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the breath of life? And when dust returns to
uust, he also is restored once more to his first
home, after having served his great purpose ia
the household of natnre—nct to rest or perish
for ever, but to begin again the cternal course
through death and life—~M. S. De Vere.

A SPIRITUAL BODY.

As spirit serving the flesh is not unsuitably
named carnal, so flesh serving the spirit is
rightly named spiritual; not because changed
into spirit, a3 some suppose from the words of
Scripture,—tIt i3 sown a natural body, it is

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

raised a spiritnal body,”—but because, with
perfect and most wonderful facility of obe-
dience, it will be subject to the spirit, s0 as
completely to fulfil the serenely calm volitions
of a never-ending immortality—all feeling of
uneasiness, all possibility of decay, everything
that clogs its motions being done away.—Au-
gustine, book xiii, chap. 23.
DEATH IN EVERY PART OF US.

So many members as we bave, so many
deaths have we. Death peeps out at every
limb.—LZuther,

Griginal Shntlitudes.

INFID2L Y.

Amid the ocean amass.ce iceberg floats, Its
base is sunk far down in the dark deep, and its
head islifted high above thowaters. It glitters

. in the light of the sun with strange beauty and
grandeur ; but its characteristic is icy coldness;
and when gxllant ships are struck by it they
become total wreeks. Like the iceberg, infi-
delity is partly bidden in gloomy depths of
nysticismm, and psartly scen in lofty pride of
intcllect. It sparkles in the rays of genius
with singular fascination and brightness; but
it glows not with love, and it works not for
good ; it is cold as death, and when men are
smitten by it they soffer extinction of spiritual
Tife, destroyal of the beautiful hope of glories
and joysin eternity. P. J. Waicur.

FAITH, HOPE, AND CHARITT.

A trec is sometimes found which grows a
certain height in oneness, and thence in tvan
stems, spreading out goodly branches, and i
ing skyward. Like thisremarkable wee, Fait.,
firmly rooted in Jesus Christ, waxes strong,
and develops Hope and Charity, blessing man-
Xind tith benignant influence, and aspiring
from carth to heaven. Into.

THE NISD.

The operations of the human mind &re quick-
¢r than the lightoing shot from the bow of the
thunder. Inip.

THR PROGRESS 0P SIN.
Xan’s downward course is made by very im-

perceptible steps, and he does not become aware
of the rapid strides he has made uatil scme
dread calamity bursts upon him like a storm
cloud ; just ag the minute hand of the clock
glides noigelessly along, and we are only in-
formed that an hour is passed by the loud stroke
of the bell. Ioip.

SUPERTICIAL XNOWLEDGE.

When the evening i3 waning and twilight
appears, and the stars are beginning to emit
their uncertain light, how indistinct are the
objects which surround us! How readily our
imagination works them up into hidcous mon-
sters of all shapes and sizes! This is the re-
sult of a litte light. So it is with a littie
knowledge, which is the light of the soul. In
such an uncertain light—a light shaded and
obscured by the massive barriers of pride and
sin, how can the grand cconomies of nature
and grace appear otherwise than a con-
fused system, possessing no beauty of arrange-
ment—a ghastly monster of contradictions?.

Imip.

LIPE AND PORCE.

How ponderous is & steam engine! With
what ease it performs the labor of many hun-
dred men! Yet one man will outlive many
Steam cngines. The power of force is greater
to look at, bt the power of lifc is greater in
reality.  Yea, the power in thesimplest plantis
more wonderfal in its kind than the most
powerful machinery. Ism.

Sabbat) Beabmgs.
ThE BLESSEDNESS .O—FDEPARTED SAINTS.

" Ard T heard & voloe from Leaven saying unts me, Write, Blexsed ase the dead which die in ¢t~ Lagd
trom henoeforih : Yoo, saith the Spind, that they may Test from thedr Jabours; and their v otka do

follow them."—REY, xir. 13

Trz nightis cloudy, but it is not dark. The
moon is receiving the sanlighton her own dise,
and pouring down, 2t second hand, through in-
tervening vapours, as much of the precious gift
a3 suffices toshow the traveller his path on the
surface of the carth. Some of those cloads that
career actoss e sky ’re thick aad bdlack,
while others are more or less bright, acconding
%0 the ¢egree of their density. Here and therc
the shaggy covering of the sky is rent, for

fer moments, right through, and an irregalar
ragged spot of blue appears.  In that spot yoa
desery a glittering spark. It is a stariying in
the deep of heaven, scen through a rending in
the cloudy veil.

Like such a sky in sach = night is the Book
of the Revelation of Joha, In the main, itis
anallegory. A drapers of cloud is intentonally
drawn acress the heaven from honizon to hori-
ton; aad yet the pilgtim underneath is not left



