THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.

«f which indeed we Liave alveady too a-
bundant evidence, that imultitudes, even
in their reiigion, havetae world m view:
and to tiseinywhen religon is stripped of
golden charms, she has little else toat.
tract and engage their active exertions
i hier favour, No truly pisus nund can
wish to see tie Lord's vineyard supplicd
withlabourers on these tenms ; for then
it weuld no longer be o scene ivveste

with pecolizr sanctity and clevation, in
whicl: the secularism of the werld dwin.
dles into nothing i the nresence of ob-
Jects of a purer nature, and surpassing
value.—But.secondly,the Cherch might
be sufiiciently supphed with ministerial
candidates, were o deep fecling of the
cternal value of the goszel to prevail a-
mong Christian parents.  Frem lively
grautude on account of theinestimable
blessings which they themsclves derive
from it,{romanardent desire that others
may parlicipate in tie same blessings,
they might fee! it to be a duty to briag
into the sanctuary of Gad one of their
children, to serve beforethie Lord all the
days of nis life.  We have thear these
two motives wingh m: uwee pa-
vents in a Christian community o edu-
cate their children for the sacred office;
numely, on one hand, a desice of obisin.
ing for thom a comzetens diving 1 on
the othen the nobke de.ire of providing
roppers for the fiehiin which are gari-
cred inueortal souis, e one molive,
existing vrmodiicd und lone is mest
hizmeabdle, inaziuen as it regardsthe
saered office in no olher Jinlt thraa se-
caiar calling, andistemperal advante-
gres its chief attractien ; the other mo-
tive, in so {ur as the Christion parent is
concerned, i most praiseworthy, inas-
much as it overlooks wll meaner consi-
derations, and secks only to express its
own grateful emotions to the Lord o!
life, by providing ansgent to advance
his kingdorr. From sach 2 mothe.
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therefore, ought the Ciiristian parent to
et in the dedication of his son to the
senvice of the aliar, and nuthing short of
this should ever lcad him to destine a
cLild of his to an ofiice in which the res-
poasibilities are so momentous,

I conelusion, let it be observed that
tie subject now exmmined is of high
practical importunce to the Church. It
15 the duty of'its members to know what
ageney Christ has appointed to Cisse-
mnete s gospel throngloat the world,
for on them is devulved the ruising vp
and wudntepance of this agency. A
mistuiie here is prognant with the most
alarming conzequences o the cause of
religion, We must Liow how to detect
the enthusizsm which pretendsto inspi-
ration; to expose e presuinpition which
selsup its own orude fancies n oppesi-
tion to sober reason end the oracles of
God; to dizcover amonz the various
plans et to our discretion, that which
shall be most eliicicnt to promote the
caurcot'truth,  If'the opinion ever find
faveur, that it is of litdle importance
whiat the qualificitions of the Ministers
of reiision be ; thut the discoveries of
the book of God are so trivizl that any
ore way untekl them ; that itis a2 mat-
ter of sinzll moment whetlhier those who
siall conduct the services of the sanc-
tuary in the next generslion, be mon off
rarrew and unenitivated minds, orlozian-
ed iz ail the science of the age—conge-
quences the most dizastrous cannot fiil
o ensue,  Were such sentiments to
prevail in this Province, when every
iing yot remains to be done for esta-
blishing schouls and universities from
which the Church may draw hersupplics
ol qualified teachers, wenight fear thet
they naver would Le established in any
proper cificicncy—and that our descen-
dants might yei relapseinto heathenism
and barbarity, were it not for some gui-
ding light that might be borrewed from




