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appreciate. Mamma, for one, could not see anything
amusig about at, and she proceeded o disentangle the
children, her energy being stinalated by the enies which
proceeded from Adolphe, who was not only at the hot
tom of the heap, but whose face was dark enough o
sugaest mminent danger of strangulation. A\t last the
heap was resolved into ats component parts, and Adolphe
serambled to s feet: bt even then his face did not
assume a particularly bnlhant compleston, and as mam
ma noted his hair, which was @ mass of jet-black  kinks
of extreme tghtness, she deterined that he might not
have been in danger of  stangulation after all, for
Adolphe's ancestors had evidently emigrated. probably
under compulsion, trom Afnica’s sunny chimes, and had
preserved moall s intensity the ozigmal family com
plesion,

Withm o veny few hours maunnma was thoroughly
ashamed of hersel! for the heartsinkimg and subsequent
mdignation which Tollowed this discovers. In these
couvler moments she saw clearly that Adolphe s eatrac
tion had not prevented his bemng a bhoy of eniusite man:
ners, a carnage more graceful than that of cither of he
own childicns an mpocent. honest, duld fuce, and o
voice that was music idtself.  But within a moment of
her first full view of Adolphe, she had the elbow ot
Fred's jaket ight between her thumb and fore finger,
and wos moving o the front parlour with a tread so
determmed that Fred was tamtied even out of asking
what was the occaston of the demonstravon. The shd-
ng-doors were closed with a erashe Fred was quickly
twitched mto a chan m some way that he did not exactly
understand, and then he saw before hon his mamma
with eves ablve and uphified finger. and heard her
\.’l) .

* How could yvou do n?

o what 27 asked Fred. hurrvang through his iind
to recall the Laest dreadful act of his own that had not
vet been discovered. and that he had not collected cour
age 1o confess

Do what * 7 cechoed mamma ~o louwdh and <harph
that Fred shivered uncontrollably. “Then munma paced
to and fro wath her hands behind her back and Fred
confided to Bertha ai bed-time that mamma looked  just
ternble while she was domg itc Fhen mamma repeated.
* Do what * 7 hetore Fred had recared from the first
shock Camd, as che contmucd her walk, she nnagmed
wist how Elhe, who came of ot ade Lo, would  telt
her mamma that the Mavhurn children mvited  hitde
darhies 1o thar house, and Ellic s mammia would tell
every one she hnew, making special tours of calls for the
purpose, and everything would be dicadful. Mamma
knew one thing very distinetly ; she could never again
hold up her head among her own tniends, and she was
just going to tell her husband when he came homne that
she should g0 house huntng at aiee w0 Brookhve o
Jersey City, or some ather suburban town where she was
not known

\s far kred. he began 1o gan courage. partly from
mamma ~ stlence. and partdy heecause he could not for
the Nfe of him recall any particularly wicked act of his
own ., so he hegi ake o feel aggricved. and  be
asked

S Whats ool aheat, mamma, anvhow 2

“What 1~ about® " was the reply. as mamma
stopped short and fiendy faced him It~ about
thathon that that Manmima had herself enough in

control o ramcmba that she came of a fanaly of abals
tonsts, socshie conddudad wath, < that Adolphe.”

1 don v see anvthing the matter with him,” ~nd 1 red.
“What doer sec®”

* His colowr.” sard mamma, shortly.

*“Why, sou alwavs smd vou doted on dark com
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plevions,” said Fred, “which 1 don’t think w very mice of
vou, seeing we children are all vens hght.”

“There are different degrees of dark,  sud mamma,
while Fred disappearcd behind o great pout, and mut:
tered that he wished there was any way for hoys to lind
out how 1o please thenr mammas.,

“You saud he lived just around  the comer fiom the
avenig” resumed manma, ceasg for a moment her
restless walk.

80 he does,” asserted Fred, =and over the hand
somest stable T know ofl And don’f his papa drive o
splendhid pair of black harses, and sit on a very high seat
todoit ohomy "

\Lammias tramp ccommenced, and waith a step con
stiderably quicker than before. 2\ short period of silence
was hroken by Fred asking umidly :

* Don't you think his har curls pertectly Tovely 27

*No. Ldon't" ™ mamni answered  with extraordmary
deasion.  Then she stopped, diew o char 10 Fred's
sude, and said ¢

My dear hetle bov, T ocant say that sou have done
anvthing wrong, but you have made a great blunder.
Youmustnt bung Adolphe bere any more: T am very
~orry you brought him this afiernoon.”

“Why 27 asked Fred.

“You can't undersstand now. sad o, hut you
must trast me and obey me. 1 wonder of but no.”
Mamma had thought 1o ask him o ask Elhe to consider
the tea-party a great seeret, about which nothing was to
be sud by any one 5 but remembering how leaky are the
receptacles of childien s secrets, she refriuned, and de-
ternuned o make an catly call upon Elhe’s mother and
many other fadies, and take the stmg out of the story by
telling all. as a0 laughable ilustiation of childish ignor
ance. Fhis insprion so comforted her that she kissed
Fred, and returned to the dining-room with him to bid
the guests good-bye.  Adolphe had really a very attrac
tive face, so mamma relented as soon as she saw him |
~he even put oranges into s pockets for the two sisters
she learned he had at home,  “Then, seemyg w was after
five o'clock, she managed 1o dismiss the visitors without
seceming to seind them awayv, and the spectacle ot
Adoiphe escorting Ellie home <o delighted ber that she
wished she could follow them and see how  acquamt
ances of Elhe’s fumly would regard the two as they met
them on the street

\s she stood smiling an the doorway, however, glane
g after the couple, she heard a sound wiieh reminded
her that she had deft The Jetful stumg upon the duing
room floor, so she burnied back to her baby to find that
caterprisimg. mbant badly mined up with o hagh chaw
which she had wppled over. To console ‘The  Jefful
was not @ hard tash, and then mamma flew upstairs wath
the young lads. undressed her, fed hero and, in sprie of
W thousand matemal prompungs, which made her hate
I'remdhoff more than ever, she put the baby to bed and
dressed 10 recene her hushand's guest. When in the
midst of the nostenies and misenies of her toilet, she
remembered with horror that the beer and Tamburger
 heeses whieh her husband had  requested. had not vet
been purchased . so Bridget was summuoned  to her own
Adisgust from her preparatons for supper, and was
biaged to hurny out and purchase the detested dels
cacies.  Bridget, i turn, impressed Fred into the house
hold service . and his memon falled hun so badly that
he brought back Brie mstead of Limburger, because all
that he could remember of s structions was that the
cheese he was to buy was = the dhival’s own, an” smelt
that bad that no chaze m the wurruld cud hold a candle
to " So Ired, forgeting the name, had asked for
whatever cheese smelled worse than any other.

(7o be continued.)
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