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Let us glianco at tlîat field, wlicI " is te world." TI1Ie first thingr
tlat strikos uls is the groat increase of our kîoldeof the %vorld
ami its inhabitants. A huîîdriedi yCa*s ugo theO vast regiomis of heathezî-
ismn were collll).'17ittiv'Qly a blank tu the ixids of muost Christiajîs. 0f
the lhuîdreds of millions ini Chiina, ive kxilittie bevond time ineagre
information tu, ho gathelredl froni te jouruals of Tihe Poles, and jof
11011an Catholie Missions, and frcnul a fem' traders on the coast, ignor-
ait of the languaga of the people1. Vast tracts of liffia wex*e iun-
troddenl by the foot of our counitrvmeni), whose almost sole concerns
wvexe trade and conqnest. AfliC.4 lla«s.. a t incognito beyond a fewv
miles froxu Egypt anti the Cape, oxcopt for a few bold but imporfect
explorations up ic h ile andi tho Niger. Our inaps of tho intorior
weore oithcr a blaxmk or a blttudçer-doeserts and plains, w'here, lakes andi
rivers, and xontains havo beemi disCovered, ivith a teomîngl( popi»da-
tioln and fertile soil.

This i-ast increase of our knowlcdge akini a twvo-fold way on the
Chîristiani Cliurchi. First, it~ excites interest ini, and, Siupathy fo'r, the
poor and the perishing; and socond, h a-wakens a sense PA responsibility
for thoso wvith, iloni ive socin bi. our kîuowledIge to bc bronghit inito
personal relations. Th~le questioni, 11>h smyniho?"aqie
a newi niecuixg and a widcr sco1)C. Our fellow maxn wlho lias fallonl
aimongf tieves, is novr fouxid by thoe Saniaritan spirit ir. the Churcli,
no!, on the ivav down froîin Jorusulcux to t1he neighiboring, citv, Jerichio;
hoe is î%,111d woliiided by' siny andi robbed. of hiis Divine ixîheritanco bv
tlic idolutries of houthenisiîn andti e decoptions of Ltme false prophet
ini ail lanxds.

T h'Iis feeling of sympathy ani sonse of responsibility arc greatly
ixtensificd. by the facilities for easy and rapid communication wvith all
Imans of tuie -%vor1d. It nakes us realizo that %we arc niow in thiat
i)erio(l of prophetic Ixistomrv, wil ',nany sîmafl 1-n1 to andî f ro, aund
kmowledge shallh b cruc. The wlîole %vor]I1 is now at our dloor.
IL, is oniry a few weeks easy travel by- lamnd or sou to reacli the inost

distant, parts,. liy post ammd tclegraph)lw 'kio% dair wha ae lc
l in th 1o0st renliote regioxxs. XVc secom to hear the sounds of sorrow
au1d woo inx the dark places of the calth and to feel the anxious bcat-
ing of the heuirts of the thousand millions of tlic w-orld's inhuabitants
whio are ignoranit of Godl and of Ilis Christ.
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If wc compare the world a lîîîndrcd ycars ugo with what it is noiv,
thie calis to, work ad senst' of respoxmsibilitx wvill bo iutensified a
thlousaixx fold. Wlîcn our Protestant zmissions begaxi Chinla -%vas
lierniotcally scalcd. It ivas <iath to preaclx the Gospel in Japan.
india was closed against .4 ail nmiisioniaries; OvOJI oui' owI countrymni
Carey, hand to seck, shelter ou a ltte plot of grouxxd owmxod by a forcig-i


