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THE COMMERCIAL.

In provisions matters have been very quiet all
round. In some lines the holidays will acconut
for this, but in others theire are special circum-
stances at the bottomof it,  In almost every
class of meats sales have been few and light,
aud in dairy prdducts there has been no de-
mand un'ess for selected fine lots.  Altogether
the week has beena very slow one, end inal-
most every line stocks have been steadily in.

creasing.
WHEAT

The same indisposition to do business noticed
in our lest repost coutinued to be the leading
fer.ture of the wheat mucket during the week.
However, if there was aa evidens disinclination
to buy there was also equally as little anxiety
manifested by holders to sell.  Prices thercfore
held firmly at Jast quotations without vasintion
during the wee's,  Buyers and scllers were
generally apart.  No. 2 full was held at $te,
with 84 co Sic offered.  May delivery sold at
903c¢; No. 2 spring was worth abount Ste 1°.0.B.

OATS.

were in & good demand throughout the eurly
part of the week but somewhat slackes at the
close, with an evident weakening in alues,
White milling sold at 34¢, and ixed vanged
feoin 324 to 334c on track.

BARLEY,

‘The same feature previously noted nas again
been manifested in this market, namely : an
uctive demand for the higher grades with a
scarcity of the qualities wanted. This fact
limited the amonut of business transacted to
dimensions.  Once car of No. 1 is reported to
have been sold ut 93¢. For No. 2 Sle was
asked with buyers at 80¢, at which lat:ertigore
some littlc business was traasacted. Kxtra
No. 3 stood at 70¢c; No. 3 choice at G4ie, und
No. 3 in plentiful supply offs1ed at 58¢ without
buyers.

RYE.

Unchanged aad inactive at 60..

PEAS.

In Yight request and prices unchanged, The
limited quantity offered sold at Gfc on track.
Strect prices were le better,

POTATOES,

Car lots have ueen coming to hand in fair
supply and ave offered at 50¢, which shows an
casier feeling.  Bags sold from 60 to G3¢.

EGGS,

The demand for these has been rather slack
in comparaion with the supply which is coning
in pretty freely. Prices have held aboul the
same o8 Jast quotations, with an easier and un.
settled feeling.  Round lots of fresh sold g'owly
at 19c, and salted at 16 to 17c.

BUTTER.

The butter arket manifests no new featme
but holds tenacioisly to the main sympioms of
the past few weeks,  The only activity mani-
fested is in choice quelities of sclections, which
are generally taken as fast as offered at fair
prices.  Medium and infevion grases ave con:
stantly increasing in offerings, with no demand
whatever cxisting for such, Shipping quai.
tics of medium could bhe readily obtained al
10¢ if asked for. Holders take a very despon-
dent view of the situation aud coosider the
srospects of the trade gleomy.  Prices for dif-
}’m‘ent grodes rule as follows ¢ choice sclections
15 to 16¢; good to choice rolls 12 to 14c ; poor

rolls 10¢.
CHEESE,

Demand fair and prices unchavnged.
is worth 9 Lo 9ic, and wedivm 7 10 Sc.

PoRK,
Uaciianged in prices at $13.50, which has

Choice

been ateadily offeted and taken for the ncedy
quantitics coming into the market.

BACON,

Tha feeling is casicy on account of at incveas.
ing supply. Long clear in round lots ceuld
have heen obwined at 6§ to.7c. Cumberland
is still scaves and rules about the sime as long
clear. Rolls sell at 8% to 9¢, and bellies at 10

to 1le.
HAMS.

New smoked is the only sort in the maiket

for which a fair dewand exists at 11 to 1lie,
according to quantity wanted.
LARD.
Quict and steady at 9 to 9ic for pails.
APPLES,

The only sale reported was a car of golder
russets at 2. Street pricea range from §1.50
to $2.25.

POULTRY.

The dressed poultry market has been glutted
with excessive offerings during the week.
Prices have gerenmlly dropped all around.
Twdkeys sell 21 S 10 10¢ and geese G¢ per ib;
ducks bring 30 to 0¢ wnd chickens 23 to 35¢
per pair in box lots.
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The Floar Trade of Minneapolis.

The crop year 1884 S5 was one of which the
average miller could not complain, as the mar.
ging, while not large, were fair and of a healthy
character. Wheat occupicd a position .bout
ona par with flour, adwitting of its being
ground with a profit, and the conditions were
such that a good export Lusiness could be done.
War scares on two or three occasions contrib
uted to the gain of the miiler, he scliing freely
onthe bulges and pocketing a good protit.
Since the gathering of the new crvop, the situa-
tion has been very different, millers declacing
the past fonr months the duilest and most uu-
satisfactory 1. their experience. Flour has
steadily declined until it has reached a point
very much out of proportion to the current val-
ues of wheat, and milling has become almost a
uon-prodnctive business.  Althongh freights
have been mainly favorable, speculative influ.
ences heve kept wheat to high that the mills
could not compete in supplying foccign coun-
tries with breadstuffs, and our exports have
been greatly reduced.  ‘These uanfavorable con-
ditions have seriously interfered with operations
by thelocal mills, and for the past month in
particular they have been operated ve-y irreg-
ularly.

The great disparity between wheat and flour
may e shown by giving the puces of oue year
ago and those at presen guoted.  In Januvary
last, No. 1 hard wheat was quoted at §1 per
Lushel, and paten. flour at £6.30 0 6.50 per
Lushel.  On Dee. 16, No. 1 hard was quoted at
90¢, and patent flourat .70 to 3. Thisleaves
the wheat cquivalent to a barrel of flour worth
about 45¢ less and patent flour §1.55 less now
than &, year ago.  Or, in other words, it costs
&1 wmore to make a Larrel of floar now than
then,  In order to run their mills at all uader
such a shiinkage of values, millers have been
compelied to cut corners aud veduce the cost of
manufacture Lo tie minimum.  One, ditcction
in which they were alightly assisted has been
in getting Larrels at a reduced cost, prices hav-
ing fallen four to five ceuts.

The mille make a splendid vecord as to oper.
ation. Notwithstandiog the flous production
was heavily curtailed by . shoctage of power
during last winter, and the fact that most of
the mills were kept in enforced idleness nearly
three months in the fall by improvements to
the canal, the sum total of the yem's work is
highly gratifying. The output of the year,
ending with Dec. 1, exceeds that of the pre.
pious calendzr year by over 160,000 bbls, The
wills did remarkable work in October, at the
time of starting up, after being closed down for
nearly three mouths. A large number of orders
had accumulated, and with ample power, the
mills were sllowed to show their mettle. The
flour production for six consccutive weeks was
from 10,000 to 26,000 bbls more per week than
ever before.

RECEIPTS AND SHIPY ENTS.

The receipts of wheat at Minneapolis for the
crop year of 1884-5, ending Sept. 1, 1885, dem.
onstrated fully that Minneapolis was the largess
primary wheat market in the United States,
The receipts from Jan, 1, 1884, to Jan. 1, 18S,,
were 29,000 bus., nearly 10,000,000 more than
those of Chicago. New York was left as the
only market in the United States that received
more wheat than Minneapolis. The increase of
nearly 10,000,000 bus in the receipts at llinune.
apolis qver 1€83, was a surprise to the trade,
but it is estinated that the increase during the
current crop year will be still greater. The
shipments of flour show an increasc of nearly a
half million barrels, and tac receipts were over
90,000 bar.els less.  The receipts of millstuff
were likewise very mach diminished, and the
shipments increased.

RECEIPTS.

, 1883-4. 1884.5.
Wheat, bus..... ... 23,514,567 32,112,810
Flour, bbls. ... .... 116,054 23,378
Millstuff, tons...... 11,721 3,003

SHIPMESTS.
Wheat, bus......... 3,132,749 5,554,320
Flour, bbls......... 4,814,424 5,298,941
Millstuff, tons...... 139,261 142,715
For the year ended Dee. 1, 1883, the figures
are as follows:

RECEIPTS.
Wheat, bus...oveeieeennrnennnn. 34,306,850
Flour, bbls................ 23,505
Millstuff, tons.......... cerianes 3,973

SHIPMENTS.
Flour, bbls......cev.n.e. P . 35,339,180
Wheat, bus..ec oo ooo... ceees oo D,732,640
Milletuff, toes...cvevevinnnn.. .. 51,632
—Northwestern Miller.

Commercial Summary,

Special telegrams %o Bradstreet’s fyom the
leading trade centess this week report the dull.
ness ia wholeside lines customary at this scason.
Therc arc some cxcceptions, notalie at St. Louis,
where the aistribution of dry goods is as full
and firm as it hgs been of late.  Fhroughout o
sood portion of the Northwest, also, notably in
lows., the movement of merchaudise has like.
wise been large. At Chicago arrangements
have been mude by bankers for an active acd
increased business during the vremainder of the
winter. 2he general merchandise markets



