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VILLAGE LIFE-- IN S\VITZERLAND.

l'\' EWAN '1ACPHIERSON.

SIISS PEASANT.

Thle Swiss are not a people that
dwell in cities. Aithoughi for
three centuries tiuey bave been
reckoned anuong the nuost skilful
artificers in Europe, still the old
love of free mountain atmospluere,
as wvell as the fact thiat the Swiss
aire stili niainlyv a pastoral people,
lias kept tluem from- crowdingr into
large towns. Besides the few
grreat centres of population at
Geneva, Basel, Berne, Zurich, and
N,\euichatel, tiiere are liere and
there, as at Chaux-de-Fonds, witu
its bouses alimost ail windows.
whiere busv, delicate fingyers keep
workixug at hiairspring and flywheel
as long< as davlig-ht lasts, or at

Saint Gall, where the exquisite
Swiss mutslins and emibroideries
are wroughlt in the hiomes of the
people, commutnities large enough
to be calleci important cities; bt
thiese are exceptions. Large fac-
tories of an,, kind are hardir to be
found outside of l3asei and Z7urich.

But neither are the Sîviss dwell-
ers ini isolatedl homiesteads. Mu-
tuai piotection ivas, miost probablv ,
the originial reason for the exist-
ence of flhe thousands of villages
that lie scattered over thie siopes
ani along the vaîlcys of the Alps.
Tfle village schiene of life, more-
over, corresponds to two strongy
tendencies of the Swiss nature.
Tlie Switzer is econom-icai to a
niarvel, and lie loves the comi-
panionship of his fellow-iren.

Those vast glittering ice-
nuonsters crecping so deliberateiy,
but so irresistibly, dow'n from tlic
gyiant nuountamn tops have left but
littie space for tillage or for graz-
inýg, so tluat the people who would
,%vin a subsistence frorn the soul of
the Glacier Land can do so only
1w bestowý%ingl upon it infinite la-
bour and infinite care.

Within an area of barely i5,Soo
square mniles, Switzerland holds a
population of neariv 3,000,000,
made up frorn thrce distinct races.
speaking tliree living, lanuguages
Nvithi nurnerous dialectic varia-
tions, professing, Catluolicismi and
thrc different formis of Protestant-
isiiu. Much diversitv in mianners
and customs 15 only to be expected.
Yet a strongly-marked character
there is. conunon to life iii ail
Swiss villagres. The air of soler.
thoughl cheery, content of quiet,
unpreteiutious. demiocratic digynitv.
of studious thrift. belongs to the
nature of the people., the signs of


