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RUDIMENTS OF CHURCH POLITY,.

didates for popular favour. Wholly to preclude this
an‘;Slsu}nhappy tendency is indeed impracticabie on
Whichc leme ; yet we should ce\jlamly avoulq systen:
Person, ;n a dlyg(:l and p(_\wertul ‘manner, stimulates
foung ?i ambition, Neighbouring congregations,
grud ed on the congreguational principle, hardly avoic
ons ges E}nt.l disagreements, transmited ofien {rom
hordﬁz‘-;ﬂelrauon to anotuer, like the feuds of Arabian
tated by I‘ben again, the spirit of this systew, irri
- b}’? false jealousy on the subject of the rights
on ‘t’g‘ﬂﬁc1ence, mpels division and separatien, often
Sonalutl,z-“ 8rounds  Dislikes or predileciions, per-
burts ickerings, and famiiy discords, lead to out-
Sis of mdependency; and thus a sect propuagates it-
b , ot always by natural grqwlh or of_f>et, like atree;
ani y blsectAon or rending, like certain orders of the
!mal kingdon,
clicluding then the arbitrary theory which insulates
s\lmin""“gregation, and makes it a chuich; and as-
“eivhbg that the comununion and organizaiion ol
Spezief’u?m-g congregations necessarily involvessome
o o; ol hierarchical combination, we hm{e to make
dis!incf'e between those two schemes which (small
Ciples lons overloolked) embudy the only zeneralprin
press we can well have recourse to, that is to say,
Yterianism and episcopacy.
(t) €cide between the two on the ground of the an-
Usage of the Church, might seem an easy thing
Se who are conversant with the Christian litera-
Of the first three centuries. The broad conenr-
evidence which favours the episcopat form ot
o iment may indeed (like every other kind of evi-
E € 0n every sort of subject) be excepted against in
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Alliculars, or be evaded, or rendered seemingly am-
'BUous, by cross circamstances. Butstill, those who
€ad church history purely aswmixtory, and who care
dUle what present interest it may favour, will not, we
:‘“agine, hesitate to conclude that, nine out often of
‘ge churches of the first century were episcopal; or
lu:t Nineteen out of twenty of x.huse of the second cen-
ft)ry’ and almost all of the third acknox\'lg(lzed this
ma‘;{ ol government. The orTnonoxy of the great
are :“?( Christians in those ages, and their Episcopacy,
Nicmo prominent facts, that meet us, direclly or im-
thoge t)". on almost every page of the extant remains of
Same imes,  The sane method of quotation, and the
i"gen’,n1sfepresenta}1()xl of evidence,which enabled lhf
top, lous author of the “History of Early Opinions”
oW a shade over the first of these important facts,
. Onc:‘?ﬂ. le an opponent of episcopacy to put us in doubt
g Qg the second. But no method sanctioned by
aud honesty will do it.
other hand,if a choice were to be made be-
®piseq WO sctoan porMs of presbyterianism and of
Pacy, whereof the first admits the laity to a jus
!ra:i?,),"sé"“c place in the management and adminis-
Jeets allos lhe.()hun:h, while the second'absolule.ly re-
Ushishe uch influence,and at the same time retains,for
4 ur, y Ps,the baronial dignities,and the segu)ar splcn-
ageg! tksl‘ll”p'ed by the insolent hicrarehs of the middle
Culg ’SOnQ." indeed the balance would be one of a diffi-
COrreqyjch and unless there were room to hope for a
a l!mdn and reform of political prelacy, an houest
s“bstamie?‘b(:h"s“a" mind would take refuge in the
at ‘: enefits of presbyterianism.
Person, ~Y§{em which places a living centre as the
2 preg t" Ject of reverence and love in the room of
wgic Ze‘ry, OT a convocation, secures an advantage
°“ght{o‘:,e°:§ as humgn nature remains \x'!xat it is,
indeed lh;l?mfdm the highestprice. Iiis grant-
cienlly, an Cec esiastical business may be managed
l‘esbym,;‘ but ilc‘i’snomlcally, and equilably, by a
thown Motive of Our";f;itrmed, on thehstreng.h of the
Olegoeg benefits of ure, thai snch a management

ar, e 't a refined sort, which sprin
ound a patriarchical chajr.— prve or
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Toassign to all the same duties, and toreduce all
‘0 the same level, is to affront reason and natore inan
cgregions manner.  ‘The Church necds services tobe
pertormed, not ol one kind, but' of many ; and nature
ictually provides persons adapled to that diversity of
service. Awong fifty or a hundied elerical persons,
some Willbe found whose bold and ardent zeal calls
theminiothe field ot labour and danger in carryingthe
Gospel upon new ground; some, whose taste fur intel-
jectual pursuits, and whose faculty of acquisition,
mark them for the closet, or forthe chair of catecheti-
cal instruction ; some, whose powers of utterance and
flow of soul challenge them for the pulpit; some,
whose gentleness of spirit, and whose placid skill, fit
them for the difficult task of the personal cure of'souls ;
some, whose philanthropy and self-denying love for-
bid them to be happy any where but among the poor
and wretched ; and some, moreover, although itbe a
few, whose calmness of judgment and temp:r, whose
comprehensiveness of understanding, whose paternal
sentiments and personal dignity, declare them,without
mistake, to be destined to the throne of government.
We may decry episcopacy ; but the Lord sends us
bishops, whether or not we will avail ourselves of the
boon. *

The Church has great need to use a much more
wise economy of the various talents committed to her
trust than any existing religious community exerei-
ses.  On all sides, there is a most wasteful neglect of
diversified abilities. Systems which, for the saving
of some fond hypothesis, confound all nataral distinc-
tions of temper and power; and enforce an equality of
rank, and au identity of employmeut upon all official
persons, obstruct the common benefit, and hinder the
]:Jrrogress ofthe Gospel, ina degree notio be calculated,

he economy of powers, and the division of labour,is
no where mere imperatively needed than within the
Church. Whatever may be ambiguous in the Pau-
line epistles, this surely is prominent, and unguestion-
able, that 1he apostle—always remarkable for his
prompt good sense, and his respect for the actual con-
stitutions of nature, recognises the diversity of gifls
and powers, and supposes that this diversity, which
springs [row the Sovercign Wisdom, is to be turned
to the best account possible in prownoting the great and
various purposes of the Gospel. Weneed ask for no
oltber argument in favour of episcopacy. Many have
the gifts requisite for the ordinary duties of a Chris-
tian teacher;nut a few may beneficially administer the
iuterestsof'a small cirele; but itis only a few—yet
there are such, who can sustain the burden of exten-
sive government. 'T'be several parts of our argument
converge here upon our conclusion.—If the Chris-
tians of a city or district are numerous, and consti-
tute many congregations, these congregations must
combined under some fixed system of organization.—
An organization of many congregations includes the
association and co-operation of all clerical ferscns
within such a circle, or diocese.—The combination of
clerical persons, their concord, the distribution of
services, and the apportionment to the highest advan-
tage of their various talents, demands a centre of
control, and an efficient administrative authority.—
We may, it is true,stopshort in a government by a
council, or committee, or presbytery. But we dobet-
ter in following the indication of nature, and the ana-
logy of civil atfairs, and in placing the supreme admi-
nis ritive power in the hands of a Father and Shep-
herd.—Such, as we cannot doubt, was the practice of
the primitive Churches, * *  »

* The few remarks which we intended to subjoln, illustrat-
ing the fact thit the Presbyterian Government of the church of
Scotland, is this scriptural episcopucy, and ensures all its ad-
vantages, free from the evils of the Popish scheme---we must
defer till next number. Ed, Ex,
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