home, and found a grave!—But, fur the
most part, the victims were “~trangers in a
strange land® and little wili ever be hnown
respecting them.  Over some the desolate
survivors will shed bitter tears, but others,
who have not even one friend left to weep
over the emigrant’s tomb. will lie nncared-
for in an alien land. But in that for-
awav land whence they ear e—in some
crowded “cloze” or sequestered glen,—
there are eyes that wili pay to their mem-
ory the loving tribute of sorrowing aflec-
tion, snd hearts and homes that will be
desolated perhaps for lite,—when the ter-
rible tidings shall arrive. May He who
dried the tears of the wee ing household at
Bethany be the stay and suppost of all
the wourners bereaved by this ~ad calam-
ity.

It wou'd be casy to sentimentalise at
length on such an event as this, but we
have something to do with it more inti-
mately concerning ourselves ! 1< there any
car so deaf that it cannot distinguish the
solemn notes of warning that speak {rom
the wreck of that burned stcamboat,—
words uttered on a similar occasion by
Him who “spake as never man spake”—
“Suppose ye that these Galileans were s'n-
uere abave all the Galileans because they
suffered such things? Hell you,nay; but,ex-
cept ye repent.ye shall all hkewise perish.”
“Be ye also ready.”--Are not the warning
words sufficientiy distinct. sufficiently start-
ling to awaken every slumbering con-
science out of its guilty repose 7 Are there
not amnng those who mnay read these pages
some who on that faal day were jour
neying by land or water and in at ieast as
great apparent dasger as those to whom
the morrow never came?  And would you
have been ready, had the unexpecicd sum-
monscome toyou 1 Ifconscicnce answers
“no,” think whatis your poxition, your turn
might have come. may come soon;—
«What shall it profita man if he shall gain
the whole world and luse his own soul.”—
Let not another night pass over you and
find you in thisstate.  Ifbusiness engrosses
you, lay it aside fora time; no business
can be so important 3= that of sccuring
cternal weal instead of cternal woe, your
Heavenly Father's loving favour instead of
His offended frowvn.  Lose not a moment in
making your peace with God*  The wing-
cd thunderbult, the poisoncd shaft, that is o
lay you low, may be even now on its way,
and, ¢re you are aware, may fix your con-
dition for eternity. Oh, then, for your soul’s
make, for the ke of Him who dicd for
yau, let pot xeep again visit your cyclids
till you have hrought your sink where there
is such full xnd free remission, and, | aving
the downwand path, haveentered carncestly
and truly on the way of Eternal Life.  The
piesent, and the presemt alone, is yours.
*“God now commandeth all men cvery-
where to repent.”

There are other lescons of 2 very grave
nature to be learned from the late catas-
trophe.—In common with many other re-
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cent incidents, it has brought o lighta start-
lingamount of immorality,—irreligion,reck-
lessness and want of principle,—which is
becomivg frightfully common 1 our coun-
try.  Wehaveall heard or read of dangers
far more desperate, positions far more
hopeless, in which heroic valour has been
satled lorth and daring hearts have aved
tftom the wpending, 1t seemed, inevitable
danger.  But, in the burning of the Mon-
treal, who can read without burning indig-
nation the narrative of .he want of up-
tightuess, recklessness and disregard  of
human life in circomstances where 1t would
have seemed that without the greatest
carclessness and infatuation nearly ali, if not
all, of those two hundred and ity human
veings niight have been saved 5 or of the
cold-hearted robhery that, instead of aiding.
thought only of robbing the victims. We
do not wish to mark out those concerned
as examples of sigral wickedness, Tt is
but an index of the time. Unfaithfulness,
roguery and crune seem to be umversally
prevalent, and infidelity and irreligion are
extending their deadly influcnce v every
direction. And yetwe hear of much goemd
being done, of philanthrophic enterprines
undertaken, of earnest fabours pursued
for the good of rouls.  Bui, whatever is
done, we see plainly that there 1= much,
muck more to be done.  Surely, thea, we
are all called upan for redaubled exertion
w ever: depanment of Chnstan labour.
The young especinlly are yet within our
reach.  Itdepends much on our care for
thens now, whcther they shall grow up re-
spectable and Chishan citizens, or un-
prncipled and immoral, to flll our prisons
and penitentiaries, or to cause in future
years more such * accidents” as the one
we have been considering.

The carnest Ceerl remarks that ¢ such
i> the state of the world and so much de-
pends on action that cverything seems to
say loudly to every man, “ Do somcthing,
do it, do 1. More emphaucally than ever
this call is now addressed 1o us.  And, if
every Christian reader of the Preshyterian
would now risc and go forth with rencwed
determination to % do something™ and to
do his utmost, what blexsed results would
follow ! Think how many centres of Chris
tian influence would be zeattered  through-
out the land, spreading their ever widening
undulations ull at last the bnght circies
should mect and intermingle. We are res-
ponsible for aurinflucnceover athersas well
as for ourindividual actions. Thisisa con-
sideration calculated to =xaite us to the
greatest activity and zeal of wlich we are
capable. [t us not become “ weary n
well domng,” but rather go on with deutle
vigour, “ remembering the words of the
Lord Jesus haw He sud ™ « Work while |
W ix day, for, behold, the night cometh when |
no man ¢an work.”

“Think nm. of rost, though dreams be sweet,
Start up and ply vour heavenwand feet ;
Is not God's aath uposn Four head,
Nc'er to sink back on slothful bed.
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Never again vour loins untie,
Nor let your torches naste and die,
Til}, when the shadows thickest fall,
Ye hear your Master's midnight call.”
OxoMaA.

MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

COMMITTEE OX FOREIGN CHURCHES.
FIANCE.

Tk Convener of the Committee on Fureiun
Churches is persnaded that the followang adn-
rable. comprehensive and engouraging vien of
the labonrs of aur brethren of the Nativaal
Reforwed Church of France will be perused
with great interest  The paper 15 tran<mitted
for the purpose. if pogsible, of awahening aud
giving practical cffect to the wmterest wlich
was cvoked in every busom by the suceesene
appearances of the ministers thoy deputed 0
represent them in the General Assombly - Twice
have they appeared  there within  three
years: twice have they reccived assurances
of sympathy wd prowses of support. and
not once. ver. have the eircumsiances
of the Chureh sermed to warrant a colloe-
tion or an) cffort whatever in their favoar.
The Commitiee are i hope that snch a proot of
our s¥inpathy might soon be ashed, and general-
1y ami libeeally mven.

The Central i’rotestart Society for Preacking
the Gospel was tounded in 1837,

The Contession of Faith prefixed to its con-
stitution enacts that, in order tobe a member of
the Saciety, there must be an adkesion to the
great doctrines of Christian orthodony.

The object of the Society, in terme of its regeu-
lations, is tolabour fur the development of faiti
and life in the bosom of the families of France;
to seck their cxtension by all meth. s which,
in God's providence, |resent themeelves, but
methods which mudt alnars be in accurdance
with the Iaw of the land, and the princij les and
practice of evangelicsl churcles.

To attain this twofold abjeet, the Society has
instituted and mamtaing two deparunents of
labour.  With the view of prometing the inte-
vior development of churches already formed,
it endeavours to provide for the spiritaal wants
of those numerous Protestants that are seatiered
over every part of the French soil by sccuning
that they are visited by ministers or micsonaries,
and cnjox the benefits of public worshay where-
cver the means and the permission to cstablich
it can be procured.

To provide for the increase of these congrega-
tions, the Souciety cherishes and confirms thie reli-
gious movements which from time to time take
place among the Reman Catholic population,
or endeavaours to form new congregations from
that source, and provide them, as its means
allow, with ministers and teachers, and what-
cver their spiritual welfare and special circum-
stances appear to require,

These two ohjects of the Society, distinet in
principle, are almost uniformly found onc in
reality—the new Catholic statione stirring up
the zcal of their Protestant hrethren; and their
churches in return forming a nucleus o which
Romanistz resort for susiruction, and atiach
themselves ultimately in communmion,

The Seciety. which was divided, at it
commencement, into five scctions, at present
comprises eight . Paris. Bordeaux, Normandy,
Middle-west, Santh-west, Bexsmn and Vannayc.
These sectione are directed by a genetal comnmat-
tee. which wnects at Paris three times 2 year,
and by & permancnt commission by winch the
Iabours of the whole aredirected,

in this armanpgement. simple at once and
cfective, the Socicty foliows those old and
revered Churches of France which it labuvurs
to serve, and before which it is ready to retire,
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