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II.

HE peoples of
Burma are not
all Burmese.
We have al-
ready- seen that
the unrivalled
opulence of its
soil attracts
year by yeara
ceaseless in-
flux of many
other Asiatic
races. The caste peoples of India
still hesitate to incur the odium of
crossing the * foreign water,” and
until the railways of Burma are
linked up with those of Assam and
Bengal the high-born Kshatriya
caste, and the haughtier Brahmin,
will be no frequent migrants into
the Irawadi plain, which first
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they entered by the land roure
centuries before the birth of Christ.
They are to be found in the coast
ports, striving with the immense
Moslem population for the rewards
of trade. But the bulk of the Hin-
du settlements are of little social
account, although they hold with
unfaltering tenacity to the customs
of their race.

The Chinese, too, swarm up the
coast from Singapore, and there arc
indications that, in the new ethnic
struggles, which this contact of race
with race engenders, the pure Bur-
mese are destined to be absorbed.
Out of this commingling of human
elements a new race will one day
spring into being. For—as may be
seen also in the West—the capable
Burmese woman has come to learn
that the astute Chinaman is a better
mate, because a more masterful,
than the casy-going, listless youths
whom she has watched from child-
hood. And their offspring, inherit-
ing the strength of both parents,
may one day prove to be the arbiters
of the future of the land. )
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