
TH E MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

pericnced in giving tlian la reoiving;
for the dlisposition that proinpts to tho
gencrous dced le capable of larger on-
joynients. Froni the nature of things
tho seltisli mnaî canniot bo truly happy.
He liyon foir limsolf, laburs and toile for
hiniseif .and tho very act of receiving
and lîoardiiig eorcises a dleinoralizing in-
fluence over hie opiritual and moral
nature. He gradually Mille out every
rnanly and noble sentiment of hie soul,
and soon hie begins to de*,pise huiseif andý
suspect others. Jionest in hie dealinge,
truthiftl ia hie words and loud iii hie
pretentions, hie inay presuade hie neigli-
bore that; lie is prosperous and coatented,
yet the constant yieiding to an over-
powering <lesiro for gain destroys the
subjective capacity of eujoyment. As
well niiglit you expect to find a suînmer's
rose blooming and flourishiag in the
winter's froste and saow as to find peace
and satisfactioli in the selfieli souI. Gos-
pel fruit cannot grow on sncb a soil.

The blesixg le pronounced only upon
thomn who give a.nd who deliglit to give.
One of tbe grand characteristics of Christ
was the disposition to give. He freely
ga-ve Hie tears, Hie eymnpathy, Hie labore,
Hie sufferlng? and dcath; and He gives
His Spirit te awaken, to sanctify and
savo Rie people. He giv~es pardon and
pence, coinfort Pnd consolation, joy and
gladnese to ail wbe, accept Him. as their-
Saviour.

That inmd whicle was -in Christ. will
also be la i people. To be Christians
we muet bc like Christ in our views and
feelings, in our habits and-désires. 'Freely
ye have received, freely give. " The masn
who gives cheerfully has *a disposition
whioh, le Oodlikte in- its chaàra&Àei, ahàc
tendencies and,' poscibilities. "«God ià
love': <"GQd se loved the- world that*He gave His only begotten Son." "The
love of'Christ constraineth uis." Love ýs
servico. Love le an active,, busy operativo
prlndiple. It gives ltselffuway. tfinàs
pleasure in working aud spending. I-te
hyPiness is la doing Spod, It feels riglit

because it acte riglit. What at fire was
a dutty lias becoîne a plcasuro. Tho great
niiotivo-poeor, the govornizng, guiding
principle of lifo le love-love to God and
love to man. This love le tho fruit of

.-Qod's love for us: - We love HM, be.
cause Ho firrt loved us."

Blessed thon is tmo heart di,3peeed to
give, blessed the mani whlo lias. sucli a
hicart, blessed because of the character
that aseituilates te God aad seures tho
Lord'e approval. Cursed le t'ho hieart
demoralized by selflhness.
IT IS MORE BLESSE» TO BIE ENVTIE rosiriof

TO GIVE.

Giving iinplies ability-inplies the
possession of that eut of wvbich we can
give. WVc cannot give wvhat wo <Ie net
pessees. Money is a talent and the capa-
biîity ef acquiring nieney is aise a talent
eabrmeted by God. Blessed le lie who
lias both the talent and the desire te use
it properly. Poverty le net necesisarlly
a blessing. If a nian's peverty bas coe
through idleness, extravaganxce or dissi-
pation lie cannot enjey the bles8ing which
lie enjoye who bas by persevering indus.
try and ecenemy accumulated that eut
of which lie freely gives.

If a max ieI in a condition la which lie
ean assist others hoe sheuld be prefeundly
thankful. There are very feiw who oan.
net premote the interests of ethers and
the cause of Christ. If we are net ricli,
we can do wbýt we,çan and receive the
blessin'g. "f'ur if there bo firet a.willing
mimd, It le 4çcçp.ted arcolýding te -that. a
man bath, anid net accerdiug .t that. ho
bath net."

TRERLE 18 TEE BiLESSED ItENARD..

God lins attached large and preelioi
blessinga te -liborsel -gi-ring, andi feaful
consequenes t<o dishonèst ;withholding-
and-all -"the promises ef led -are ia
Chrmst Jesse, yea, and in -Hlm aâmen. 'f
Weare msxred that, .«" The . liberal- seul
shail be niake fàt ýancI he that -watoreth
shahl be watered aise himaself.! "R'eH
that toweeth bonntifully shah. reap also
bountifully. , ed loveth the, cheerful


