
The ~ Lethbridge,
TetwofLetibridgo, Alberta, is at prcs.

ent attracting a great dcci of attention out8ide,
owing to raiiway construction in tho district
and prospective actîvity ini ceai mining. Lotit
bridge j5 tic western terminus of the Alberta
Railway and Goal 'ý,ompany's rwih'ay, soute-
times called 'T)iL (;ait Raiiway." This is a
narro% gaugo rond, Nvhich branches off fromt
the Canadian Pacifie railway at Duumore sta-
tion, 652 miles %west of WVinnipeg, and thcnco
rue in a westeriy direction, 109 miles to
Lotbbridge. The road was built in or<ier to
reacli the coal dcposits previouely discovercd
and wverkcd at Lethbridge. The ceai wvas first
discovered by the outcroppings aiong the deep
batik of the Blliy river, near which the tawn
bas bcen built. The mines woe opened in
1882, and during the two folloîving ycars ceai
wae taken eut by steamers down the river te
Medicine Ilat. This, Iîowever, preved au un-
satistactory mede of aperating, as the nav'iga-
tien of the river je rather precarieus, and tha
streamn je ciosed by ice f or a portion ef the year.
In 1885 the railway was bniit te the mines, and
sinice thon the mines bave been operatcd
steadiiy, sbipmente; et ceai being made te
WVinnipeg and other parts ef the country* At
Dumenre the cealis transferred front the liar
rov gauge read te, the Canadian Pacifie railway
cars. The Letbbridge ceai is of a supeirlrt
quality te, any o! the other mines opersted te
any extent in the country, congequently the
article has always been in demnand Tbeoutput
froni the mines since the railway wvas buiit bas
ranged front 200 te 400 tons per day.

This ýear a new move je being mnade which it
is expected wiii greatiy increase the output
front tbe mines. A raiiway is aew being buiit
front Lethbridge ta GJreat Falls, Montana.
Work: is noiv going on on beth aides the inter-
national baundary, and the road ia te be cein-
plcted by next Soptember. It ia expected that
the completion et this railway wiii open a large
market in Montana for Le&tbbriclge ceai. Tbe
ceaie nuw btainable in that region arc et in-
ferier cquality to, tho Lethbridge article, and the
latter ceaI it ie expected wouid have a laige
sale te tho amteltera in the Great Falls district
aend for other purposes. The iength of tho road
freont Lethbr*dge te Great Falls will be about
200 miles, abolit 80 miles being in Canadian
territery. At Great Falls cennection with
other railivays can boe bad, by wvhich the ceai
can be diatributed througbout the region. The
new road willi be narrow gauge, similler te the
lino f rom Dunmore te, Lethbridge.

Extensive preparatiens are now boing mado
te, inerease the output et the mines, in prepara-
tien for the expcctcd demand trom Montana on
the cempletion et the railway. The present
output et cealis about 400 te 500 tens per day.
Hereotore the ceai bas ail been talion eut tram
an incline sbaft, entcrieg the mine treim the
ide et tbe hff. Three new sheetta are noir bc-

ing pet down, each ahaft having a capacity of
about 400 toits et ceai per day. These, witb
the present incline saat, wiil make the capacity
1,600tees per day. ibe firat o!tho new sbafts
Ï3 now campiotod and the enginca und machin-
ery for operating iL have been placed. Cealisl
now being taken eut et this aat, but it wili
taira a littie -ivhiie te deveiop it fcliy. Tho
econd shatt is aise 'iowa te ceai, aend will soion

be n pertin.The third shaftis dewa abat
PzT~t ad, wi h complebed la about tbree

meuthe. IL is expected that py Octoer first
the output et the mines wili reacli 900 tees per
day, and by next year the demand tramt
,Mentana le expected tý reaca 2,000 tons fier
day, se tiîat if these expeetations are reaizd,
iL will be uecesary te continue increaaig the
facilitice for putting eut ceai at the mines.
About 400 men are eniployed.jn conueution wi th
the mines, and titis nuînber wili be doubiod,it
is expected, by next fall. A nuinber et new
cottages are being erectcdl for tise micers. Tho
cempany ewnes the lio, es eccupicd by the
minera. A now powder naia&ziae, te hold 40
tona.of peovder, is aise being erected, and aed-
ditional machine abops are being establialbed ut
tise iîew shafta.

The Lethbridgo ceilieries are ownod by the
Alberta Railway & CeaI Company, the saine
company owning the railway tramt Dunesore te
tise mines, and aise, the raiiway now being built
tram the mines te the Montana boundary. At
the boundary the railwvay wvill ho met by a rail.
way beîîîg buiît b>' a company chartored ini
Montana. Tite comspatiy ivas tormerly keetvn
by the niaine et tise NorthwvesL Ceai & Naviga-
tien Company. but Luis name wvas changed by
Act et Parliassient. The namo '<Gait Mines,"
and "Gait Railîs ay," bas been applied as a short
term, troni the tact that Sir A. T. Gaît teck an
active part in estabiibieg the Company.

The town is named aiter Mr. Lothbridgc, et
London, Engiausd, ivho aise Ivau a ieading pro.
meter et tise cempany. G. H. R. Wainright,
late et Winnipeg, is gencrai manager et the
raiiway, and J. Baiiey je superintendeet. Mr.
Stafford la superintendent et the mines, E. T.
Ga.t is general manager et the cempany.

Tite comnpany received a grant ot 3,840 acres
et land per mile tramt the Deminion Govera.
ment, te aid in tihe construction et the railway.
This land is granted in alternate townships, the
Geverniment reserving the intervening town.
ships. The cempany will aise get a grrnt et
6,400 acres per mile tor 68 miles ot the --aad
new being built te, the Montana beuedary.
The lande are being affered at $1.25 perlacre
anid upward, without conditions, on easy terme.
Parties purchasing lande receive a guarantee et
five menthe wvork each ycar for tbree, ycars,
tramt the cempany. Tite company owned the
tewnsite et Letbbridge, but the inside lots have
eow mostly paased !rite other bande. The ro-
mainiug lots are field at $125 te $200. The
lots were sold nt $75 wben firat placed an the
market, but inside property is aew beid at $500
te $l,510 per lot. Ceal lande a-e rescrvcd by
the Dominion Geverament, and hcld at $10 per
acre. The ceai lands oweed by the cempaey
were purcbased nt tiîis figure. The land de-
partment et the company is in charge af C. A.
Magratit The company owns a timber lumit
in the mounitaies, and bas a aaw miii at Lcth-
bridge. Legs can bie fioated <lown the rivera
frant the tumber lumit te the miii. The miii la
net at present in eperation.

Letbbridge is the headiquarters for the rail-
way, and a coaiderablo teorce et mon is givea
employment in tho machine ahaps, round bouse
tend offices of the compaey. Tho constructien
et tise ncw moadl te Montana will necessitate a
large increasc, in tisa staff employed in cenec-
tien with tbe raiiway at Letýiridge.

Tho improved propecte for tho tewe in the
incrcased developmet et tho mines and railway
extension, ccued somaothing af a stir la real
caeta this spring, and tewn lots advaeced very
considerabiy ie value. Up to the presenti bew.

aver, the town bac. net telt the effeot of the
prospective devolopmneet, but tbjs wliI eonse
Iater ou. Ordinary cammeruial lines ot busai-
ness appear te bie reproeted tà the full extent
of tise presesit requirementa et trado. There
are tour stores doing a generai trade, atil
cerrying large stocks. Tises are L G. Baker
& Ce., Hl Bentiey & Ce., J. Il. Cavaeagh, and
Sheriock & Frecînan. These stores bave ail
bacc 'ietablilied since about thse epeniug of thse
tewn by thse raiiway. Sberieck & Freeman,
who, aise carry on business at Grontoil, Ass.,
aucceeded te thse business c4cablithed by Bot.
tereil. A. McDonald & Co. are a new firm se
fer as Lesbbridgo is concerned, but well knoiv'a
throughout the west. This firmn bas recenty
benglît out the grecery and provision business
carriod on by J. D. Sibbaid & Ce., and it la tbe
intenstion te add a large stock of general
mercbandise. A new brick building [a being
orected by t ho firmi as an addition ta the pire.
sent quartera. Ie the ficancial line Lethbridge
bas a brancs o! thse Union %ank ot Canada, oi
which r'. R. Goodmvin le manager. Johns
Hawley & Co. cemmonced business about May
let lest ia hardware, staves, tiawaro, etc,
about tise saine Lime buying out the tinwate
cnd steve business ot T. F. Kirkham. A, J,
Hipptrson aise carrnes on business ie stoves,
tinware, plumbing, etc. Ho carnies a large
stock and bas erected a ncw werkshep lait
epring. Ia thse furniture lUne John Craig
carnies a goed steck et furaituro, undertaiaR
supplies, etc. Ho is erecting a new werkshop
and wcrehouse, and will use bis preses:
quartera entireiy for ishow roome. Those in
terested in real estate caa communicato witb
J. F. Ritebie, wbo, bas an office for that pur.
pose. Mr. Ritchie bas thse handiing o! lots chl
tise Higgiabotham addition te tho town. W.
P. Moflougali attends te tbe requiremeets of
thse residents in thse lino of citston shenaing,
wbiie John MoNaugisten la ready te eupply
reading maLter ftra his book and eows store.
A. R. Brady undertakea te furaisb the people
with the staff of lite, and H. Mliresi ssppies
thse tewa with meats. The Le*Iebridge iVeic isî
the naine of the local Paper, pubiished by T.
Saunders. Thse imTew8 or cl aires tihe best
steant press ia tho Territories. The Lethbridge
House, the principal commercial botel, is owned
by Win. fiendereon. Thse bouse bas recently
been piaccd in charge et C. A. Armstrong, late
et Winnipeg, who, ie making improvemenst n
thea building la addition te tise places oi
businebs mentieeed there are two drug stores,
harness abop, jeweiry store, fruit stores, (ler
yarde, suveral boteis, etc. Tno medical sal
legal professions are weli represntcd.

le layieg eut thse tewn tbe compauy reservel
a large squaré in thse centre, centainiug about
ton acres ot land. The business portion ef the
town t racts on tisis suaire, which je te bie pet.
maneetiy reserved as a park. This gives tic
place a. piesatit appearance.

Lethbridgo bas a board of trade, Domuinion
Lande office, ced la a customs part Thse ton
le net incorporatcd, but application te this We
will hoe made et thse next session e! the Ter-
ritoril Asscmbiy. A ceousn et thse place jcst
takeon places tise population at 1594. ILl is 
a mourntedl police post, wbere cbout 100 men
are stationcd.

A move in now on foot ta creet a ew bospitil
building. Sir -à. T. lut bas prernie à
donation of $10,0W0 for this pnrproe, and 8
committee bus been fornscd te carry out tie
enterpriso, tise intention beisg te crect build
legsi te ceet t locaL $20,000. A cornpsny s
aise being tormed wlth a caupital stocke ot Si-
000, te bekeown ait the Letbbridge buidin
compaey, for the parpoe of erecting c hall, tO
lie used for publie purposes.


