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plIe, or flor the %indication of the riglîts the actual state of parties nnd opinions
of the oppressed. These iiîdccd, iii on tlîi8 subjeet. '%Ve give it froîîî re-
rcforence to the State are political ques- port as sonet biner zîar the point; anI
tions; butin reformne te tic Church, we allude to it atprescnt for the purpose
tlîey arc religions; and they cannet ho of slîewing, tlîat some of the political
overlookcd by the latter, wvitthott an aw- questions whliclî disturb tite Uttionitiuy
ful dereliction of diuty. It is on tliis oftcn hoe expectcd, in their religions
ground that tie question or' slavery hcarings, to disturb ecclesiastical judi-
miglît vcry properly hcecntcrtaiucd by catore; aîîd that tlîis %vill occur in a
a spiritual court; to determiro its moral greatcrdegree in a Churchisubsisting ii,
clîaracteristics-to dleclare what spirit- and spreading itself ovcr, a cougeries
uial discipline isadapted to these,and to of smail rcpubis, having difféecnt po-
make its influence bcar upon civil logis- litical institutions, and occupying diure-
lation that "the oppresged inay ho frce." rent positions iii tlie iarcli of improve-
But, thouglk this ho a vory legritimate mient.
fianctioîî of a spiritual court, iii sucli But beside tliese disturbing inifluen-
ain Asscmbly as tlîat of tlîe Preshyterian ces, flowing fror tlîe externul relations
Churcli of tlîe Uniteti States, it inst of the American Church, thero arc
oftoîî prove very embarrassing. This otlîcrs arising from its owvn proccedings
seenied to ho particularly feit in tlîe last aid policy not lcssecmbarrassing.- Itap-
Asscmibly on tlîe question of slavery, a péars tUnat for a number of ycars past, it
terni, whIose repulsiveassocia-t'ions, have lias heen customary to admitministers of
of' late been attempted to ho soflcned tlîe Congregational body, as ininisters of
by connccting with it the epithet ii<b- Preshyterian congregrations, and imcm-
mestic." Itw~as repotcthtat thcuin- bers of Churcli courts. Reasons, very
istcrs and cormmissioners froin the Slave- specious in the circumstances of tlîe A-
holding states, liad instructions from nierican Church, miglit lie adduced iii
their Pre.,hyteries to wvitlîdrawv from support of sucob a mnasure. Tlîe Con.
the Assembly, in the evont of tlîat ques- gregrational body, in geneial, adliere to
tien baing, cntertaiîîed at ail, on tlîe tlîe samae doctrinal standard as tlîe Pros-
ground tlîat it wvas a purely civil ques- byterian; iL is very numcmouscspecially
tion belonging to tlîe legislatures of in tlîe NEnglnnd States; auidit miglit
theso states, amd xiot witlîin tlîe jîiris- have scemed to mnany, a stop towvardt1iat
diction of n ceclesiastical court. Wle unity iii Uic Cliorci wvhich pions minds
inany comnîissioners froui the states ini so ardently desire and pray for, to over-
whicli slavery does neot exist, wvere de- look,, in their agreement on doctrinal
tcrmined, if possible, to obtain from thie points, thîcir disagreemnent on thie miner
Asscnîblv a declaration, tlîat, any mem- questions of ecclesiastical govmrment,
ber of tic Clîurch, holding slaves, %vas and to desiderate mnutually tîxe enjoy-
guilty of an inimorality, and amienablo ment of ministerial communion; besides,
to discipline. llatween tlese extremes, it often happened ainidst tîmeir fluctu.
wve undcrstood, there wvas a iniddle par- ating population, ever hiving into îe%%,
ty, wvlose ohject %vas not to compromise Settlements, tlîat Congregationalists aîîd
the Assenibly on eltimer side, but to get Preshyterians, fouzid a honie in thie same
rid of the question by somne gencral and locality, umited for tlîe attainmient of
evasive resolutiomi. A casual obscrver divine ordinances, and obtained a minis-
cannot, of course, affirna that tîmis ivas ter froin one Cliorch or tie otlcraccor-


