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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Saturday, October 20,

The business situation is consider-
ably improved. At least there s a
hotler feeling noticeable and the gen-
eral tone I8 more hopeful.  Keports
from the country say that this huas
boon & week of great acuvity in the
harvest flelds  Farmers have been
working mght and day gotung their
srain threshied and stored In granery.
‘The general opinjon seems to be that

threshing  roturns  are  better than
courd be  reasvnably  eapected  alter
the prolonged ramns of August and

Soptember A good deal of the wheat
13 being bought for No. 2 and 3 hard.
Reeeipts at country markets have in-
reased but are still very light com-
pared with other years and there ts
not the siightest difffculty this yoar in
gotdng 1t moved to terminal points
The difliculty with the raiiway com
panies 1S to get onough to make up
tratng  Mercantile trade has improve
od with the weather. A fairly good
sorting business s now being done by
wiy Jubbing huuses and staple lines
are aso moving more freely. Builld-
ing operadons in the city are again
quite actve and there is a scarcity of
carpenters and painters al ahe mom-
cnt due to the large demand for ghese
for finishing work. Exports of cattle
from the western ranges are st
quite heavy and the shipments are
showing fine quality. The stateinent of
the Winnipeg clearing house for this
week shows a falling off of $1,195,047
as compared with a year ago, but as
there were only five business days in
the clearing house week, which ends
Thursday, as agalnst six last year the
falling off may be partly accounted
for an this way. After deducting the
daily average, however, there is siil
@ heavy falling off.

WINNIPEG MABKETS

Saturday, October 13.

(All quotations, unlcss otberwise specl
fied, are wholesale for such quantitica as
are usunlly takza by retall dealers, and
arc subject 20 the  usual  redoction op
targe quantiticy azd to cash dlsconats)

BOOTS AND SHOES.

The nproved weather conditlons
and <rop outlook has had a simulat-
ing effect upon boot and shoe trade
and local houses repor: a better sort-
g bLuUSINES3 this week. Stocks of fau
£00ds In the country begin 20 need re-
plonishing. A fairly good trade s
looked for now up to the middle of
December.  Travellers on  the road
with samples of spring goods are
sending In some very nice orders, but
the majority of merchants prefer to
put off placing their onders until later
so that they 1inay see how things tum
oul. They are pursulng what may be
calied a cautious policy. Prices on all
lines hold steady and there is no dis-
position to cut.

BUILDING MATERIAL.

Building opcerations have revived
considerably and there Is accordingly
a good demand for materdal at the
moment, capecially stoae and lime. A
number of foundatlons are yct to be
put in before the winter opens and
masons are Liking advantage of Uw
fine wcather to push along the wWork.
Brick s also sti}} Lweng taken In cone
siderable yuaniiiox Prices re-
main unchanged a3 follows :
Stoncwall rudbble, S350 per cord,
Stoncwall footing, (.50 per cord
Stony Mountain rubble. $.00 percord.
\white ifme fs worth 20c per bushel,
and grey Hme 15¢ per bushel, all L.0.b,
ar quary and kKiin.  Brick quoted
here at §10 per thousand for kiln yun
and §11 per thousand for veneer.

DRY GOODS.

Sorting busincas has improved. Yes-
terday’s accumulation of Iwo day's
orders threw jobling houses Into
more active conditon than they hive
been for some tme.  All sorts of fall
Fo0dX arc NOWw in noderately guod de-
mand. The firm toae of the manufac:
qurers in regand to peices and recent
advances In cottons has had the elfeat
of stmulazding buying in some dirce.
tonsn as the rkall trades feel that
hey have nothlng o galn by dclay In

THE COMMERCIAL

ordoring all the goods they will e

quire. On the other liand -there 18 no

disposition anywhere to over stock.
FISH.

IFresh caught whitefish are done,
but there are plenty of cold storage
Ish  New finnan haddie are selling at
11 cents per pound. We quote
Whitefish, fresh caught, 5@¢¢ per 1L,
pickerel, d¢ pike, dc, trout, 10c; sal-
mon, 1dkec, mackerel, 15c¢; salt coq,
ic; Labrador herring, %-barrel, $3.90
oysters, sclects, $2.25 per gallon; stan-
dards, $2.00,

GREEN FRUITS.

Winter apples are now arriving
dally and show good quallty The
only sort of oranges avallable are
Jamalcas, which are quoted at $10.00
per barrel of about 400. Prices of all
regular lines of frult remain unchang-
ed. We quote as follows © Apples,
dova Scotia, winters, per barrel, $4.-
HU. sples, extra fancy, $3.25: other
varioties, $3.00: greentngs, S2.35;
snow apples, §3.50; oranges, Jamalcas,
per barrel, $10.00, or per hundred 83
temons, Callfornias, 3U0-3GU0 in case
S6.ME; cranberries, per barrel, $8.50:
tokay grapes, per crate, $2.50; Call-
fornla, winter nellis pears, per case,
N.00; Washington, winter nellis pears,
per case, §2.00; late red plams, Cal.,
$§1.50, Washington plums, $1.25, cone
word grapes, per basket, 27¢, Niagar-
as, J0c, Rogers, 10c, Rogers' blacks,
4Uc. Malagn grapes, per keg, $8.30.
onfons, per pound, Jdc, or fn H-case
lots, 2%c, Spanish onlons, per crate,
$1.50, with 1uc off 5-case lots, figs,
cold storage stock, $1.00 per box of
10 1bs, California figs, new, per 10.d
box, §1.30: dates, Tc.

GROCERIES.

Trade 18 fairly active jn this mar-
ket, but collections are slow. We note
several tmportant price changes this
week. In canned goous things have
been falrly steady here. Canned to-
matues are being offered by some in-
dependent concerns at  prices lower
than what we quote and jobbers are
handling thelr goods at $2.15 to $2.20,
as against the regular price of {225
to 230U for assoclation goods. Can-

ned tunch tongue s 25c per dozen
dearcr. Cereals are in fairly active

demand and prices have changed on
some lines. Split peas now quoted at
$225 to S50 as agalnst S50 last
week.  Rolled oats are 10¢ per sack
dearer. Standard aud granulated
oatmeal are 20c¢ per sack lower. Dried
currants continue to exclte Interest
here and outside are now 2¢ per pound
higher than they were when present
Winaipeg scale was adopted, which
means that new stocks would cost
that much more here. New Valencla
layer ralsins are about 40c per box
higher here than old 6tock was cost-
ing Evaporated apples are somewhat
casler and are quoted % to ¢ under
prices of a week ago Dried apples
are scarce. New prunes are in and
prices are a lttle lower for small
sizes and large sizes are dearer. Mat-
ches remaln unchanged and there are
no Eddy matches to be had. Sugars
are the same as & week ago. Wood-
cnware Is scarce on some lnes, and
local jobbers have not yet been adle
1o secuse new stock at recent reduc
tlons at factories.
HARDWARE.

The local market is steady and un-
changed. Prices here do not reflest
any of the recent castern changes as
stocks on hand were bought before
those changes took cffect. It I8 ex-
pected that o new Uist wi)  be an-
nounced very shorily for cartridges as
Unlted Stalcs manufacturers have e
cently made some changes and others
are expected. Winnlpeg prices are
glven clscwhere In this lssue.

PAINTS, OILS AND GLASS.

There have dten no special features
in 2¢his Hne heve doning the week.
Prices are steady and frm for nost
linos @s present stocks ‘were bought at
lower prices than they could e re-
This is pariicularly =0 in
regard t0 glass, A fucther upwand
movemont és Teported o ilnsend ofl at
casleen AIMribuling centros. At New
York on Thursday dast prices wont up
2¢ per gallon and other Amorican
markes are. {ollowing. The poor out-
look for ahe 0ax crop is the principxl
cause of this firmness. Turpenine is
steady at Savanoah according o -
ot meil advices, and  Tecolpls  wede
tmproving. For Winalpeg Drices sce
clsgwhere &n this ssue.

SCRAY.

The acp market is. quietl pending

the Tesult of the presidential clections.

There 3s no- dispoaition. o the part of

United States concerns 10 push bus)-
ness untdl that ovent is over. Rubber
{3 tho most acttve article dn the dst.
The market for this {s very firm and
prices at factonles are expeoted to go
higher. We quote Winnipeg buyers
prices us follows., No. 1 cast {ron. free
from wrought and maucable, $13 to
§$14 peor ton:. No. 2, $5 ton; wrought
fron scrap, $5 ton; heavy copper, 10c
per pound; red brass, 8c per pound,
yellow brass, heavy, T¢ per pound,
light brass, 4% to Oc_per pound, lead
plpe or tea lead, 22 to 2Yc; rags,
country mixed, 50c per 100 pounds:
rubbers, free from rivets, buckles and
arctics, Hl%c per pound, zinc scrap lc
per I, bones, clean, dry and bleached,
3G per ton.
GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

WHEAT.~A  gradual decline in
prices has characterized the situation
i the wheat markets the past week,
the result belng a loss of Z¢ per bushel
In values from this day week. ‘hhe
speclal features that have dnfluenced
tho market have been a continuance
of favorable weuther over the North-
west spring wheat country for the
safe gathering of the crop and threshe
ing, dhere having now been two full
weeks In succession in  which there
has been no rain. Then the movement
of wheat by dnland and ocean freight
has been large and there has bheen a
5004y addition o geserve stocks. Be-
sides this, Russia and sowtheastern
Europe show up aveil 4n the weekly
shipmens, and are reported 10 be of-
fering wheat at lower figures, which
i3 taken 40 mean that the supply be-
hind s abundant, indeed it 1s stated
that Roumanta das 30,000,000 bushels
maore wheat than Jast year. Along
with all c¢his there are good repoms
of the wintoer wheat seeding from both
Europe and the United Siates. In the
latter country the crop Is mearly all
in the ground, and the carly sown
ficlds are green and making  seasone
able progress. The prospects for the
Indian crop continue goud, and sales
of new crop have been made to Lon-
don, although the avheat will not be
harvested before February. In the
same way Argentine wheat of ahe new
crop is being sold in the European
markels for future delivery There s
also a lack of support <o speculative
markols, and in the face of abundant
suppiles dn sight, the present favor
able prospects for the future crops,
there §s nothing surprising dn  the
weakness of the market. The Amerl-
can visible supply increased last week
1377000 bushels compared with ade-
crease of SU00 bushels the previous

week and an increase of
2478,000 bushels saume week
last year The worid's  sahip-
ments for the week avere  very

heavy. 920,000 bdbushels coinpared to
K1G5.0M0  bushels previous week aad
S.27L000 bushels a ycar ago. The
world’'s visible supply according to
Bradsireols increased 4,270,000 bushe
¢ls compared to a decrease previous
week of T3G.MK) dbushels and an in-
CIeRsSe |amMe Week a year ago of G-
GHG,000 bushels.

The local marke: is oull quict and
fnactive, as Jnotwithstanding wo
weeka of fine weakher, very lUttle
whoat is moving yot. Last week the
car snspections at this point aumber-
¢d 288, this week they may probably
foot up 400, but last ycar al this timie
they averaged adbout 300  adally. In
prices &he tendency ‘has been dowa-
ward and 1 hard has lost about dc on
the weck. Influenced by the declinc
tn oulxide markels Ontario millers
have become decidedly lukewsrm to-
wania Manttoban wheat. Thelr  jittle
demand hins beenn the means Of Keep-
ing. 1 hard and higher gJrades lue
adove export value, and they ar. be-
rinning to wonder why they did it
Qae hard, 2 hard and 1 northern are
ROIDE k0 B¢ acarce prades during the
current scamon and will doudbtloss cur-
Ty more or less premium for domestic
use, dut the lower grades must come
%o dnc with <xport value, which
prodadly means dower prices for thein
than are yor csiablished., At proseat
values are: One dard Sike, 2
hard. and -1 northern Se, 3 hard Tlc.
all in_store Fot \Wiillam. <ough '2‘
hard T3¢, tough 3 hard Gic. tough 3
northern 3¢ 4n store Fort Willlam @
damp and wet wheat 3 to S¢ under
tough wheat &a. wore Port Arxthurn

FLOUR~—Flour prices are 3teady at
both the blg mille Demand s good,
orders being Ddooked ahead,  We
quote : Ogllvie's Hungarlan, $2.30 per
rack of 9SI: Glenora Patent, $2.153
Lake of the Woods, Five Roxex, $2.30:
Patent, S$215: Medora, $1.70, and
XXXX §1.35 per xack.

MILLFEED-—-Business ¥ sicady,

Bran ¢s quoted at $12.00 per ton, and
shorts at $14.00, in bulk, delivered.

GROUND FEBRD- Prices ‘maintain
thelr previous level-and the small sup-
ply of coarse gralns is keeping the vol-
ume of sales down to a very low pount.
AB soon as new grain is avatlalle
prices Will be lower. We quote : Oat
chop, §28 per ton; barley chop, $21.60;
u‘rlxcd barley and oats, $25; corn chop,
$22; ol cake, $26 per ton.

COUNTRY \WHEAT—Deliverles of
wheat at conntry points have Amprove
ol this week, but are still vompara-
uvoly Hght. Advices from the grain
buyers say that farmers are puting
the wheat fn thelr graneries with the
intention of clcaning it Lefore selling.
‘This 13 good policy and will please the
drade very much as ithe graln ¢s most-
Iy very dirty this year. In some cises
3 much as 20 per cent, of cleanings
have been taken out at  eclevators.
Most of the gTain wow betng deltvered
is from farms which are close to the
towas, the wheat Leing drawn right
{rom the thresher to the dlevator.
Buyers have been pajing USc per
bushel this week at 17hec points for
the best wheat offering, Thiz is ex-
peoted o grade No. 2 or 3 hard.

OATS--New oats are offering more
frecly and the price Is now dower. The
quality of new oats §s very drregular
and s alsu 48 the price. All the way
from 35 to 4U¢ I8 being named for car-
lots at Winnipeg. Transactions have
taken place the end of the week at
JdGc and this secems to be tthe prevail-
ing price for feed grades. No oats
good enough for milling purposes
have yet been seen. Carlots w! coun-
try points are worth from 28 to 3¢
per bushel according 1o quality and
frelght rate.

BARLEY—Carlots of new Dbarley
are bedng offered a2 38¢ per bushel on
2rack here but there s no disposiuon

to buy freely. Dellveries are very
Hghe

CORN—A few cars are still
coming J4n. Early in the week

the price advanced to 5le por bushel,
but droppéd back agaln 4o -i0c at
which figure it still remains.,

FLAX~—the flax cropis inbad shape
according to latest advices owdng w0
the damage by rains and & is not ¢x-
peoted that there will be any great
quantity of good flax thigyear. Buy-
ers are now offering $1.35 per bushel
a2 country points. *

HATY—Deliveries are increasing and
the market is weaker. Fresh baled
hay can be bought to-day at 50c per
ton less than a week ago and we
quote $7.00 to §7.50 per ton on track
here. Loosc hay on the strect s also
worth $7.00 to §7.50 per ton.

BUTTER—Creamery —Recelpts are
large and the market scems iwweaker
Dealers are paying 194 to 2lc  per
pound at the factory for choice late
September vi October make accordlng
to quality.

BUTTER—Dalry — Shipments are
cominag forward in fairly ldrge quan-
titles. but there Is still a disposition
on the part of some country merch-
ants to hold back for higher prices.
This pollcy seldom results {n tho hold-
er realizing his purpose and !s onc of
the reasons why there is 30 much dbad
butter In the market. Rolls and
bricks should now begin to come in s
the weather §s cooler and they can be
cadfly shipped niow. Dealers are of-
fening 13 to 13c per ‘pound now for
finest dalry gradex, less frelght and
commission. Second qualitles are
worth 10 to 12¢ per pound. This is
an advaace of 1c per pound for fnest
over 2 week ago.

CHEESE—The martket Is weak at 9
to 9%c per pound dellvered here.

EGGS~-Recelpts are not 50 large and
the price has stiffened up.  Dealers
are now offering as much az 2¢ per
dozen over thelr prices of a  week
ago. We quote 1Gc per dozen for
strict!y fresh eggs In cases dellvered
at Winnlpeg.

VEGETABLES—Deliveries of pota-
toes are Increasing with the Improved
voads and fine  tweather. We
quote now Potatocs, 33 to
40 cents  per bushel: rthudbarb, 202
per dozen: lettuce, 10¢ per dozen:
parsley, 20¢: green onlons and radish,
10¢ per doz., carrois. 10¢, beets, 10¢
per dozen; turnips, 25¢ per bus.: cabe
bage. ¢ to 10c per dozen: tipe toma-
tocs, S0 per b, Imported tomatocs,
30c per baskel: green tomatoes, 3¢
per bushel: celery, 20¢ per dozen.

DRESSED MBEATS-Bect s plentl-
ful.  Hogpz arc decldedly scarce and
the demand Is keen. At the abattolr

as high as SuUc I Dbel ask-
od  for these. e n‘quoxe:
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