other and the worid, and E.urope bas devcloprd tbe hig.!pst civilizatiin.
Moreover, tho3o of her peopies wbu arc most favordbly ].ucated for inter-
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