THE COMMERCIAL

The PFur Trade.

The vecont cold nights and chilly days that
have so stimnlated the dry goods trade will
soon bring grist to the mill of the furrier also.
Furs ave commencing to move in retail and
jubbing hands, «nd it is alveady evident that
fine furs will be a good deal dearer this winter
than they were last year. ‘The increasing
demand for furs hus borne its natural fruit in
face of a steadily diminishing supply, and in
the case of some furs such as beaver, bear and
buffulo, has resulted in an enormous advance in
values. Tt scems certain too that more nurs
will be worn this season than ever before al-
though not so muny fur coats will be purchased
but furlined coats will rule lurgely with the
better class of trade, and there will be very
few overcoats worn without w fur collar or
enfls. There is an increasing demand for fur
trimmings from a class of trade that hitherto
have been content to wear their winter garments
plain, and when this is added to the slow but
continuous extitetion of fur-bearing animals by
their ceaseless pursuit by the fur trapper and
the gradual abridging of their habitat by the
inroads of civilization, the only wonder is that
prices remain within reasonable limits at all.
The time certainly cannot be far ahead when
furs will be as valuable as jewellery, and this
too in face of the beautiful imitations of seal-
skin which are everyday offered at lower prices.

For fashionable overcoat-linings mink will
be preferred on account of its great durability,
its vich appearance, and the lightness of the
fur. Next to this black genet is well called
for, and wuskrat will rale for the cheaper
trade. For fur collars and cufls north shore
otter is most stylish, and a mink-lined cout
trimmed with this far will run from $70 up-
wards. DPersian lamb having been adopted for
the higher police officials is naturally out of
style, and the other furs of the same value are
not sufficiently durable for this purpose.
Beaver may besaid to be entirely out of the
market, as owing to its cuiormous advauce in
value the present prices ave prohibitive for a
fur of this class. Beaver coats whicha few
years back Lrought £50t0 260 are now worth
from $123 to 150, and consequently are
neglected in favor of furs that are better value
for the moucy.

The finer grade of scalskins show another
advance.  The inaieasing demand, coupled
with the icstriction as to the number of seals
allowed to be killed, has neeessitated an in-
creage in values which not even the beautiful
seal plushies and sealettes scem able to check.
Sealskin is emphatically the fashionable fur for
ladics” jackets, but no regular rule can be laid
down for their cut this year as cach lady scems
to suit the style of her jacket to the length of l
her purse. It is noticeable however that, when
the sum to be expended pernits of it, the gar-
ment usually reaches nearly to the hottom of
the skirt. For mufls scalskin is also the staple
far, and in the new mufls there is introduced
this year a concealed purse, operated by a
spring in the interior, which will bid defiance
to the purse snatcher.  This purse is so beauti-
fully concealed i the fur that unuil the spring
is pressed it is impossible to detect its presence.

No new styles arc offered in fur caps.  The |

wedge shupe in seal for ladies and in mink for
gentlemen will be the ruling style. The dog-
stealer and turban shapes will find customers,
and for the most eapensive trade the sea otter
turban with seal crown holds its owa in the
mavket,  Persian lamb is going out, ag it hus
beeome 30 comon owing to its durability and
freedom from woth that it seems to be entively
relegated to those who wear a fur cap for com-
fort and not for style. Some cffort will be
made to use fancy furssuch as celestin fox, a
fur made by dyeing white fox blue to imitate
the geanuine blue fox, and oposswm for ladies®
wedges, but it is not expected that these fancy
caps will attract more than a limited section of
the trade.

Bear is another fur that has grown enormous.
ly in value, principally owing to the heavy
European demand.  For boas and mantle
trimmings bear is much sought for on the other
side of the Atlantic, and the high prices paid
there have resulted in diverting most of the
skins from this market to London.  Buffulo too
is natweally increasing rapidly in value in view
of the practical extermination of this animal by
the settlement of the country. Skins which o
few years ago were worth five or six dollars are
now offered at ten times those sums, and will
bLe worth still more next scason, so that we
may look for the speedy removal of buffalo from
the list of skins ordinarily dealt in.

For sleigh robes musk.ox has taken the place
of bear and buffalo in the populur estimaution,
and probably more musk-ox robes will be seen
this winter than ever. For thosc who have
money to spare wolverine robes will be fivst
choice, but their high cost will confine them to
the wealthier trade. Raccoon tail and polar
bear robes ave also offered to the more ex.
pensive class of customers, but for ordinary
trade wolf, raccoon and musk.ox skins will be
the rule.

For expensive cloak linings we have a novelty
in the shape of Thibet sheep, a white woolly
fur whose principal claim to popularity is the
fact of its high cost and the knowledge that it
is worn by the Czarina of Russia. A cloak
limng of tins fur will cost about $133, and to
the uninitiated will appear to be worth alout
$5, hence it is hardly likely to be much run
upon. The usual assortment of high-priced
furs such as silver fox, cte., are offered, but as
these are only purchased by very wealthy
persons  they  need no comment from the
ordinary purchaser’s point of view. Like
diamonds, which in their beauty and intrinsic
value they much resemble, - they are looked
upon as too expensive for anything but the
wealthy, aud heuce ave not invested in by the
average furrier, who leaves them to those whose
business it is to cater for this trade.- -Montreal
Journal of Commerce.

David Philip, of Winnipeg, leaves to-day for
Brandon, where he will enbark in the hard-
ware business,

H. J. Woonstor, jeweller, Portage In Praivic
and Carberry, Man., has sold out his businessat
Carberry to A. E. Hayward.

ALex McDoxanv & Robert Young, of Winni.
peg, have formed a partnership and will carry
on o financial and connnission business here.

iN YOU ARE GOING

ro . ANYPOINT
EAST orSOUTH

) TAKE THE

St. Paul, Minneapolis and
Manitoba Railway

The shortest, best and most desirable route

10 ALL POINTS IN ONTARIO, QUEBEC
AND UNITED STATES,

If you want to save time and noney purchuse
your tickets from starting point through to
destination vin the
ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS & MANITOBA
RAILWAY,

For full information, maps, ete., apply to
G. H. McMICKEN, Agént,
WINNIPEG.
C. H. Waungx, Gen. Pass, Agt.
W. S. ALEXANDER, Traflic Mgr,
A. Maxver, Gen. Manger,

W

MINNEAPOLIS,
ST, PAUL

}ST. PAUL.

CHICAGO
MILWAUKE
& ST. PAUL RY

Is the Fagt-Mail Short Line from St. Paul aud
Minneapolis vin La Crosse and Milwaukee to
Chicago and all points in the Kastern States
and Canada. It is the only line under one
management between St. Paul and Chicago,
and is the Finest Equipped Railway in the
Northwest. It is the only line rumning Pull.
man Draw ing-Room Sleeping Cars with Luxu-
rious Smoking Rooms, and the Finest Dining
Cars in the World, via the famous ¢ River
Bank Route,” along the shores of Lake Peyin-
and the beautiful Mississippi River to Milwa.
kee and Chicago.  Its tvans connect with these
of the Northein lines in the Grand Union Dyt
at St. Puul. No change of Cars of zny Class
between St. Paul and Chicago.  For through
tckets, time-tables, and full information, apply
to any coupon ticket agent in the Northwest,
R. Miller, Gen’l .\Iana;ier; J. F. Tucker, Ass't
Gen'l Manager ;3 A VUH. Carpenter, Gen'l Pags,
and Ticket Agent; Geo, Heafford, Asg't
(ien’] Pass, and Ticket Agent, Milwankee, Wis,
W. H. Dixon, Ass’t Gen’l Pass. Agent, $t.
Paul, Minn.

2" TRAVEL V1A THESY
Minneapolis and St. Lonis Railway

AND THE FAMOUS

Albert Lea Boute

Lve st Panl,

Ive
Minucapol §
a9.Cha.m
1715 pan

d7.15 han

Chicazo, Burlingion, Kansas City

and Des Moies EXoeeennee.. aS202.n
St 1oUis Fast EXeeeeeoieaeesine, b6 30 pan
Chicago Fast EX cevevncnnnenees 4630 pan

Des Molnen Passenger ccevecvis, af30)pan  27.05p wm
Excelalor and Watcertousie....... aS.l0a.m  g8.45a.n
arlinzton and Excelsfor _.eeeeeis a415pm a4 00
MAnkato Express Accom®eavee ., a3l pm  a3.t0pm

a Ex Sunday. b Ex tatunday  d Daily,

2 Tunovan CoaciiEs axp PULLMAN PaLace
SLEEPERS 0 Chicago, St. Louis and Des Moine

DIRECT LINE TO WATERTOWY, D.T.
Parace Dixive Cans ox Ca1cAGo Tralns.

2—THROUGH TRJAINS DAILY—2
to KANSAS CITY, LEAVENWORTH, ATCIHISON
ST, JOSEPH, making conncctions in Unlon Depots 1 al
B west,

Fast anl fraquent trains betweea St Panl, Minncapo
and fake Minnctonka polnts,

For maps sleeping car berths, or other inforimation eall
upon any aze  in the Northwest or write to

S. F. BOYD,

~ueral Trcket and Passanger Agont, Minncapols



